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Editorial 
Eric Dubow,  

North American Bulletin Editor 
 
Welcome to the June 2015 edition of the ISRA Bulletin. Next year, we’ll meet in 
Sydney, Australia, for the XXIInd ISRA World Meeting from July 19-23. The co-
organizers are Wayne Warburton (wayne.warburton@mq.edu.au) and Tom Denson 
(t.denson@unsw.edu.au). We look forward to this meeting with great excitement! 
Wayne and Tom will be working with the scientific committee to put together an 
intellectually stimulating program of presentations that include symposia, papers, 
and poster sessions. The feature presentation of this issue of the Bulletin is the 
first announcement of this upcoming meeting. The conference website is up 
and running, and we provide all of the details about submission deadlines, 
registration, the venue, social program, and a preview into what you will see 
in Australia. Of course, you can read one of the many travel guides or books 

about Australia. My friend, colleague, and travel agent, Rowell Huesmann, is making me read Bill 
Bryson’s (2000) In a Sunburned Country to whet my appetite. Also, Wayne and Tom prepared a 
video that highlights exactly why all members should come to the meeting (the link is included in 
the materials below).  
 
We start off this Bulletin with messages from President-elect Mike Potegal, President Kaj Björkqvist, 
Executive Secretary Dominic Parrott, and Editor of Aggressive Behavior, John Archer. Next, we include 
several pages announcing the Sydney World Meeting (with inviting pictures of the beauty of Australia). 
Then we include important ISRA notes, a special announcement about a new academic program at the 
University of Valencia (Master in Neurocriminology), and a description of a new book co-edited by one 
of our members (Martín Ramírez). For our members who are interested specifically in child and 
adolescent aggression research, I include in this Bulletin a listing of presentations from the March 2015 
meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development that I attended that focused on aggression 
and violence. You’ll notice many of our ISRA members’ names among those presenters.  
 
As always, we end the Bulletin with the ISRA Flyer that is designed to describe our society, increase our 
exposure, and attract new members; be sure to share this flyer with your colleagues and students. 
And also be sure to print the VERY LAST PAGE of the Bulletin—a 1-page flyer about the 
upcoming Sydney World Meeting—to distribute to your colleagues and networks to encourage 
them to attend the ISRA meeting in Australia. We are hoping for a very broad representation of 
colleagues that reaches out to previously under-represented regions (e.g., Asia, the Pacific, New 
Zealand, and other Southern hemisphere countries).  
 
In closing, please remember that our goal for the Bulletin is to keep our members informed of 
scholarship in the area of aggression and to share each other’s work. So, please email Manuela with any 
materials you would like us to include in the next issue of the Bulletin in December 2015. 
 
Best wishes for a productive summer! Hope to see you next year in Sydney! Eric 
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A Message from Our President-Elect,                                                                                     

Michael Potegal 
  

Despite well-known arguments that we, as a species, have become less violent 
through history, human aggression continues to take an enormous toll in the 
destruction of individual lives and the devastation of communities. In 
developed countries, intimate partner violence remains a significant problem 
while subcultures of violence among underprivileged minorities continue to 
raise their homicide rates. Atrocities committed in recent and ongoing bloody 
conflicts in Africa, Asia, the Mideast, and elsewhere in the world include the 
forced recruitment and systematic dehumanization of child soldiers, mass rape 
as a weapon of war, and genocide. Springing from material circumstances and 

history, fueled by desires for dominance, and wrapped in ideology, terrorist groups like Al Shabaab, 
Boka Haram, ISIS, and their confederates are wreaking havoc. 
 
Academic research on aggression can provide an understanding of the mechanisms of aggression and a 
basis for rational action. ISRA can be focal point for exchange of relevant ideas. While greatly looking 
forward to our meeting in Sydney, I am concerned that it be as scientifically diverse and inclusive as 
possible, especially in the biological aspects of aggression that have been inadequately represented of 
late.  There are many interesting and insight-yielding continuities between our aggression and that of 
other animals. These include, but are not limited to, body postures of dominance and subordination; 
preconflict sizing-up of the other’s aggressive ability; reactive responses to immediate threat vs. 
proactive initiation of aggression to secure resources and/or establish and maintain dominance status; 
coalitional violence by humans and other primates; bystander effects; and the ubiquity of postconflict 
reconciliation among members of a group. 
 
The same brain structures that control aggression in other animals also do so in us, making new insights 
from neuroscience research all the more interesting and helping us to interpret the emerging differences 
in the brains of hostile and violent individuals. We are learning much about the neural and hormonal 
bases of adolescent impulsivity. Consider the surprising and hopeful finding that genes predisposing 
toward greater antisocial behavior in youngsters also predispose to greater prosocial behavior, 
depending on the rearing environment. Neurochemical investigation will hopefully yield a rational 
pharmacology of anti-aggressive agents for clinical use. 
 
Equally, the differences between us and other animals underscore uniquely human capacity to use 
language for insult, threat and propaganda; to imagine and create weapons; and to organize complex 
social structures of hundreds, thousands or millions of people to wage war. In light of this multifaceted 
complexity, we should encourage participation in the meeting by members of all scientific disciplines 
interested in aggression and violence, from anthropology and animal behavior, behavior genetics and 
criminology to endocrinology and sociology, neuroscience and psychiatry, pharmacology and social 
psychology.  ISRA should be an exciting and invigorating venue for practitioners of different disciplines 
to share insights derived from new technologies and developments. Fruitful interchange about the 
phenomena of aggression can be explored at different but related levels in formal presentations and 
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informal discussions. What ISRA is about is sharing our keen interest in the phenomena of aggression 
with colleagues who bring different perspectives to the discussion. I will be working toward these goals.  
 
See you in Sydney, on the only continent with universal gun control laws. 
 
Regards, 
Mike 
 
 

A Message from Our President,  
Kaj Björkqvist 

 
Dear ISRA Colleagues,  
 
During most of my years in ISRA, I recall discussions at ISRA 
meetings about whether or not, or to what extent, ISRA should 
participate in the public debate on matters related to aggression. 
During the 80s, the topic of whether “war is in our genes” or not was 
hot, which it still is. At that time, news media commonly presented the 
view that wars are an unavoidable consequence of our genetically 
inborn human aggressiveness as a “matter of fact”. Nobel laureate 

Konrad Lorenz’s book “On Aggression”, published in English in 1964, certainly played an important 
role as an opinion maker in this respect. The “war-is-in-the-genes” view came in handy for some who 
needed a justification for participating in wars in different parts of the world. Most ISRA members felt, 
however, this view to be incorrect. It was debated whether ISRA should write a professional statement 
about the matter and make a press release.  This was not done, perhaps because a common view on the 
matter could not be agreed upon, and some also expressed that such a statement potentially had political 
implications, and scientific organizations should stay out of politics. Some ISRA members, however, 
organized themselves (together with some non-ISRA members) into a group formulating the Seville 
Statement on Violence in 1986. The Statement explicitly claimed that it is scientifically incorrect to 
suggest that wars are inevitable due to human nature. 
 
Unfortunately, the Seville Statement claimed that no other mammals but humans fight wars; this was 
soon after proven incorrect when Jane Goodall published data showing that chimpanzees indeed had 
war-like group conflicts involving killings. The Statement was published well before Richard 
Wrangham wrote his highly controversial book on “Demonic Males” in 1999. However, it was also 
before Frans de Waal and others wrote about the peaceful bonobos, and before Douglas Fry and others 
published their work on human tribes of foragers who do not fight wars. The debate is still on. 
 
My own take on the matter is that wars most definitely are avoidable; there is nothing in human nature 
that dooms us to fight wars forever and ever. Whether wars are “in our genes” or not is in my opinion a 
wrongly put question. Of course, the possibility for making wars is in our genes. On the other hand, I 
cannot believe that there is something in our genes that forces us to have wars. Conflicts may be 
unavoidable, but humankind may certainly learn how to solve them without wars, although we are not 
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yet at that stage. After all, a few hundred years ago slavery was regarded as natural, and now it is 
abolished. 
 
In more recent years, ISRA participated in the public debate with regard to the issue of negative effects 
of violent films and computer games. This time ISRA handled the matter in quite a different way than it 
handled the “war-in-the-genes” question. In 2011, Craig Anderson, President of ISRA at that time, after 
seeking advice and approval of the ISRA Council, appointed a special commission called the ISRA 
Violent Media Effects Commission, with the purpose of writing a report on the matter. The commission 
wrote a well-founded review of scientific research on the topic. The report was published on the ISRA 
website, where it still is available; it was translated into other languages, disseminated in various ways, 
and published as an article in Aggressive Behavior as well. I think this procedure serves as an excellent 
model for how ISRA may participate in the public debate in the future too, on matters where we have 
true expertise within our membership, and when we consider a need for it. 
 
This leads me over to another question that I take a great interest in for the moment, namely, the ISRA 
website. In my opinion, we are not using its potential to the extent that we could, and should. The 
website has great potential for promoting our society, which we do not make use of. We could make it 
an interesting and rewarding place to visit, for instance by providing informative articles and links, so 
that the public would get to know it as a valuable source for scientific information on matters related to 
aggression. If readers see the website as useful, they may get interested in going to meetings and 
becoming members as well. The website should be seen as the Entrance Gate to ISRA. The procedure of 
becoming a member should also be simplified. It should be made possible to pay the dues, for instance 
by using PayPal, as easily as you buy something on Amazon.com. 
 
I see ISRA as standing on two legs: one is the journal Aggressive Behavior, the other is our Biennial 
World Meeting. Potentially, the website could develop into a third leg, perhaps not of equal importance, 
but still with greater impact than it has now. That requires hard work, though, and people willing to do 
it. ISRA should perhaps appoint an officer with the sole job of developing and maintaining the website. 
 
Finally to the issue of our World Meetings. The next one will be in Sydney in 2015, as most of you 
know. The work is well under way: during our Executive Officers’ virtual meeting in May, the 
organizers Wayne Warburton and Tom Denton presented their ongoing work, and it looks very 
promising indeed. I am convinced that it will be a very successful meeting.  
 
This month, we also received a proposal for a meeting venue in 2018: Farzaneh Pahlavan and her 
colleagues have sent a proposal for arranging the 2018 meeting in Paris. As you might know, they were 
competing with Sydney for arranging the 2016 meeting, and were that time beaten by only a 
handbreadth. Their proposal looks very promising. That said, other proposals are of course welcome, 
too.  
 
With summer greetings, 
Kaj 
 

 
 

5  



 

 
A Message from our Executive Secretary, 

Dominic Parrott 
 
Dear ISRA Colleagues: 
 
We are one year away from ISRA’s 22nd World Meeting in Sydney, 
Australia, which will be the first to be held in the Southern Hemisphere and 
first since the 1972 Founding Meeting to be held on a continent other than 
Europe or North America (with the exception of the 1991 off-year meeting in 
Jerusalem, Israel).  Wayne Warburton and Tom Denson are in the depths of 
preparations and are sure to have another memorable scientific and social 
program.  More information about the upcoming World Meeting can be found 
in the present issue of the Bulletin.   

 
On May 26, 2015, ISRA Officers held a “virtual mid-winter meeting” via SKYPE that included 
discussions with Wayne and Tom about the preparations for the upcoming World Meeting.  The quotes 
are very intentional.  A “mid-winter” meeting in May doesn’t quite fit regardless of the hemisphere in 
which you live.  The “virtual” meeting allowed us to coordinate a meeting across time zones in the 
United States, Finland, and Australia.  Needless to say, some of us were up a little late at night and 
others were up surely too early in the morning.  I’d like to report some of the highlights of that meeting. 
 
As I noted, we spent significant time discussing the preparations for the upcoming World Meeting.  One 
thing that is clear to me from these discussions is that it will be critical – perhaps more than is typical – 
for ISRA to publicize the World Meeting to attract new attendees and, we hope, new members.  In fact, 
one of the clear benefits of hosting the World Meeting in Sydney is to make attendance feasible for 
aggression scholars who might not otherwise be able to travel to North America or Europe.  One of the 
best ways for us to accomplish that is for those of you who are reading this to reach out to colleagues 
who you think may be interested in attending, particularly our colleagues in Asia, New Zealand, and the 
Pacific.  One selling point of which I was not aware is that conferences in Australia tend to come with 
very high registration costs (e.g., $1,000); thus, the ISRA World Meeting will be a very affordable 
meeting relative to other options. 
 
Staying on the theme of World Meetings, we also discussed potential interest in future World Meetings.  
Thus, if you are considering a proposal for hosting an ISRA World Meeting, please contact me directly 
(parrott@gsu.edu) or Kaj Björkqvist (kaj.bjorkqvist@abo.fi).  ISRA would like to finalize the 2018 
World Meeting soon and, if possible, the 2020 World Meeting. 
 
A final action item from our meeting was the importance of updating the ISRA website. This was a 
point of discussion at the Council Meeting in Atlanta last year.  At both the Council Meeting and in our 
most recent discussion, there was a clear consensus that investing in a new website with better 
functionality is long overdue.  While movement on this action item had stalled, I believe that it has 
regained significant momentum.  There are numerous ideas regarding website functionality that are 
actively being discussed, including the ability to process membership applications and annual dues 
payments as well as hosting chat rooms and message boards.  We welcome ideas from ISRA members, 
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which can be forwarded to me.  To generate ideas for the website, its development, and its costs, we are 
also reaching out to colleagues and other professional societies to inquire about their approach to the 
process.  In mid-September, we will reconvene another “virtual” meeting dedicated specifically to this 
issue.  Our aim is obtain formal proposals and cost estimates for website development, hosting, and 
maintenance soon thereafter, and for ISRA’s Council to weigh in and vote on those proposals.  
 
Best Regards, 
Dominic 
 
 
 

A Message from the Editor-in-Chief of Aggressive Behavior, 
John Archer  

  
 Further Reflections from a Journal Editor 
 
I’ll offer a few more substantial reflections on submissions to the journal than I did 
last time when I concentrated on English and grammar. Papers that are accepted in the 
journal cover a range of issues, but some common themes are bullying, honor-culture, 
domestic violence, reactive and proactive aggression, and the effects of videogame 
violence. We don’t get many submissions on biological topics, or from 
anthropologists or political scientists. Nearly all submissions are empirical studies, 

with a few being meta-analyses.  
 
We get many submissions on bullying and many end up published. I notice how much the area of 
bullying research has diversified in recent years, and the important impact bullying has on school-aged 
children was reflected in the special issue of American Psychologist on “School Bullying and 
Victimization” (May-June 2015). In papers I read for the journal, there is often attention paid to the roles 
of children in school bullying beyond the simple bully-victim distinction: those who are bystanders, 
those who assist bullies, and those who try to stop them are now often included in analyses of school 
bullying. One common distinction that goes back some way in bullying research is a four category one 
between bully, victim, bully-victim, and not-involved. I often wonder about some of the claims made for 
the bully-victim category. In a study of prison bullying in which I was involved, we adopted an 2 
(bully/non-bully) x 2 (victim/no victim) distinction and found that the characteristics of the “bully-
victim” category could be explained by the additive effects of their bully and victim scores, with no 
interaction between the two, i.e., no emergent properties of being in the category “bully-victim”. I don’t 
know the answer to this, but I wonder whether this might be the case in school bullying research, and 
whether inflated claims are made about bully-victims.  
 
The journal is planning a Special Issue (SI) on a bullying-related topic “Interventions for 
Cyberbullying”. I must admit to a general reluctance about special issues, but I agreed to this one after 
reading the details supplied in a plan by the Special Issue Editors (SIEs). The reason for my reluctance is 
my experience as a contributor to SIs in the past. I remember having a paper accepted (after review and 
revision) by the Special Issue Editor (SIE), only to find that the journal editor wanted a further round of 
reviews, and inevitably more revisions. This isn’t the best of experiences for an author, and likewise for 
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the SIEs. Typically, SIs arise because someone approaches the Editor with a plan for a special issue, and 
already has in mind a group of authors. This was the case for the forthcoming special issue on 
cyberbullying. Rather than go through the experience of two rounds of reviews, this time I involved the 
SIEs from the start so that each paper is being reviewed by one reviewer nominated by a journal editor 
(myself or one other) and one nominated by one of two SIEs. We are also involving the SIEs in 
evaluating the reviews of papers. In this way, we hope to avoid duplications, and to avoid falling out 
with the SIEs along the way. We’ve yet to see how this will work out in practice.  
 
The journal has had a number of submissions (and some acceptances) in the area of honor-culture. It is 
apparent to me that people use this term in different ways. Academic research on the topic in social 
psychology focussed on the honor culture of southern white males in the US. A series of well-designed, 
and now well-known, studies showed that a personal insult acted so as to lower some internal value of 
the person’s self-worth such that the deficit could only be restored by violent action against the 
instigator of the insult. I first came across these studies at an ISRA meeting in Delray Beach, Florida, in 
the 1990s, when Dov Cohen presented some of the findings. From the research I now read on honor-
values and aggression, it seems that the concept of honor is much wider than young men responding to 
insults. The sort of honor that gets reported in the European media is typically concerned with family 
honor, and the importance of chaste and modest behavior by women from honor cultures. The resulting 
violence by (usually) male members of the family when one of their women members behaves – in their 
eyes - dishonorably has become a concern in European countries where such behavior meets with 
widespread disapproval by the majority population. I often wonder how the two sorts of honor values 
are linked; they seem to be characteristic of similar collectivist cultures, but it is not clear whether they 
operate relatively independently or whether they are two sides of the same coin. 
 
Following papers distinguishing the form of aggressive acts (physical or verbal, direct or indirect), it is 
now common to receive submissions investigating the distinction between proactive and reactive 
aggression. The distinction originated in studies of schoolchildren, and it has now been transferred into 
those of adolescents and adults. From talking with other ISRA members it is clear that many people 
remain skeptical about this distinction (and the related one between instrumental and expressive 
aggression). What I understand from recently accepted papers is that although the same individuals tend 
to have similar scores on both measures, the two forms of aggression are related to different variables. If 
this area is going to be further investigated in adults, it seems to me that a measure specifically designed 
for adults would be an improvement over the one in current use, which was designed for adolescents.  
 
I mentioned that the journal doesn’t receive many biological submissions, by which I mean those 
concerned with brain function, neurotransmitters, or hormones. We do still receive the occasional paper 
on testosterone and aggression. One aspect of studies supposedly on the impact of prenatal androgens is 
the use of adult measures of digit ratios (2D:4D) as a proxy for prenatal androgen exposure. There are 
hundreds of published studies using this measure, and they essentially correlate it with one or more of a 
wide range of behavioral and psychological measures. A meta-analysis of the relatively few studies 
involving aggression did not produce a significant overall correlation with digit ratio when publication 
bias was taken into account. The last paper on this topic published in the journal (in 2012) stimulated a 
critical comment which raised some general issues about this field. The 2D:4D measure and its meaning 
continue to be controversial.  
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These are just a few reflections on the topics that have come my way as Editor, and about which there 
are divided opinions. I’ll close with one last comment: I find that the all the concerns I expressed last 
time I wrote in the Bulletin, about the use of English and Grammar, still occur regularly in the final 
versions of accepted papers. All I can say, finally, and interestingly, is that it seems that this comprises 
of an ongoing continuing dynamic, and I hypothesize that next year the same behaviors will emerge and 
the situation will be no better compared with now. It’s actually quite easy to write like this, but rather 
harder to read. 
 
John Archer 
Editor-in-Chief 
Aggressive Behavior 
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        Meeting Co-Organizers  
        Wayne Warburton,                Tom Denson, 
      Macquarie University         University of New South Wales 
 

 
 

A once in a lifetime opportunity! 
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The 2016 International Society for Research on Aggression World Meeting will be in Sydney, Australia, 
from July 19-23, 2016. The meeting will be hosted at the University of New South Wales (meeting 
proper) and Macquarie University (pre-conference workshops) and is being organized by Wayne 
Warburton (wayne.warburton@mq.edu.au) Tom Denson (t.denson@unsw.edu.au) and an enthusiastic 
local committee.  
 
Click on the url below to see a short (and hopefully amusing) video about ISRA 2016 featuring Wayne, 
Tom, several emus and kangaroos, two cleaning implements, some beautiful Australian places, as well 
as a traditional Welcome and Smoking Ceremony.  
 

https://youtu.be/dPou3FrKUgM 
 

Registration and Conference Submissions 
• Registrations are now open (http://www.trybooking.com/145228) and the conference website is 

now live at: http://www.iec.mq.edu.au/research/cfrc/isra_2016/.  
• Abstract submissions can be emailed to Tom or Wayne (see website for submission details).  

 
Here are Some Important Deadlines  

• Submissions (Please note that submissions received by the early deadlines are more likely to be 
approved than later submissions.)  

• Symposia: 
o Early deadline: February 28, 2016  
o Late deadline: April 30, 2016  

• Posters:  
o Early deadline: March 31, 2016  
o Late deadline: May 31, 2016  

• Registrations:  
o Early bird registration ends Friday, June 17, 2016  

• Conference costs are in Australian Dollars.  
• Remember, the current exchange rates with the US Dollar and Euro are very favourable.  

 
Conference Registration Costs  
  Early bird rates (before June 17, 2016):  
  ISRA Members  $350  
  ISRA Students  $195  
  Non-members  $425  
   Non-member - student rate  $270  
  Day Registration $140 
 
* You can apply for ISRA membership here http://www.israsociety.com/application.html 
 
  If registering after June 17, 2016, the following rates apply: 
  ISRA Members $425  
  Students $195 
  Non-members $495 
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The 2016 Young Investigators Program: Words from Mike Potegal 
• In 2008, ISRA meetings began to include a Young Investigators Program to encourage graduate 

students, postdoctoral fellows, and new faculty to enter the exciting fields of aggression research. 
It has been my pleasure and privilege to have organized the YI program since the 2010 meeting 
in Storrs (thank you, Deborah Richardson). I look forward to organizing it again for the 2016 
meeting. 

• The first part of our format is a half-day pre-meeting workshop  in which participants are 
encouraged to present grant applications or papers they are working on, scientific projects, or 
questions they are wrestling with and the like; the floor is then opened to general discussion for 
suggestions and help. These discussions introduce the participants to one another and can be the 
start of collaborative projects. 

• The other part of the program format is “meals with mentors”: two lunches and a dinner which 
give the YIs a chance for close, informal discussion with a rotating panel of 3 or 4 senior 
researchers, often including the plenary speakers at the meeting.  Topics for mealtime discussion 
include career development in academia/industry, setting up a lab, selecting research questions, 
initiating collaborations, ethics of aggression research re IACUCs and IRBs, grantsmanship, and 
scientific writing and reviewing. Participants in each program have expressed their great 
satisfaction with the experience in which they may have, for the first time, met and interacted 
with the greater community of scholars who appreciate and share their interests 

• The program covers YIs travel costs, so the group in Sydney will be smaller than the usual 8-12, 
probably including around 6 local people and 1 or 2 from Europe, North America, or elsewhere.  
First announcements and requests for application to the program will go out this fall. We have 
sent as many as 1000 emails in previous years. Suggestions about who should be emailed for 
2016 are welcome. 

 
The Social Program 
There are opportunities for attendees to engage in a wide variety of social events in and near  
Sydney. All are optional, and some have a cost that needs to be paid at registration. 
 

• Opening Celebration: At the Coogee Bay Hotel Seaview room opposite beautiful Coogee 
Beach Tuesday July 19 at 4.30pm (free to registered delegates) 

o All delegates are invited to attend the opening celebration at the Coogee Bay Hotel. Catch 
up with your old and new ISRA friends at this informal welcome, opposite beautiful 
Coogee Beach. Canapes will be served and there will be an open bar to purchase drinks. 
People will also be able to register for the conference here. 

• Restaurant night – make new friends with those who share your preferred cuisine. Wednesday 
July 20 at various Sydney restaurants 

o Pioneered successfully by Mike Potegal and his team at ISRA in Minneapolis, this night 
will allow delegates to choose a preferred cuisine at the time they register for the 
Meeting. The choices are modern Australian, seafood, Japanese, Thai, Italian and 
Spanish/Tapas. Delegates will then be sent details of the restaurant they are booked at, 
and will meet the other delegates who also chose that cuisine when they arrive. This will 
afford the chance to connect with new people, forge new friendships, and experience 
incredible cuisine. It's going to be a night to remember! 

• Thursday afternoon outings (July 21). There are two to choose from: 
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o 3-hour Captain Cook Cruise ($85 per person): Enjoy complimentary canapes and 
Australian wines as you soak up the world’s most stunning Harbour from the water. 
Watch the sun go down over Sydney Harbour and see the Harbour Bridge, Opera house 
and city lights from the comfort of a sleek, modern vessel. This will be a relaxed and 
enjoyable afternoon/evening for all aboard. 

o Visit the Green Central Aboriginal Community and local Sacred Sites, and enjoy a 
bush tucker meal ($99 per person). In a rare opportunity, the elders of the Green Central 
Aboriginal Community and Bara Barang have offered to host a group of ISRA delegates 
for the afternoon and evening of July 21. Delegates will be transported to the Green 
Central Community on the NSW Central Coast, north of Sydney. They will be greeted 
with a Welcome to Country, offered the chance to participate in a smoking ceremony (see 
video clip at https://youtu.be/dPou3FrKUgM), and then given a guided tour of restricted 
aboriginal artefacts nearby. These have been dated at 7,000-20,000 years old. A 
Darkinjung elder will tell the traditional stories related to the carvings. Delegates will 
then return to Green Central to enjoy a meal of delicious bush tucker, including crocodile, 
kangaroo and chicken dishes, before being transported back to Sydney. 

• The Gala Banquet  
o At the Cyren restaurant overlooking beautiful Darling Harbour, Friday July 22 ($98 per 

person). A bus will leave the conference at 6.30 to take delegates to the Cyren Restaurant 
(Bar, Grill, Seafood) which overlooks beautiful Darling Harbour and has fabulous views 
of the Sydney CBD at night (http://www.nicks-seafood.com.au/venue/cyren/). There will 
be a 3-course meal served and an open bar to purchase drinks. The bus will return 
delegates at the end of the night. 

• Farewell Barbeque Saturday July 23 (free) 
o At the close of the Meeting, delegates are invited to attend a farewell barbeque at the 

UNSW venue. 
• Walkabout Wildlife Park. Delegates are also asked if they would like us to organise an event at 

the Walkabout Wildlife Park (which features in the ISRA 2016 video at 
https://youtu.be/dPou3FrKUgM). This would involve a tour of the park, which has many 
wonderful Australian animals including kangaroos, wallabies, koalas, emus, wombats, echidnas, 
dingoes, and many more. This is a very open park, so many of the animals are simply wandering 
around among its guests. The Park Manager has offered to also give a talk about her specialty 
area (aggression in Australian fauna). This would need to happen prior to or after the Meeting 
and interested delegates should indicate which is preferable when they register for the Meeting. 
The ISRA organising committee will make arrangements based on people’s expressions of 
interest. 

 
Why You Should Visit Australia – You Know You Have Always Wanted To!!! 

 
Australia is one of the most unique, diverse, and beautiful continents on Earth. From the central deserts 
and the Outback to snowy mountains, rainforests, beaches and harbours, Australia has a little (and 
sometimes a lot!) of everything. Sydney and its environs are also beautiful. Sydney is consistently 
ranked in the world’s top 10 most livable cities and boasts the Opera House, Sydney Harbour Bridge, 
Taronga Zoo, a stunning harbour, ferries to locations such as Manly, a vibrant night skyline, and 
beautiful beaches such as Coogee, where many delegates will be staying. Sydney is also central to many 
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attractions in NSW– the Hunter Valley wineries, the Blue Mountains, Jenolan Caves, the Southern 
Highlands, and many beautiful country towns. It is also the perfect launch point to see the rest of 
Australia, with regular flights running the length and breadth of the continent.  
 
We would, of course, like to see every ISRA member come to Sydney for the World Meeting in 2016. 
However, we would like to offer a special invitation to the many excellent aggression researchers from 
our neighbouring countries in Asia, the Pacific, and New Zealand. Here is the chance to meet your ISRA 
peers somewhere closer than Europe or the US!! Here is a little about the meeting and Australia:  
 
 
 
 
 

                     
 

              
 
 

There will be an optional 3-hour cruise of 
beautiful Sydney Harbour with views of the 
Opera House, Harbour Bridge, islands, and 
other sights. Drinks and canapés will be served. 

Accomodation Location: 
Coogee Beach 

Venue for the Gala Dinner: beautiful 
Darling Harbour. Darling Harbour is 
home to the Sydney Aquarium, 
Wildlife World (where you can see 
koalas, wallabies, and kangaroos!), 
and many bars and restaurants. 

Delegates will be greeted with a 
Welcome to Country and Smoking 
Ceremony if they visit the Green 
Central Community. ISRA delegates 
will also be able to visit sacred sites 
dated at more than 7,000 years old 
and eat bush tucker at the Coolamon 
café. 
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To the West of Sydney are the beautiful Blue Mountains, to the north is the 
Hunter Valley, known for its vineyards and fine foods, and to the south are 

stunning beaches and quaint coastal towns. These destinations are all within an 
easy day’s drive from Sydney. 

The Hunter Valley, north of Sydney and Pebbly 
Beach, south of Sydney, known for its tame beach 
kangaroos. 
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Sydney is also the ideal starting point to visit other wonderful places in Australia: 

Uluru at Australia’s centre, beautiful Darwin, and the stunning Kakadu and Litchfield 
National Parks are major attractions in the Northern Territory. The Great Barrier Reef and the world 
class white sandy beaches of tropical Queensland are also prized travel destinations. South Australia’s 
Barossa Valley and Western Australia’s Margaret River region are amongst the finest food and wine 
districts in the world, whilst Tasmania has pristine wilderness, stunning coastlines, and a number of 
historic convict-era sights. Victoria offers the gorgeous Great Ocean Road and wonderful shopping in 
historic Melbourne. Whatever your taste, you will find it in Australia! 
 

 

 
Mossman Gorge, Daintree Rainforest, in Tropical North Queensland (left); Uluru, Australia’s Red 

Centre, in the Northern Territory (right) 
 
 
We know that some ISRA members may be concerned about the cost of travelling to Australia. 
However, the Australian dollar is currently quite weak against the Euro and US dollar (check current 
exchange rates at http://www.xe.com/), and is expected to decline further. Thus, exchange rates are 
currently very favourable for most overseas travellers.  
 

We believe that this will be a once in a lifetime opportunity for many ISRA 
members and encourage everyone to come to Sydney in 2016 for the 22nd ISRA 

World Meeting! 
 

A Note from the ISRA Officers 
 
We know that ISRA 2016 in Sydney is going to be great, but to make the necessary numbers we 
need as many people as possible to come, particularly delegates from Asia, the Pacific, New 
Zealand, and other Southern hemisphere countries. We would ask ISRA members to send the 
1-page invitation at the end of this Bulletin to as many of their networks as they are able. 
In particular, could members encourage colleagues from the above regions to come?  
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ISRA WEBMASTER 
The ISRA officers are discussing options for hiring a webmaster for the ISRA website. If you have 
suggestions of groups with whom you have worked, please let Dominic know! In the meantime, the 
Center for the Study of Violence at Iowa State University can still make updates to the website. So, 
please contact Craig Anderson at csv@iastate.edu if there is information you would like to see on the 
website. 
 
TEACHING RESOURCES SECTION TO APPEAR ON ISRA WEBSITE 
We are developing a Teaching Resources section for the ISRA website. Please consider contributing to 
this endeavour! Contact Mike about materials you’d like to share. 
 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR ISRA WORLD MEETING VENUES 
We would like to urge our members to start developing proposals for our future ISRA World Meetings 
meetings (2018, 2020, etc.). If you would like to consider hosting a meeting, please let Mike, John, or 
Kaj know. It’s not too early to start that discussion! 
 
HAVE YOU RECENTLY PUBLISHED A BOOK? ARE YOU ABOUT TO LAUNCH A NEW 
BOOK? Why not share this information with all other ISRA members who might be more than 
interested to read or recommend it to colleagues and students? If you would like to see an advertisement 
for your book in the next Bulletin in December 2015, please contact Eric Dubow (edubow@bgsu.edu) or 
Manuela Martinez (manuela.martinez@uv.es) 
 
HOW DO YOU KNOW WHEN THE NEXT ISSUE OF AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR IS 
AVAILABLE ON-LINE? 
Wiley makes it possible to receive an email alert when a new issue is available. It requires that you 
create a Wiley log-in which can be done from Wiley's Aggressive Behavior home page. The link to 
receive "new content alerts" is located in the upper left section on the home page under "Journal Tools". 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291098-2337  

Important ISRA Notices 
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Dear ISRA members, 
 
It is a pleasure to inform all of you that we offer for the first time 
from the University of Valencia, Spain, a Master in 
Neurocriminology. It will start next October and it will be 
completely online. 
 
The first year the Master will be offered in Spanish but we expect to 
offer it in both Spanish and English by 2016-2017, in collaboration 
with the University of Springfield, USA. 
 
You can get information about the first edition in Spanish at this 

website: 
 
http://postgrado.adeit-uv.es/es/cursos/psicologia-
5/15521210/datos_generales.htm#.VYAwXet3WCc 
 
For more detailed information please contact either me (Manuela.Martinez@uv.es) or Luis 
Moya-Albiol (Luis.Moya@uv.es) 
 
With my best wishes, 
Manuela 

Special Announcement about a New Academic Degree Program 
MASTER IN NEUROCRIMINOLOGY 
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CONFLICT, VIOLENCE, TERRORISM AND THEIR PREVENTION 
Edited by J. Martín Ramírez, Chas Morrison & Arthur J. Kendall 
Published by Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2014 
ISBN: 978-1-4438-5347-1 

               (From the text’s Preface) 
 

Conflict, Violence, Terrorism and their 
Prevention provides an inter-disciplinary 
and global perspective on aspects of 
aggression and violence. It explores the 
individual, group, and international 
processes and conditions by which violent 
conflict occurs. It shows the wide range 
and diffuse nature of contemporary 
violence and the need to approach it from 
many disciplines. The book also examines 
some multi-faceted solutions and 
responses to conflict. The optimistic 

conclusion from this work is that there are concrete and specific ways to address conflict and violence. 
Violence is neither inevitable nor innately determined. 
 
The scientific study of conflict and violence is not a new endeavor. The International Society for 
Research on Aggression (ISRA) was founded more than forty years ago, in 1972, gathering scholars and 
researchers interested in the topic from quite interdisciplinary origins: individual and social psychology, 
psychiatry, physiology, sociology, anthropology, animal behavior, criminology, international law, 
political science, pharmacology, child development, and education. A decade later, Coloquios 
Internacionales sobre Cerebro y Agresión (CICA) started bringing together researchers from multiple 
disciplines to focus multidisciplinary attention on this important field. The main characteristic of these 
CICA meetings throughout the world (almost forty in five continents to date) is precisely this 
comprehensive approach.  
 
The serious consequences of September 11, 2001 revitalized research on an extreme form of violence: 
terrorism. In 2006, the Society for Terrorism Research (STR) was formed from the recognition of the 
need for a focused nonpartisan interdisciplinary organization that could promote the study of terrorism 
and disseminate information across disciplines throughout the world.  
 
In 2006, CICA and STR joined forces to deepen the understanding of the complexity of factors involved 
with aggression and terrorism. Starting the following year, they organized seven annual international 
conferences in a row. Most of this book is a product of contributions presented at the 7th CICA-STR 
International Conference in Burgas, on the Bulgarian Black Sea. 
 
Peace and conflict studies have grown in stature as scholarly subjects in recent years. The academic 
environment has witnessed a conceptual expansion, broadening out from issues of traditional security and 
military strategy to include conflict transformation, human security, peacebuilding, and governance. 
There is now much greater awareness that peace and conflict depend on a vast range of factors, inter alia, 
inequality, human rights, arms control, international norms, psychological perspectives, and community 
mobilization processes. Particularly since the end of the Cold War, standards of what constitutes ‘peace’ 
have moved toward becoming universal. Violent conflict, far from being glorious, honorable, or one route 
to victory is increasingly reviled and despised. Constructive conflict management therefore consists not 

Books by ISRA Members 
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only in effective post-war rebuilding, but particularly in preventing conflict occurring and in limiting its 
impact. Research in these fields has the practical aim of seeking to reduce the severity, frequency, and 
duration of conflict, of all types. 
 
This volume brings together thirteen well-researched chapters, using a variety of empirical and theoretical 
approaches drawn from psychology, political science, and anthropology. The book offers a 
comprehensive overview of violence, building on current thinking regarding causal factors, such as 
inequality, exclusion, lack of opportunity, or grievance. It broadens the conceptualization of the 
phenomena and links it with tangible measures that reduce conflict and promote peace. 
 
It shares the findings drawn from a diverse group of international scholars representing nine countries: 
Canada, Germany, Italy, Kazakhstan, Romania, Spain, Turkey, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States of America. This eclectic cast of authors approaches four main topics intimately related to 
aggression: conflict, violence, terrorism, and attempts toward their prevention.  
 
The first section approaches conflict in three different situations. Ozcelik begins with a psychological 
analysis of the Kurdish Conflict in Turkey. Pagani uses well-established psychological ideas to interpret 
interviews of Italian youngsters to find out their attitudes toward immigrants. Finally, Castilla presents a 
short synopsis of subjective reactions to a new circumstance in Spain: religious pluralism. 
 
In the second section, another four chapters are dedicated to understanding violence. A theoretical 
introduction by Beyer reviews the relationship between inequality and violence. Martinez provides a 
broad overview of armed violence in Central Africa. Another two chapters focus on uses of suicide as 
protest: Tibetan self-immolation suicides, by Morrison; and whether four acts of suicide by explosives in 
Kazakhstan might be considered terrorist acts, by Rakisheva and Morrison. 
 
The two chapters in the third section discuss two different aspects of terrorism. Barna discusses how 
failure to meet human rights agreements benefits terrorists. Hinz and Betz show their preliminary work on 
public support for counter-terrorism expenditure.  
The last section of this book addresses the prevention of conflict and violence. Carpintero-Santamaría 
uses her extensive knowledge on the topic to provide the reader with a sound explanation of the main 
factors affecting nuclear security. Checa proposes some insights into the prevention of direct violence in 
Latin America. Thiessen advances our understanding of post-conflict community reconciliation. In the 
final chapter, Ramírez gives some further insight into how education and using science to promote human 
rights can foster a culture of peace. 
 
Many scientific societies have been actively studying aggression and violence for decades. Unfortunately, 
they are often unaware of other disciplines’ work. We hope that this book will show the value of 
purposefully crossing disciplinary boundaries. 
 
This book is an important source for researchers and students of conflict, aggression, violence, and peace. 
It is accessible to anyone with broad interests in studying aggressive behavior and methods of reducing it. 
 
Short biosketches of the editors: 
 
J. Martín Ramírez is Professor at Universidad Complutense of Madrid, International Security Fellow at 
the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, and Visiting Fellow at the Hoover Institute for 
War, Revolution, and Peace at Stanford University, and at the East-West Center in Hawaii, among others. 
Academic background: Degrees in Medicine, Neurosurgery, Law, Humanities, Education, and National 
Defense. He studies the biopsychic processes underlying feelings and expressions of aggression in many 
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different species, from birds and rodents to felines and primates. Among other honors, he is a Fellow of 
the World Academy of Art and Science, Advisor to the Professors World Peace Academy and to the 
Society for Terrorism Research, and has an honorary doctorate from the University of San Francisco. 
 
Chas Morrison is Research Fellow in Reconstruction at the Centre for Peace and Reconciliation Studies, 
Coventry University, UK. His background is in post-conflict reconstruction in South Asia and East 
Africa, and he has research interests in civil conflict in India and Tibet/China. 
 
Arthur J. Kendall is a political psychologist and mathematical statistician. For 21 years, he mentored 
social scientists, accountants, economists, and statisticians on social and behavioral science methods and 
statistics for a US Congressional agency, the Government Accountability Office. He is a Fellow of the 
American Psychological Association and the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues. He is 
on the Council of the AAAS Science and Human Rights Coalition. He volunteers with Statistics without 
Borders. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The 2015 Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development was held in Philadelphia, 
PA, from March 19-21. There were many presentations on the topics of youth aggression and violence. I 
searched the online program for the keywords “aggression” and “violence.” Below, I list the symposia 
and papers on these topics. (The online program also lists poster presentations on these topics.) If you 
would like more information about specific presentations listed below, go to the SRCD webpage where 
you can access a printable program of the biennial meeting, along with author contact information at the 
end of the program book: 
http://www.srcd.org/sites/default/files/documents/2015_srcd_biennial_meeting_program_book_rev.pdf 
 

Longitudinal Trajectories 
 
The Relation between Aggression Trajectories across Childhood and Psychological and Behavioral 
Adjustment in Late Adolescence   Chair: Samuel E. Ehrenreich Discussant: Debra Pepler 

● Social and Physical Aggression Trajectories from Childhood through Late Adolescence as 
Predictors of Maladjustment at Age 18   Samuel E. Ehrenreich, Marion K. Underwood, Kurt J Beron 
 
● Longitudinal Trajectories of Relational and Physical Aggression predicting Machiavellianism and 
Narcissism   Tracy Vaillancourt, Heather L. Brittain 
 
● Links between Aggression and Substance Use Among Adolescents: Disentangling Within-person 
Change from Between-person Differences   Sarah D. Lynne-Landsman, Julia A Graber, Tracy R. 
Nichols, Gilbert J. Botvin 
 

Long-term consequences of a preschool intervention and early environmental risk on developmental 
pathways to youth violence   Alison Sara Giovanelli, Michelle M Englund, Arthur Reynolds 
 

Recent Child and Adolescent Aggression Research 
from the Society for Research in Child Development 
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Aggression Types 

New evidence for the distinction between reactive and proactive aggression Chair: Sabine Stoltz 
Discussant: Marion K. Underwood  

● The diagnostic value of proactive aggression for boys with severe disruptive behavior problems 
Bram Orobio de Castro, Welmoet Merk  
 
● Popularity Differentially Predicts Reactive and Proactive Aggression in Early Adolescence Sabine 
Stoltz, Antonius H. N. Cillessen, Yvonne H. M. van den Berg, Rob Gommans 
 
● Physical Aggression, Relational Aggression, and Endorsement of Reactive Aggression in Nine 
Countries Jennifer E Lansford, Emma Sorbring, Sevtap Gurdal, Nina 
Tryggvason, Jennifer Godwin, Arnaldo Zelli, Liane Peña Alampay, Suha Al-Hassan, Dario Bacchini, 
Anna Silvia Bombi, Marc H Bornstein, Lei Chang, Kirby Deater-Deckard, Laura Di Giunta, 
Kenneth A Dodge, Patrick S Malone, Paul Oburu, Concetta Pastorelli, Ann T. Skinner, Sombat 
Tapanya, Liliana Maria Uribe Tirado 
 

Reactive and Proactive Aggression: Differential Links with Maternal Criticism and Emotion Regulation 
Difficulties in Adolescence Skyler T. Hawk, Simona Skripkauskaite, Susan J.T. Branje 
 
Subtypes of Aggression: Developmental Considerations and Implications for Practice   Chair: Julie A 
Hubbard 

● Australian Teachers’ and Parents’ Beliefs and Intervention Responses to Relational and Physical 
Aggression During Early Childhood   Cara Swit, Anne Louise McMaugh, Wayne Warburton 
 
● Better Understanding Associations of Social Cognitions, Distress, and Leadership with Aggression 
for High Risk Urban Youth   Stephen Leff, Courtney N. Baker, Tracy Evian Waasdorp 
 
● Characterizing and Validating Proactive and Reactive Aggression Classes in a Large, Prospective 
Sample  Jessica Bodie, Deborah A. G. Drabick 
 
● Teacher Factors Contributing to Implementation of the KiVa Anti-Bullying Program 
Lauren Elizabeth Swift, Julie A Hubbard, Megan Bookhout, Stevie N Grassetti, Marissa A Smith 
 

Underlying Processes Associated with Social and Relational Aggression: Motivations, Normative and 
Peer Group Beliefs   Chair: Tina Daniels 
  

● Young Adolescents’ Narrative Accounts of Their Own Social Aggression  Lara Mayeux, Karmon 
D Dyches, Vanessa Leigh Michalik, Tom Seidel 
 
● Underlying Motivations Reported for the Use of Social Aggression among Young Adolescents   
Danielle H Quigley, Tina Daniels 
 
● Relational Aggression Among Middle School Students: A Social Network Study  Lisa De La Rue, 
Dorothy Lynn Espelage 
 

Contextual Factors: Family 
 
Parent Meta Emotion Philosophy and Parent-Child Interaction In Survivors of Intimate Partner Violence  
Kyrill Gurtovenko, Nicole M Stettler, Joy Kawamura, Lynn Fainsilber Fainsilber Katz 
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Representations & Intergenerational Transmission: Moderating and Mediating Roles of Violence & 
Maltreatment in Early Childhood  Chair: Sarah A.O. Gray  Discussant: Sheree L Toth 
 

● How do post-partum maternal representations and intimate partner violence influence maternal 
parenting in early childhood?  Alytia Levendosky, Gloria A Bogat, Nicola Bernard, Alexander von 
Eye 
 
● How does caregiver insightfulness relate to child outcomes among violence-exposed and non-
exposed young children?  Sarah A.O. Gray, Danielle Forbes, Margaret Briggs-Gowan, 
Alice S Carter 
 
● Does child maltreatment mediate between maternal borderline features and young children’s 
narrative representations? Jenny A Macfie, Jennifer Marie Strimpfel, Gretchen Kurdziel, Rebecca M 
Skadberg 

 
The Other Side of Domestic Violence: Parent-Directed Aggression and the Perpetrator-Victim Paradox  
Michelle P Brown, Canan Karatekin, Kaylan Wurm, Ham I Lee 
 
Family Processes and Aggression in Adolescent Romantic Relationships  Christina Caiozzo, Jessica 
Houston, John H Grych 
 
Anger Coping as a Protective Factor for Children with Incarcerated Mothers Exposed to Violence 
Danielle Horvath Dallaire, Janice L Zeman 
 
Severity of early emotional maltreatment and exposure to violence in predicting children’s posttraumatic 
stress symptoms   Jody Todd Manly, Michael D Lynch 
 
Effects of Exposure to Intimate Partner Violence on Children’s Self-Regulation: Findings From Early 
Childhood to Adolescence    Chair: Anthony J Urquiza    Discussant: Anthony J Urquiza  

● Intimate Partner Violence During Infancy Predicts Toddler Self Regulation: Moderating Influence 
of Maternal Childrearing Behavior   Ann Easterbrooks, Rachel C. Katz, Chie Kotake, Nick Stelmach, 
Jana H Chaudhuri  
 
● Emotional Reactivity in Parent-Child Interactions Link IPV with Behavior Problems Susan Goff 
Timmer, Deanna Boys, Anthony J Urquiza  
 
● The longitudinal effects of intimate partner violence on children’s emotion regulation and 
adolescent problem behavior   Laura Ann McCloskey, Jonathon Beckmeyer, Melissa Weinstein 

 
Contextual Factors: War and Community 

 
Developmental and Social-Ecological Perspectives on Children, Political Violence and Armed Conflict  
Chairs: E. Mark Cummings, Eric F Dubow 

● Emotional Insecurity about the Community as a Within-Person Mediator of Relations between 
Political Violence and Child Adjustment  E. Mark Cummings, Christine Elizabeth Merrilees, Laura 
K. Taylor, Marcie C Goeke-Morey, Peter Shirlow 
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● Processes that Mediate the Relation between Youths’ Exposure to Violence in the Middle East and 
their Subsequent Aggression  Rowell Huesmann, Eric F Dubow, Paul Boxer, Simha Landau, Shira 
Dvir Gvirsman, Khalil Shikaki 
 
● Coping, collective efficacy and mental health outcomes among Sierra Leonean war-affected youth: 
a social-ecological perspective  Manasi Sharma, Robert Brennan, Theresa Betancourt 
 
● Enhancing the academic and psychosocial development of children in conflict-affected countries: 
Lessons from the DRC  J. Lawrence Aber, Catalina E Torrente, Jeannie Annan, Anjuli Shivshanker, 
Brian Johnston, Leighann Starkey, Edward Seidman, Sharon Wolf, Peter Halpin, Carly Tubbs 

 
Children and Youth Exposed to War Trauma and Violence, and Intervention Strategies   Chair: 
Muthanna Samara  
 

● A Longitudinal Study on Prevalence and Characteristics of Traumatic Events and PTSD Among 
Palestinian Children and Adolescents   Basel El-Khodary, Muthanna Samara  
 
● Coping with War Trauma and Psychological Distress Among School-Age Palestinian Children   
Vivian Khamis  
 
● Attachment style and emotion regulation predicting intervention effectiveness among war-affected 
Palestinian children   Samir Qouta, Marwan Abed Allah Diab, Esa Palosaari, Kirsi Peltonen, Raija-
Leena Punamäki  
 
● Rehabilitation for child survivors of torture and war trauma in Jordan   Ferdinand Garoff 

 
How do Colombian Children and Adolescents Experience and Cope With Violence Exposure? A 
Qualitative, Dimensional Approach   Traci M Kennedy, Enrique Chaux, Francheska Alers Rojas, 
Elizabeth E. Walter, Lizette Esquivel, Oscar O. Chapa  
 

Peer Factors and Teen Dating Violence 
 
Social Dynamics of Peer Aggression in Middle Childhood: The Role of Peer Networks in Classroom 
Aggression Norms Daisy Jackson, Elise Cappella, Jennifer Watling Watling Neal 
 
Relational aggression and relational victimization during early childhood: Multiple methods and 
informants in three countries   Chairs: Jamie M. Ostrov, Kimberly Erin Kamper-DeMarco 

● Prospective associations between aggression and peer victimization subtypes during early 
childhood: A social process model  Jamie M. Ostrov, Kimberly Erin Kamper-DeMarco, Sarah 
Blakely-McClure 
 
● Multi-informant agreement of aggression and peer victimization among preschoolers 
Tracy Vaillancourt, Heather L. Brittain 
 
● The influence of teacher and parent behavioural interventions on children's use of relational 
aggression in Australia  Cara Swit, Anne Louise McMaugh, Wayne Warburton 
 
● Parent Peer Relational Aggression and Victimization and Child Peer Relational Aggression  
Stephanie Godleski, Jamie M. Ostrov, Kimberly Erin Kamper DeMarco 
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Contextual Influences on the Relationship between Physical and Relational Aggression and Peer 
Victimization  Ellyn Bass, Jonathan Bruce Santo, Luz Lopez, William M Bukowski 

 

Developmental Pathways to Involvement in Teen Dating Violence: A Consideration of Gender 
Differences  Chair: Jennifer Livingston  Discussant: Jeff R. Temple 

● Longitudinal Pathways Linking Exposure to Family Violence with Adolescent Dating Violence   
Sylvie Mrug, Anjana Madan, Michael Windle 
 
● Bullying, Sexual, and Dating Violence Trajectories From Early to Late Adolescence 
Dorothy Lynn Espelage, Sabina M Low, Carolyn Anderson, Lisa De La Rue 
 
● Predictors of Teen Dating Violence Involvement among Adolescent Children of Alcoholics  
Jennifer Livingston, Jared Lessard, Rina Das Eiden, James Henrie, Kenneth E. Leonard 
 

Trajectories of Dating Violence during the Transition to Adulthood: Variation by Sexual Minority Status   
Alexa Martin-Storey, Kim Fromme 

 
Social Cognitive Factors 

 
The Interplay between Values and Aggression: A Longitudinal Study Among Israeli Adolescents 
Maya Benish-Weisman 
 
Early Adolescent’s Popularity Goal: Influenced by the Peer Group and Associated with Aggression  
Molly Dawes, Hongling Xie 
 
The Roles of Moral Emotion and Moral Cognition in the Development of Aggression 
Chair: Tina Malti 

● Physiological and Emotional Responding to Moral Transgressions: Relations to Aggression in 
Childhood and Adolescence  Tyler John Colasante, Lixian Cui, Tina Malti 
 
● Hierarchical Motivational Systems of Aggressive Cognitions, Anger, and Effortful Control Guide 
Children’s Aggressive Behavior  Sanna Roos, Ernest V. E. Hodges, Kätlin Peets, Christina 
Salmivalli 
 
● The Role of Sympathy, Moral Decision Making, Moral Reasoning, and Inhibitory Control in 
Bullying among Elementary-School Children  Dorinde Jansma, Marie-Christine Opdenakker 
● A Study of the Relations between Bullying, Victimization, and Social Cognition in 4- to 9-year-old 
Children Anouk van Dijk, Bram Orobio de Castro, Astrid Poorthuis, 
Sander Thomaes 
 
● Moving from Traditional Bullying to Cyberbullying: The Role of Moral Emotions and Reasoning  
Lauryn Conway, Carlos Gomez-Garibello, Victoria Talwar 
 
● Individual, Family, and Neighborhood Predictors of Children’s Aggression at School 
Stevie N Grassetti, Julie A Hubbard, Marissa A Smith 
 

Group and Personal Influences on Moral Disengagement and Aggression: New Directions in 
International Research Chairs: Kay Bussey, SIMONA CARLA SILVIA CARAVITA 
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● The Role of Class Climate and Class Moral Disengagement in Peer Victimization among Pre-
Adolescents  Robert Thornberg, Linda Wänström 
 
● Moral Disengagement in Interpersonal and Intergroup Bullying: Participant Roles Affect Self 
Justifications in the two Situations  SIMONA CARLA SILVIA CARAVITA, Dagmar Strohmeier, 
Paola Di Blasio, Christina Salmivalli 
 
● Associations of Moral Disengagement with Bullying and Acceptability of Aggression: A First Test 
among Chilean Children  Christian Berger, SIMONA CARLA SILVIA CARAVITA 
 
● Mindfulness as a Moderator of the Aggression and Moral Disengagement Association 
Kay Bussey, Catherine Quinn 
 

Physiological Factors 
 

Gene–Environment Interactions Between MAOA and Maternal Depressive Symptoms in Childhood 
Contribute to Young Men’s Aggression  Daniel Ewon Choe, Daniel S. Shaw, Erika E Forbes 
 
Gene-Environment Interplay in the Links Between Peer Victimization, Anxiety and Aggression: The 
Protective Role of School Factors  Fanny-Alexandra Guimond, Mara Brendgen, Frank Vitaro, Ginette 
Dionne, Michel Boivin 
 
Teacher-Student Relationships and Adolescent School Engagement and Rule-Breaking Behavior: 
Moderating Role of Dopaminergic Genes Steven De Laet, Hilde Colpin, Karla Van Leeuwen, Wim Van 
den Noortgate, Stephan Claes, Annelies Janssens, Luc G Goossens, Karine Verschueren 
 
Parent-child conflict moderates the origins of childhood conduct problems: Results from two independent 
samples  S. Alexandra Burt, Kelly Lynn Klump 
 
An Integrative View of Corporal Punishment: The Combined Effect of Child Aggression, Parent 
Religiosity, and the BDNF Gene  Reut Avinun, Maayan Davidov, David Mankuta, Ariel Knafo 
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ISRA: an Interdisciplinary Society 
  
ISRA, the International Society for Research on 
Aggression, founded in 1972, is an international 
interdisciplinary, organization dedicated to the 
study and dissemination of information on the 
causes and consequences of aggressive behavior 
and violence in all of its forms and contexts.  
 

 
 

The Social Burden of Violence 
 

The human capacity for aggressiveness and 
violence inflicts a considerable burden on 
society. Obviously, it can lead to death and 
immediate physical injury, but it also creates 
long-term physical and emotional disabilities. In 
addition, violence has a profound effect on those 
who witness it, such as the families and 
communities of the victims. Moreover, it 
impairs the ability of communities to address 
important public health issues, such as infectious 
diseases, malnutrition, urban decay, and 
environmental hazards. Violence and aggression 
often prevents the delivery of critical public 
services, such as emergency management and 
education. Such effects on society tend to 
exacerbate the very adverse social conditions 
that promote aggression, facilitating a vicious 
circle, with violence as a crucial factor.  
 

 

 
home page: http://www.israsociety.com/ 

ISRA's Core Mission 
 

Effectively addressing violence and aggression, 
whether it be child abuse, domestic violence, 
homicide, terrorism, sexual violence, or civil 
wars, requires a sustained focus by international 
scientists. ISRA's principal mission since 1972 is 
to show that aggression and violence, as well as 
alternative ways to resolve conflicts, can be 
successfully studied using scientific methods.  
 

 
  

Members, Meetings and Media 
 
• ISRA members gather for World Meetings 

every other year on alternating continents. 
• All members receive Aggressive Behavior the 

official journal of ISRA at a discount. 
• Members receive the ISRA E-Bulletin. 
 
 

 
 

From Understanding to Solutions 
  
Finding solutions to the pervasive consequences 
of aggression, requires a multidisciplinary 
approach. To understand the complex causes, 
our research addresses brain and other physical 
processes that underlie the human capacity for 
violence and the psychological processes that 
facilitate violent actions. Strategies providing 
alternatives to violence are studied together with 
the social factors that serve to promote or 
prevent violent behavior. Importantly, students 
of aggression studies are increasingly moving  
beyond the simple awareness of new results in 
other disciplines, to develop important research 
approaches that span multiple disciplines. As a 
result, novel areas of synergy and convergence 
between different disciplines and methodologies 
emerge. ISRA meetings and media provide the 
forum and the multidisciplinary audience.  
 

 

   
  THE INTERNATIONAL 

SOCIETY FOR 
RESEARCH ON 
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   Join ISRA  

A Multidisciplinary Society  
  
ISRA is home to virtually all scientific 
disciplines interested in aggression and violence, 
such as psychology, neuroscience, anthropology, 
animal behavior, endocrinology, primatology, 
psychiatry, genetics, pharmacology, sociology, 
and criminology. Joining ISRA will help you to 
reach the right audience for your own research. 
Its meetings provide an optimal forum to learn 
about novel concepts and advances in other 
fields. Members enjoy reduced registration fees 
at ISRA meetings.  

 
 

 

Awards  
 

• Each World Meeting the John Paul Scott Award  
is presented to a scientist with a distinguished 
lifetime contribution to aggression research. 

• Presentation Awards are granted to young 
scientists for excellence in presentation of 
original research to a multidisciplinary audience.  

 
 

 

The ISRA Logo 
 
The ISRA logo reflects our intention to advance 
the understanding of a deeply rooted behavior. 
The humanoid figure in the logo was modified 
from a petrograph called "the warrior" on the 
Minnesota-Ontario border1). The figure seems to  
express the ambivalent human attitude towards 
aggression. The figure faces us, a spear in its left 
hand, reflecting potential to kill. The tip of the  
spear points downwards, so the weapon is not 
about to be thrown. The right hand is up and 
open, a stop-signal in many cultures, and often a 
signal of peaceful intent. The heart-shaped body 
expresses force and human’s emotional nature. 
 
1) M Furtman, Magic on the rocks  (2000) ISBN: 0-916691-02-0 

 
 

 
Home page: http://www.israsociety.com/ 

Membership 
  
ISRA has four kinds of members: 
• Fellows are scientists working in any 

biological, psychological or social science on 
problems of aggression. 

• Associates are scientists or professionals 
supportive of the Society’s goals but who are 
not actively engaged in aggression research. 

• Student members are graduate students  
nominated by a Fellow of the Society. 

• Life Fellows are chosen on a significant 
lifetime record in aggression research.  

 

 
 

Joining ISRA 
 
In order to join the society, please send a CV to:  
 
Dominic J. Parrott, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Psychology  
Georgia State University 
P.O. Box 5010 
Atlanta, GA 30302-5010 
E-Mail: parrott@gsu.edu 
 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
Name _________________________________ 
Address ________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
Affiliation ______________________________ 
E-Mail _________________________________ 
Phone Office   Phone Home  
__________________ ___________________ 
 
Dues include Aggressive Behavior subscription 
□ Fellow 60$   □Associate 60$  □ Student 30$  

 
 

Updated Information see ISRA home page. 
 

Official Journal: Aggressive Behavior 
 http://www.interscience.wiley.com
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 International Society for Research on Aggression (ISRA) 22nd 
World Meeting in Sydney, July 19-23, 2016 

 
 
All those interested in any aspect of aggressive, violent, antisocial, or prosocial behaviour 
are cordially invited to register for the ISRA 2016 conference in beautiful Sydney. Hosted 
by the University of New South Wales and Macquarie University, this conference features a 
range of great speakers, social events at Sydney Harbour, Darling Harbour and the Green 
Central Aboriginal Community, and accommodation at stunning Coogee Beach. 
 

   
 
 
Watch a video about ISRA 2016 here: https://youtu.be/dPou3FrKUgM  
 
For more information, visit the ISRA 2016 webpages here: 
http://www.iec.mq.edu.au/research/cfrc/isra_2016/ or email Tom Denson 
(mailto:t.denson@unsw.edu.au) or Wayne Warburton (wayne.warburton@mq.edu.au).  
 
Abstracts for proposed symposia, talks and posters can be sent to Tom or Wayne – 
submission details and deadlines are on the website.  
 
Come to ISRA 2016. You have always wanted to visit Australia – now you have the 
opportunity!  
 
The conference is going to be great, and the exchange rate is very favourable for most 
countries. Register now at http://www.trybooking.com/145228. 
 

 

         Accommodation is at Coogee Beach    Sydney Harbour Cruise Thurs 21st Magnificent Uluru in the Red Centre 
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