Criminal Violence (Crim597) 

Fall, 2016
“Keep a mid course between two extremes.”  Ovid
”Moderation is the inseparable companion of wisdom, but with it genius has not even a nodding acquaintance.”   Charles Caleb Colton

Instructor: Richard Felson

Class:  Tuesday  2:30 - 5:30  in 212 Oswald

Office: Oswald 1013  

Office hours: drop by anytime or make an appointment
Telephone:  865-8797

E-Mail Address: rbf7@psu.edu  (don’t use Angel to email me)
Readings 

The readings are on ANGEL.   Some readings only require skimming and others are optional.   
Grading  

Your grade will be based on class participation (worth 1/3) and two papers (worth 1/3 each).  One of the papers will be a research proposal while the other is a conceptual paper.  The class participation grade will be based on your performance in class and on your contributions on Angel.  It is not clear how much I’ll use Angel for class participation. This is the first time I have used it for this purpose and I want to see how well it works. 
I will usually assign some questions on the readings although sometimes I will ask you to make up questions.  You may be asked to answer questions, summarize a reading, or lead the discussion about a particular reading.  I may ask you to write a brief response to the readings and submit it on Angel. I may also ask you to make comments on the Angel discussion board and to read and respond to the comments of others.  
Organization and Tentative Reading Assignments

I.  Motivation and Inhibition
· R. B. Felson.  2005. “Violence as Instrumental Behavior.”  Handbook of Workplace Violence, edited by  Kevin Kelloway, Julian Barling and Joe Hurrell.
· Tedeschi & Felson, Violence, Aggression, & Coercive Actions, chapters 8 & 9.

· Manuel Eisner.  The Uses of Violence: An Examination of some Cross-Cutting Issues.  International Journal of Conflict and Violence,  2009, 3,40-59.
· Black, Donald. "Crime as Social Control" American Sociological Review, 1983, 48, 34-45.

· Per-Olof H. Wikström and Kyle H. Treiber: Violence as Situational Action. Optional
· Randall Collins. 2009. Micro and Macro Causes of Violence  International Journal of Conflict and Violence, 3 (1), pp. 9 – 22.

· Luckenbill, D. "Criminal homicide as a situated transaction" Social Problems 1977, 25, 176-186.

· Bruce Jacobs and Richard Wright.  Street Justice: Retaliation in the Criminal World, Chapter 2. 
· E. Griffiths, C Yule, R Gartner. Fighting Over Trivial Things: Explaining the Issue of Contention in Violent Altercations.  Criminology, 2011 Volume 49,  61–94  

· Baumeister, Heatherton, and Rice. Losing Control: How and Why People Fail at Self-Regulation, chapters 1 and 2 and pp. 229-236.

II. Opportunities (Routine Activities Theory and Situational Crime Prevention)

· Center for Problem-oriented Policing (COPS)  http://www.popcenter.org/
Take a look at some modules that interest you.    
· Theory:  http://www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk/skills/skills08.htm#theory
· Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 


http://www.popcenter.org/tools/cpted/
· Twenty-five Techniques of Situational Prevention  

· Lauritsen, Janet and John Laub. 2007. Understanding the Link between Victimization and Offending: New Reflections on an Old Idea. In, Crime Prevention Studies. Surveying Crime in the 21st Century, Vol.2. Michael Hough and Michael Maxfield (Eds.). Monsey, NY: Criminal Justice Press.55-77.

· Andrew M. Lemieux and  Marcus Felson.  Risk of Violent Crime Victimization During Major Daily Activities Violence and Victims, Volume 27,  201, Skim
III. Individual Differences 

Biology  

· Rowe David. 2002. Biology and Crime, Chapters 2-4.

· Simons et al.  Social Environment, Genes, and Aggression : Evidence Supporting the Differential Susceptibility Perspective American Sociological Review 2011 76: 883.  Skim
· Burt and Simons, Pulling Back the curtain on Heritability Studies,  Criminology, 2014,  Skim
· Barnes et al.  Demonstrating the Validity of Twin Research in Criminology. Forthcoming in Criminology.  Skim  (That’s my boy!)
      Socialization 
· Gladwell, Malcolm.  Do Parents Matter?  The New Yorker, August 17, 1998.
· Harris, Judith.  How to succeed in childhood.  The Wilson Quarterly, 1999.
· Widom, Cathy "The Cycle of Violence" Science, 1989, 244, pp. 160-166. optional
· Kenneth Dodge, John Bates,, and Gregory Pettit.  Mechanisms in the Cycle of Violence. Science, 1990, vol. 250, pp 1678-1683.

· R.B. Felson, (1996).  “Mass Media Effects on Violent Behavior.”  Annual Review of Sociology, 22, 103-128.

· Ferguson and Dyck.  Paradigm change in aggression research: The time has come to retire the General Aggression Model.  Aggression and Violent Behavior, 2012, 17, 220-228.

· Johnson, J. G., Cohen, P., Smailes, E. M., Kasen, S., and Brook, J. S. 2002. “Television Viewing and Aggressive Behavior During Adolescence and Adulthood.” Science, 295, 2468-2471. 

· Huesmann, L. R., Moise, J., Podolski, C. P., and Eron, L. D. 2003. Longitudinal Relations Between Childhood Exposure to Media Violence and Adult Aggression and Violence: 1977-1992. Developmental Psychology, 39:201-221. 

· Kreager, Derek A. 2007. “Unnecessary Roughness? School Sports, Peer Networks, and Male Adolescent Violence.” American Sociological Review, 72:705-724. 
· Peaceful Warriors: Codes for Violence among Adult Male Bar Fighters.  Copes, Hochstetler, and Forsyth.  Criminology.  Volume 51 Number 3 2013 761
Mental Illness

· Bruce G. Link, John Monahan, Ann Stueve, Francis T. Cullen. 1999, Real in Their Consequences: A Sociological Approach to Understanding the Association between Psychotic Symptoms and Violence. American Sociological Review, Vol. 64, 316-332. 

· Fred E. Markowitz, 2011.  Mental illness, crime, and violence: Risk, context, and social control. Aggression and Violent Behavior,16, 36–44. Optional
IV. Domestic violence 
· Joel Best, 1997. Victimization and the Victim Industry. Society Vol. 34, No. 4, Pp. 9-17.  

· Loseke, Donileen R.  (1989). “Violence is ‘violence’ …or is it?  The Social 
construction of ‘wife abuse’ and public policy” from Images of Issues: Typifying 
Contemporary Social Problems. edited by Joel Best.  

· R. Gartner. Sex, gender and crime. Chpt. 12  in M. Tonry (ed.) Oxford Handbook of Crime and Criminal Justice. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011.  
· Stacey Lynn Williams, D.K Mckelvey, & I. Frieze. 2014. Intimate partner violence   Oxford Handbook on Crime, Gender, and Sex. Oxford University Press. Edited by Rosemary Gartner and Bill McCarthy. 

· Johnson, Michael.  “Patriarchal terrorism and Common Couple Violence: Two forms of violence against women.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family, 1995, 57, 283-294. Skim

· Straus, Murray 2012.  Blaming the Messenger for the Bad News about Partner Violence by Women: The Methodological, Theoretical, and Value Basis of the Purported Invalidity of the Conflict Tactics Scales.  Behavioral Sciences & the Law Behav. Sci. Law  

· Pleck, Elizabeth H. 1989.  Criminal approaches to family violence, 1640-1980.  In Lloyd Ohlin and Michael Tonry (Eds.)  Family Violence.  

· Maxwell, C. D., Garner, J. H., & Fagan, J. A. (2002). The preventive effects of arrest on intimate partner violence: Research, Policy and theory. Criminology and Public Policy, 2 (1), 51-79. 

· Donald G. Dutton and Tonia L. Nicholls [image: image1.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VH7-4HK5T17-1&_user=10&_coverDate=12%2F31%2F2006&_rdoc=1&_fmt=high&_orig=browse&_cdi=6059&_sort=d&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=1&_refLink=Y&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=cc11269ff46db05af3b51768bd527870" “The gender paradigm in domestic violence research and theory: Part 1—The conflict of theory and data” Aggression and Violent Behavior, 2006,  11,  680-714. 
· Archer, J. (2000). Sex differences in aggression between heterosexual partners: A meta-analytic review. Psychological Bulletin.  Skim.
· Moffitt, T.E. & Caspi, A. 1999. Findings about partner violence in the Dunedin Multidisciplinary Health & Development Study. National Institute of Justice Research in Brief. Washington, D.C.: US Department of Justice. 

· Felson. R.B. 2010 “Academic Apartheid: Segregation in the Study of Partner Violence.”  Partner Abuse. 1, 1, 61-81.  OR  R. B. Felson. 2014 “Back to Basics: Gender and the Social Psychology of Aggression  Oxford Handbook on Crime, Gender, and Sex. Oxford University Press.
· Felson, R.B. Violence and Gender Reexamined, Chapter 3.
· Suffragettes Deny Chivalry on Titanic, NY Times 1912
· Using I3 Theory to Clarify When Dispositional Aggressiveness Predicts Intimate Partner Violence Perpetration  Eli J. Finkel C. Nathan DeWall Erica B. Slotter James K. McNulty Richard S. Pond, Jr.  David C. Atkins    Journal of Personality and Social Psychology    2012, Vol. 102, No. 3, 533–549
V. Predatory violence

Robbery 

·  Lejeune, R.. "The management of a mugging" Urban Life, 1977 6, 123-147. ??

· Wright, Richard T. and Scott H. Decker, 1997 Armed robbers in action. Stickups and street culture. Boston: Northeastern University Press. Chapter 2-4.

· Floyd Feeney, “Robbers as Decision makers” in  In Their Own Words: Criminals 
on Crime: An Anthology - 2nd edition, edited by Paul Cromwell  

Rape and Sexual Coercion

· Scully and Marolla, "`Riding the bull at Gilley's': Convicted rapists describe the rewards of rape" Social Problems, 1985, 32, 251-262.  

· Groth, A.N. "Rape: the sexual expression of aggression" chapter 29 in Brain & Benton(eds.), Multidisciplinary Approaches to Aggression Research. 

· Gregor, T. "Male Dominance and Sexual Coercion" in Cultural Psychology: Essays on Comparative Human Development, edited by J.W. Stigler et al. 

· Kanin, E. "Date rapists: Differential sexual socialization and relative deprivation." Archives of Sexual Behavior 1985, 6, 67-76.

· Gilbert, N. "The phantom epidemic of sexual assault" The Public Interest, 1991, 54-65. 
· Felson, What do Rapists Want?  Unpublished

· Richard B. Felson. 1993.  "Motives for Sexual Coercion" in Aggression and Violence: Social Interactionist Perspectives (edited by Felson and Tedeschi).  American Psychological Association. ???
· Richard Felson and Patrick R. Cundiff    A Perfect Storm: Sexual Assault as a Crime Against Teenagers.  2013  43: 273-284
· Richard B. Felson, Patrick Cundiff* and Noah Painter-Davis*. 2012. Age and Sexual Assault in Correctional Facilities: A Blocked Opportunity Approach. Criminology 50:887-912
· Muehlenhard Charlene L. and Zoë D. Peterson. Wanting and Not Wanting Sex: The Missing Discourse of Ambivalence.  Feminism & Psychology  2005 Vol. 15(1): 15–20.
· Muehlenhard and Hollabaugh "Do women sometimes say no when they mean yes? The prevalence and correlates of women's token resistance to sex."  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 1988, 54, 872-89. Optional
VI.  Alcohol and Drugs

· Quigley and Leonard, “Alcohol, Drugs, and Violence,”  Chpt. 14 in Aggression and Violence: An Introductory Text edited by Van Hasselt and Hersen (1999).

· White, Helene, “A Summary of Research on Drug-Related Violence,” chpt. 12 in Zahn, Brownstein, and Jackson.  Violence: from Theory to Research, 2004.
· Gladwell, Malcolm,  Drinking Games,  The New Yorker.

· Richard B. Felson, Jukka Savolainen,  Thoroddur Bjarnason,  Amy L. Anderson, and Tusty Zohra.  2011. The Cultural Context of Adolescent Drinking and Violence in 30 European Countries.  Criminology.  49, 3, 699-728.
VII. Weapons 

· Cook, Philip.  The Great American Gun War: Notes from four decades in the trenches.  Crime and Justice, 2013, 42 19-73.

· Jongyeon Tark and Gary Kleck.  Resisting crime: the effects of victim action on the outcomes of crime.  Criminology, 2004, 861-910.   SKIM

· Wells and Horney, Weapon Effects and Individual Intent to Do Harm, Criminology, 2002, 40, 265-296.

· Iain R. Brennan and Simon C Moore.  2009. Weapons and violence: A review of theory and research.  Aggression and Violent Behavior 14, 215–225.
VIII. Class and Race 
· Messner, S. and Rosenfeld. 1999  “Social Structure and Homicide” in Homicide: A Sourcebook of Social Research, edited by Smith, M. and Zahn

· Anderson, Elijah. “Violence and the Inner City Street Code,” Chapter 1 in Violence and Childhood in the Inner City, edited by Joan McCord. (If you haven’t read his work before)
· Stewart, Eric A., and Ronald L. Simons. 2006. “Structure and Culture in African-American Adolescent Violence: A Partial Test of the Code of the Street Thesis.” Justice Quarterly, 23:1-33. 
· McLoin, Schreck, Stewart, and Ousey.  2011. Predicting the violent offender: the discriminant validity of the subculture of violence.Volume 49, Issue 3,  Criminology  pages 767–794.  
· Kreager, Derek A. 2007. “When It’s Good to be ‘Bad’: Violence and Adolescent 
Peer Acceptance.” Criminology, 45:601-631. 

· Sampson, Robert J., Jeffrey D. Morenoff, and Stephen Raudenbush. 2005. “Social Anatomy of Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Violence.” American Journal of Public Health, 95: 224-232.

· Ruth D. Peterson and Lauren J. Krivo. Macrostructural Analyses of Race, Ethnicity, and Violent Crime: Recent Lessons and New Directions for Research. Annual Review of Sociology Vol. 31: 331-356.  

· Courtwright, David.  Violent Land: Single Men and Social Disorder from the Frontier to the Inner City.  1996.  chapters 11& 12.

· Harer, Miles D. and Darrell J. Steffensmeier. 1996. "Race and Prison Violence." Criminology 34: 323-355. Skim
· Richard B. Felson and Noah Painter-Davis. 2012 Another Cost of Being a Young Black Male: Race, Weaponry, and Lethal Outcomes in Assaults.   Social Science Research.    41:1241-1253.
· Paul-Philippe Pare and  Richard B. Felson.  Income Inequality, Poverty, and Crime Across Nations. Forthcoming in British Journal of Sociology. 

· Richard B. Felson and Derek Kreager. 2015. Group Differences in Delinquency: What is there to Explain?  Race and Justice 5:58-87. 
· Racism and violence in America: A Conversation with Glenn C. Loury. A Sam Harris podcast. optional
IX. Regional variation

· Nisbett, Richard and Dov Cohen.  1996. Culture of Honor:  The Psychology of Violence in the South. Chapter 1 (Violence and Honor in the Southern United States) and chapter 4. (Insult, Aggression, and the Southern Culture of Honor: An “Experimental Ethnography”)

· Christopher G. Ellison. An Eye for an Eye? A Note on the Southern Subculture of Violence Thesis. Social Forces, Vol. 69, No. 4 (Jun., 1991), pp. 1223-1239.
· Richard B. Felson and Paul-Philippe Paré.  “Firearms and Fisticuffs:  Region, Race, and Adversary Effects on Homicide and Assault.”  Social Science Research.

39, 272–284.
X. Temporal and national variation

· Eisner, Manuel. (2003)  Long-Term Historical Trends in Violent Crime.  Crime and Justice, 30, pp. 83-142.

· Why is There Peace?  By Steven Pinker 
· Cooney, The Privation of Violence, Criminology, 2003, 41, 4 and Greenberg’s comment

· Blumstein, Alfred, Frederick Rivara and Richard Rosenfeld.  The Rise and Decline of Homicide—and Why.  2000. American Review of Public Health, 21, 505-41. 
· Richard B. Felson, Mark T. Berg, and Meghan Rogers.* 2014. Bring a gun to a gunfight: Armed Adversaries and Violence across Nations. Social Science Research. 47:70-90.

· Paul-Philippe Pare and  Richard B. Felson. 2014. Income Inequality, Poverty, and Crime Across Nations. 2014. British Journal of Sociology. 65: 434-458.??

