ISRA
XVI World Meeting 

Santorini, Greece
Summer 2004 

Conference Organisers: Kaj Björkqvist and Karin Österman
Abo Akademi University, Campus Vasa, Finland
P.O.B. 311, FIN-65101 Vasa, Finland 
ABSTRACTS

The Emergence, Escalation and Control of Collective Violence
Otto M. J. Adang

Police Academy of the Netherlands,

 Apeldoorn, The Netherlands
Current understanding of collective violence and aggression focuses predominantly upon the nature of human individuality at the expense of an analysis of collective or group level processes. This paper aims to redress this imbalance through a focus upon the social dynamics of social conflict. It analyses public order policing during the 2000 European football championships held in the Netherlands and Belgium. The analysis modifies the causal role normally attributed to 'hooligans' and demonstrates how attempts to control disorder can ironically play a role in its production.

Parental Discipline and PTSD in a Domestic Violence Shelter Sample

Kristin Addison,  Ingrid Perdew, and Patricia Petretic

University of Arkansas, USA
Existing research reveals maternal psychological distress has a negative effect on children.  For example, Webster-Stratton and Hammond (1988) studied parenting differences between depressed and non-depressed mothers, and found depressed mothers were more critical of their children and reported more daily spankings than did mothers who were not depressed.  And, it's been found that mothers experiencing dissociation and withdrawal are at risk for more negative parenting behavior (Sameroff, Seifer, & Zax, 1982; Benjamin, Benjamin, & Rind, 1996).  Regarding the stay-leave process in battered women, Lerner and Kennedy(2000), found that women who were out of an abusive relationship for less than 6 months experienced the greatest level of trauma symptoms, with trauma symptoms continuously decreasing after this 6 month time period.  Likewise, Holden and associates (1998) revealed there are significant parenting improvements in women who have been out of an abusive relationship for 6 months.  Together, these studies support the proposition that parenting and trauma symptoms may have a distinct connection in victims of domestic violence.  This study investigated the relation between parental discipline and PTSD in a domestic violence shelter sample.  Domestic violence victims were recruited from several shelters accross the United States and asked to complete measures on abuse history, trauma symptoms, and parental disciplinary strategies.  Women who met criteria for PTSD reported using much less effective discipline behavior with their children (ages 1.5 to 7) than women who did not meet criteria for PTSD.  More specifically, the women meeting criteria for PTSD reported more general dysfunctional discipline, overactivity, laxness, and verbosity with their children than did women who did not meet criteria for PTSD.  The implications of these findings are discussed.  

Relation Between Family-of-Origin Functioning and Trauma Symptoms 

in a Physical Abuse Sample

Kristin J. Addison, Patricia A. Petretic, S. Shewmaker, 

G.  Griffin, N. Limberg, and Ingrid Perdew

University of Arkansas, USA

The present study examined the relation between family-of-origin functioning and trauma symptoms in a physical abuse sample.  Participants (N=122) completed self-report measures to assess trauma symptoms (TSI), family-of-origin functioning (FOO), and a critical incident self-report measure for childhood physical abuse (CPA).  Correlation coefficients revealed that participants with a more negative perception of their family of origin endorsed more trauma symptoms.  ANOVAs were conducted for each TSI subscale with FOO serving as the independent variable.  Significant results were found for all but one TSI subscale (Sexual Concerns).  Next, participants were categorized into three groups (low, medium, and high) based on FOO scores and contrasts were conducted for each of the three groups and the TSI subscales.  Significant differences were found between the low and high groups on all but one TSI subscale (Sexual Concerns).  To examine these results in light of specific abuse acts, crosstabulations were conducted for the FOO groups and each critical incident item for the abuse measure.  Results indicated that the low FOO groups endorsed more items than the medium and high groups, with the exception of one item: “hitting with an object other than the hand.” This is the only item that the medium and high groups endorsed more frequently than the low group.  These results have implications for the ongoing debate on corporal punishment.  Those endorsing the “hitting with an object other than the hand” item had more positive perceptions of their family-of-origin functioning and fewer trauma symptoms than those endorsing other abuse acts.  Implications for future research and limitations of the present study are discussed.  

Preventing Bullying: School Engagement versus Shame Management

Dr Eliza Ahmed

Research School of Social Sciences

Australian National University

Bystanders are an invaluable source of information about school bullying. Anti-bullying efforts are hampered if bystanders remain reluctant to discourage bullying.  But given that bystanders who intervene to prevent bullying may be at increased risk of retaliation, why would they do so? This paper aims to investigate the importance of school engagement and adaptive shame management (high shame acknowledgment and low shame displacement) in encouraging bystanders to prevent bullying. Data were collected through the Cross-national School Behavior Research Project from 1,452 secondary school students (49% girls) in grades 7 to 10 (M = 8.42) in Bangladesh. As found, students who scored higher on school engagement were more likely to intervene to prevent bullying. High shame acknowledgment (accepting responsibility, making amends) and low shame displacement (blaming or hitting out at others) were also significant predictors of intervening to stop bullying. Regression analysis indicates that school engagement compensates for the adverse effect of non-adaptive shame management (low shame acknowledgment and high shame displacement) on preventing bullying. The implications of these findings for creating a safer school environment are discussed. 

The Effects of Atypical (Second Generation) Antipsychotics on the 

Apomorphine-Induced Aggressiveness in Male Rats

Lembit Allikmets, Ruth Rudissaar, and Katrin Pruus

Department of Pharmacology, University of Tartu, Estonia

It is generally accepted that atypical antipsychotics (ATAP-s) interact with subtypes of serotonin 5-HT2 receptors (usually blocking). They have also some blocking action on D2 receptors, which is considerably less pronounced in comparison with the first generation neuroleptics (haloperidol & oth.). Several ATAP-s have distinct clinical effect against passive (negative) symptoms of schizophrenia, have also promnestic action and improving other gnostic functions. The last effects could be connected to the increased release of dopamine and histamine, elicited by ATAP-s. There are clinical data about the antiaggressive effect of some ATAP-s. That is why we investigated the effectiveness of ATAP-s against chronic apomorphine (APO 0,5/twice dayly, s.c.) elicited aggressive behavior of adult male rats. Following antipsychotics were used: sertindole (0,3-60 mg/kg), quetiapine (3-100 mg/kg), ziprasidone (3-60 mg/kg), melperone (1-100 mg/kg), risperidone (0,05-1 mg/kg), haloperidol (0,05-1 mg/kg). Both the latency and intensity of aggressive behavior were evaluated between pears of rats in a plastic cage, 30x30 cm. There was some antiaggressive effect of all antipsychotics used, but the effectiveness was quite different. The first generation (conventional) antipsychotic haloperidol suppressed APO-aggressiveness in doses 0,05-0,1 mg/kg. The order of effectiveness of ATAP-s was as follows: most effective was risperidone (0,5 mg/kg), followed by melperone (10 mg/kg), sertindole (30 mg/kg), ziprasidone (100 mg/kg) and quetiapine (100 mg/kg). Quetiapine (60-100 mg/kg) only prolonged the latency but did not block aggressiveness completely. Thus ATAP-s (except risperidone) are weak antagonists to dopamine receptors and have very weak effect in APO-aggressive behavior test. After three week chronic treatment with ATAP-s in 48 hours after the last injection the APO stereotypy was prolonged and intensified only by haloperidol, sertindole and quetiapine. Others did not sensitize dopamine receptors.

Risk Factors for Social Deviance among Girls with and without Learning Disabilities

Gila Amitay

Institute of Criminology 

Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel

People with learning disabilities (LD) are more prone to risk factors compared to the general population. They are vulnerable to social deviance act, such as aggressive behavior, drug abuse and sexual abuse both as perpetrators and victims. People with LDs are over represented at correctional institutions compared to their proportion in society. There is little empirical research on risk among female adolescents with learning disabilities. The current research attempts to characterize female adolescents (ages 14-17) with and without learning disabilities at different exposure levels to risk factors, measured as the type of educational institution attended. The research examined cognitive (theory of mind, self-efficacy), emotional (anxiety) and behavioral factors among six groups of subjects: female adolescents with and without LD attending general education schools; female adolescents with and without LD attending alternative and vocational schools; and female adolescents with and without LD in foster care. The research relies on several main theoretical themes, such as self-efficacy and theory of mind, effects of foster placement, emotional regulation and its effects on major risk behaviors, and the relations between risk factors.

Scripts of Retaliation and Normative Beliefs about Aggression 

- A Cross-Cultural Comparison

Naumana Amjad

Psychology Department, University of Warwick, UK

This paper is based on two studies which were conducted as part of a PhD research. Study one examined cross-cultural and gender differences in beliefs about aggression using NOBAGS (Normative beliefs about aggression scale) developed by Huesmann and Guerra. The data was gathered from Pakistan and UK. The differences between beliefs of British adolescents, second generation Pakistani immigrant teen-agers and same age Pakistani adolescents were examined. There are no significant differences on overall approval of retaliation or general aggression. The psychometric properties of the scale are also similar in two samples but the factor structure did not emerge as reported in earlier studies. The approval of retaliation varies from situation to situation and lends support to Huesmann's view that scripts are filtered by the normative beliefs. There are cultural variants in these situational approvals. In the second study scripts of retaliation were examined in a qualitative study. The elements of retaliation script are also classified and appear to be quite similar across two cultures. However the target and magnitude of retaliation varies a great deal between genders and between Pakistani and British kids. The study raises some questions which will be good to discuss at this forum; how do we test filtering process in scripts that underlie aggressive behaviour? How do beliefs influence aggressive acting out? When NOBAGS is used in English language with non-English population, are the respondents thinking of English normative beliefs or their own cultural norms? 

Violent Video Games and Aggression: Theory, Research, and Public Policy

Craig A. Anderson

Institute of Science & Society, Center for the Study of Violence 

Iowa State University, USA

Recent experimental, correlational, longitudinal, and meta-analytic findings on the effects of exposure to violent video games are presented. Exposure leads to increases in aggressive thoughts, feelings, and behaviors; increases in physiological arousal; and decreases in prosocial behavior. Results are framed from the perspective of the General Aggression Model. Public policy implications are discussed.

Bullying in School Playgrounds: A Cross-National Study in Portugal and Spain 1

Juan Carlos Angulo a), Carlos Neto b), and Rosario Ortega c) 

a) Department of Psychology, University of Huelva, Spain

b) Faculty of Human Movement Sciences, Technical University of Lisbon, Portugal

c) Department of Education, University of Cordoba, Spain

A considerable number of studies on school bullying have already been carried out both in Portugal (Marques, 2000; Marques, Neto & Pereira, 2001; Pereira, 1999, 2002; Pereira et al, 1996, 2001) and Spain (Ortega & Angulo, 1998; Ortega & Mora-Merchán, 1999, 2000) confirming the existence of this problem in the playgrounds. It aims to make an analysis of children's unjustified aggressive episodes in the playgrounds. The main purpose of this study was to assess the current situation of bullying episodes in schools in Lisbon (Portugal) and Seville (Spain) and how these were related to gender and educational level. A total of 1233 children (683 in Lisbon and 550 in Seville), between the ages of 7 and 13 years, from the 2nd to 6th grades, in 8 basic schools, completed a questionnaire which assessed the frequencies of 'bullying' and 'being bullied' (around 15-20% of children), the different types of bullying , the places, such as the playground, where bullying takes place, the factors associated to the risk of being a 'bully' or a 'victim' in the school, measured by the Portuguese and Spanish versions of the TMR Questionnaire on Bullying (Ortega, Mora-Merchán, Lera, Singer, Smith, Pereira & Menesini, 1999) 2 . Descriptive statistics and an analysis of the shapes of peer relationships in children and of bullying problems in schools in Lisbon and Seville are reported. The study aimed at finding out the prevalence of bullying in the schools, focusing on the school playgrounds and taking into account the data already obtained from previous research in the same countries. The present study confirmed the importance of school playgrounds in the prevention of bullying at school as well as in the design and conception of new educational strategies (Pereira, Neto, Smith & Angulo, 2002).

Emergence of Changes in Pattern of Exploratory Behaviour Associates with the Development of Social Dominance Relationships in Male Rats

Hiroyuki Arakawa

Department of Psychology, Chukyo University, Japan

It has been known that defensive patterns involving exploratory behavior in adult male animals differ dependent on social relationships including social dominance and subordinate. The present study examined the effect of social relationships on exploratory behavior of a novel environment in both post-pubertal and adult male rats. Subjects were reared either in isolation, as dominant, as subordinate, or in pairs with a littermate for fourteen days before testing. In an open field test, subordinate animals displayed more immobile and less active exploratory behavior in both the post-pubertal and the adult stages, whereas isolated animals showed increased active exploratory patterns in the adult stage, as compared to other groups. Furthermore, both rats reared as dominant and those reared in pairs with a littermate exhibited increased passive pattern of exploratory behavior in the adult stage than those in the post-pubertal stage. Thus it is suggested that animals can show a change in exploratory patterns by subordination during the post-pubertal stage. It is also indicated that emergence of active exploratory pattern is inhibited by establishment of social relationships with adults animals, since isolation can be considered to be a deprivation of it. In conclusion, a determinant of the pattern in exploratory behavior would be the establishment of adult-like social relationships and social defeat, and the ability to change in exploratory patterns that are appropriate to social relationships is provided even in the post-pubertal stage in which adult-like social relationships do not be exhibited.

An Evolutionary Perspective on Sex Differences in Aggression

John Archer

Department of Psychology, University of Central Lancashire, UK

Darwin observed that intermale aggression was more common than interfemale aggression across the animal kingdom. It was attributed to sexual selection by Darwin, and this principle was elaborated by Trivers. Meta-analytic and archival data are presented to show that sex differences in human aggression fit this pattern, and that it is the greater willingness by males to escalate to more damaging forms of aggression that is involved. How such a decision process is affected by developmental history and by changes in environmental contingencies can account for variability in the sex differences, and for within-sex variations. 

A Motivational Systems Approach to Reactive and Proactive Aggression
John Archer

Department of Psychology, University of Central Lancashire, UK

The aim of this paper is to provide a theoretical perspective on reactive and proactive aggression from the viewpoint of motivational systems theory. Ethologically based models of aggression typically view it as an aversion, a reaction to an event that is discrepant with an internal model, although Lorenz’s much publicised model viewed it as an appetite. These two perspectives are paralleled in human psychology, with the frustration-aggression hypothesis, Berkowitz’s aversion-aggression model, and the threatened egotism theory of Baumeister, Smart & Boden, representing aversively driven reactive aggression. Views of aggression as reactive are in the minority, but are represented by the notion – popular with some therapists and the media - that aggressive motivation is reduced by acting out aggression in a relatively harmless form, such as hitting a cushion. The assumption behind this is similar to Lorenz’s model, that aggressive energy builds up and requires discharging. Evidence for the existence of such proactive forms of aggression is assessed. 

Testosterone and Human Aggression: 

An Evaluation of the Challenge Hypothesis
Presidential address by:

John Archer


Department of Psychology, University of Central Lancashire, UK

 Research on testosterone-behavior relationships in humans is assessed in relation to a version of the challenge hypothesis, originally proposed to account for testosterone-aggression associations in monogamous birds. Predictions were that that testosterone would rise at puberty to moderate levels, which supported reproductive physiology and behavior. Sexual arousal and challenges involving young males would raise testosterone levels rise further. In turn, this would facilitate direct competitive behavior, including aggression. When males are required to care for offspring, testosterone levels will decrease. Testosterone levels will also be associated with different behavioral profiles among men, associated with life history strategies involving emphasis on either mating or parental effort. Most of these predictions were supported by the review of current research, although most studies were not designed to specifically test the challenge hypothesis.


Physical Aggression as a Function of RHP and Provocation among Young Men: 

An Experimental Study

John Archer a), and David Benson b)

a) University of Central Lancashire, Preston, UK 

b) Xaverian College, Manchester, UK

Resource Holding Power (RHP) is a concept used in evolutionary studies of animal behaviour to denote fighting ability. According to game theory analyses, if an animal can assess its opponent’s RHP prior to engaging in physical aggression, and act on this information, this strategy will be more adaptive than attacking regardless of the opponent’s RHP. The present research transfers this concept to provoking situations involving young men. Three studies are described in which cues associated with RHP, and provocation, were manipulated in scenarios involving young men in a bar with friends. Study 1 assessed the likelihood of responding with physical aggression when insulted by another young man showing high, medium or low levels of three RHP cues (size, allies and reputation). In two samples (N = 130 and 52), participants showed lower values as RHP increased, and combinations of RHP cues accentuating these effects. Study 2 involved the same samples rating the likelihood of showing physical aggression to a set of provoking events, again in a bar, either with peers or a mixed-sex group. Insult to their girlfriend was rated the most provoking in both situations. In Study 3, 120 young men completed six versions of a scenario placing them in a bar with friends, with a high or low provoking event, and an opponent showing low, medium or high RHP. A set of response items was analyzed as three subscales. Direct aggression (DA) increased as provocation increased and RHP decreased. Non-reaction (NR) changed in the reverse direction. Negative emotional impact (NEI) involved a hostile after-reaction including revenge fantasies, and was characteristic of high provocation and high RHP. The findings indicate that direct aggression is moderated both by the degree of provocation and assessment of the opponent.

The Effects of Playing a Violent Computer Game on Emotional Reactions 

to Pictures Depicting Real-Life Violence

Patrícia Arriaga a), Francisco Esteves a), and Benedicta Monteiro b)

a) Psychology Department, ULHT, Portugal

b) Social Psychology Department, ISCTE, Portugal

Abstract: In the present experiment we studied the effects of a violent computer game on player’s emotional reactions to pictures depicting real-life violence (e.g., aggressive behaviour and consequences of violence, such as mutilations and death). Participants were 54 college students (27 females, aged 18-34 years). Initially, all participants played Tetris (a non-violent game, used to reduce a possible physiological impact of the first exposure to a computer game), and afterwards they were randomly assigned to play one of two action-oriented computer-games: a violent (Unreal Tournament) or a non-violent game (Motocross Madness). Immediately after playing, all participants were exposed to a set of emotional pictures taken from the International Affective Picture System (IAPS) previously rated on affective valence in two different categories (neutral and unpleasant). While viewing these pictures participants rated their emotional experience on affective valence, arousal, and dominance, using the Self-Assessment Manikin. Physiological arousal reactions (heart rate and electrodermal activity) were measured continuously, throughout the experiment. Finally, participants filled in a questionnaire assessing their electronic game preferences and habits (e.g., time spent playing electronic games in general and violent games in particular). A computer-game violence index was computed and trait aggressiveness was also measured. There were no significant differences between groups on skin conductance responses (magnitude and frequency), valence and dominance ratings. An interaction between group condition and gender on judgments of arousal revealed that women who played the violent game rated the pictures as less arousing compared to women in the non-violent group. For men there were no differences on the arousal ratings across all pictures. In respect to heart rate, participants who played the violent game had a higher heart rate to subsequent unpleasant pictures than participants in the non-violent game condition.

Self-Control, Cooperation and Assertion in School-Boys at Risk

for Development of Antisocial Behaviour

Arve Asbjørnsen, Terje Manger, and Ole Johan Eikeland

Department of Psychosocial Sciences 

University of Bergen, Norway

The present study focuses on the relationship between self-reported and teacher reported self-control in a sample of school children reported to be at risk for developing anti-social behaviour. Twenty boys with high teacher ratings on externalizing problems (physical aggression toward others, poor control of temper, and arguing), were compared to 20 boys with low ratings. All participants were between 14 and 15 years of age. Self-control, cooperation and assertion were measured with the Social Skills Rating Scale. The groups did not differ on self-reported empathy, self-control or assertion, but did differ on cooperation. Self-control and cooperation, but not assertion, yielded high positive correlations between teacher ratings and self-reports in a sample of at-risk students, but only moderate correlations were found for all three variables in a control-sample. The influence of belonging to a teacher-perceived risk-group on self-presentation of social skills will be discussed.

Animal Abuse, Family Violence, and Adult Psychopathology

Frank R. Ascione and Deborah B. Ascione

Utah State University, USA

Animal abuse is associated, in some cases, with Conduct Disorder, various forms of child maltreatment (physical, sexual, and psychological), sex offending, and domestic violence.  This presentation will review existing research on this association and then focus on recent studies examining animal abuse reported by women who are battered.  All studies to date have gathered data primarily from samples of women at domestic violence shelters.  Data from these studies will be compared with data gathered from a sample of incarcerated men who admitted to committing domestic violence offenses against their adult partners.  These men completed the CTS2, reporting on their own behavior and that of their partners, and an extensive inventory of questions asking about their history of perpetrating and/ or exposure to animal abuse.  We then describe the relation between perpetrating animal abuse and receiving a diagnosis of Antisocial Personality Disorder.  Given the severe level of violence experienced by women and reported by men, we argue for research with samples of domestic violence victims and perpetrators who experience more moderate levels of violence in their relationships.

Predictors of Stalking Following Relationship Break-up 

Stefanie Ashton

University of Central Lancashire, Preston, UK

The aim of this study is to investigate the proposed predictors of stalking, closing the gap in forensic literature, and setting this area of research in to psychological theory.

The sample consisted of 160 undergraduates (73 males) and ages ranged from 18 to 41 years (mean age 22 years). A series of scales were used for the questionnaire based study; Unwanted Pursuit Behaviours Inventory (UPBI; Langhinrichsen-Rohling, Palarea, Cohen and Rohling, 2000) a 25-item scale to measure post relationship stalking, Controlling Behaviours Scale (CBS; Graham-Kevan and Archer, 2004) a 24-item scale measuring control tactics used during an intimate relationship, Conflict Tactics Scale (CTS; Straus, 1979) a short version (8 items) was used to measure physical aggression perpetrated during the relationship, Eysenck Personality Questionnaire Revised (EPQ-R; Eysenck and Eysenck, 1988) short version (48 items) was used to assess the classic ‘criminal personality’, and International Personality Item Pool (IPIP; Goldberg, 1998) a 50-item scale to measure the Big Five  personality traits (including adaptive). Single item measures of fear and perception of romantic persistence were included. Forward stepwise multiple regressions revealed that mild and severe forms of post intimate relationship stalking were consistently predicted independently by physical aggression and various types of controlling behaviours perpetrated during the relationship. High scores on the psychoticism and neuroticism scales of the EPQ-R, and low agreeableness and conscientiousness scores on the IPIP are also predictive of post break up stalking. Personality factors also predicted physical aggression (specifically high psychoticism scores and low agreeableness) and controlling behaviours (the most consistent predictors being high psychoticism scores and low agreeableness and conscientiousness). To support previous research (e.g. Graham-Kevan and Archer, 2004), controlling behaviours were found to predict physical aggression perpetrated during a relationship. The findings highlight important behavioural and personality predictors of stalking and support previous research. Possible intervention areas for law enforcement professionals such as the Police can be identified.

School Victimization in Context: 
Culture, Neighborhood, Family, School, and Gender
Symposium organised by: 

Ron Astor a) and Rami Benbenishty b)
Discussant: Susan Stone c) 

a) UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, USA

b) School of Social Work and Social Welfare

Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel

c) U.C. Berkeley, CA, USA 


The focus of this symposium is on school violence victimization as it intersects with social contexts. We will examine the prevalence and structure of victimization among a wide range of school-related violent-acts, and will explore how victimization is associated with culture, neighborhood, family, school characteristics and gender.  Our exploration of school victimization and context will be based on the findings of our large-scale research project in Israel. In our opinion, this study has produced the most comprehensive and nationally representative profile of school violence for any country to date. We have systematically collected multiple layers of social-ecological data relevant to school victimization. Methodologically, we believe that this is also one of the most complex studies ever conducted exclusively on the topic of school victimization. 
Our sample is nested national random sample stratified by culture (Arab, Jewish, Religious/ Nonreligious), school type (Elementary, Jr. High, High school), and grade level (4-11). There were three waves of data collection. The first two waves had approximately 16,000 students from 232 schools. The third wave had 24,000 students. We also had a sample of 1,500 teachers and 200 principals from the same schools. The students were surveyed with a very detailed questionnaire assessing aspects of the school climate, interpersonal relations, and reports of victimization. Using national databases on schools, neighborhoods, and police records, we have assembled aggregated descriptors of the schools, the students’ families, and neighborhoods surrounding the schools. 
The scientific quality of the study meets high standards. The study was rigorously reviewed and funded by the Israeli Ministry of Education, the Fulbright Foundation, William T. Grant Foundation, the Spencer Foundation, the Kellogg Foundation (Global Program for Youth Initiative), the University of Michigan, University of Southern California, and Hebrew University of Jerusalem.  A descriptive report of the study was reviewed by an independent scientific advisory board and published in Hebrew (June, 2002) by Hebrew University and the Israeli Ministry of Education.  


This symposium will have two overarching goals: The first is to empirically address existing and new theoretical questions regarding the intersections of context and school victimization.  The second goal is to provide first presentation on a broad array of school victimization behaviors for Arab and Jewish students in Israel. The following section will elaborate on these goals. The following section will elaborate on these goals. 

Goal 1:  To empirically address existing and new theoretical questions regarding the intersections of context and school victimization


Our study sample and design allows us to examine a rather complex and comprehensive theoretical model. This model will serve as the road map by suggesting questions and issues that need to be explored. According to our heuristic model, school victimization is a very broad concept and encompasses many forms of harm, including but not limited to victimization, verbal harm, physical harm, sexual harassment, threats, and violent behaviors. The model also posits that these separate and distinct types of victimization may interrelate and create meaningful groupings and clusters of victimization.
Within our model, victimization is embedded within socio-ecologically nested contexts. In other words, the rates and patterns of victimization experienced by students are influenced by their culture (e.g., ethnicity, religiosity), the school-neighborhood characteristics (e.g., crime, poverty), their family characteristics (e.g., education), the school organization (school type, size) and climate (e.g., teachers support), and the student characteristics (e.g., gender and age). These influences may be cumulative and they may also interact with each other to influence levels and patterns of victimization.
Finally, the model posits that there are within-school context variables that may mediate and buffer the influences of aspects such as neighborhood and family. Hence for instance, consistent and appropriate school policies regarding violence may mediate the influences of a violent neighborhood.    

Goal 2: To provide first presentation on a broad array of school victimization behaviors for Arab and Jewish students in Israel.  

Our study is the first national study that explores Arab schools and students in any country. This is important from an empirical and theoretical perspective because most nationally representative studies on school violence have been conducted exclusively in European or Anglo countries. Our model and study design could be a prototype for other countries that are in the process of addressing school violence.  Furthermore, the differential patterns of violence among Arab and Jewish students may reveal important aspects of the influences of history, culture, neighbourhood, and other factors that relate to experiences of student victimization.  
 
Structure of the symposium. 
The symposium will be structured around our goals and theoretical model. The presentation will have six presenters. 
The first presenter (Professor Rami Benbenishty from Hebrew University) will introduce the following key issues: a) the theoretical model and goals (listed above), b) the research questions that the study addresses, and c) the methods used in our study.  Professor Benbenishty will also present epidemiological data on a wide array of physical, verbally offensive, and verbal threatening forms of victimization. Among other findings to be presented, our study strongly suggest that the patterns for verbal physical threats are very similar to actual physical threats. Both those behaviors are very different from verbally offensive forms of victimization that involve humiliation but not physical threats.  Professor Benbenishty will outline cultural and gender similarities and differences with these forms of victimization.

The second presenter (Professor Ron Astor from the University of Southern California- USC) will present cross cultural comparative data on Israeli and U.S. students for physical and verbal forms of victimization.  This presentation will explore the patterns, structures, similarities and differences between different ethnic groups in different countries.  The findings suggest that although the base rate frequencies of school violence in Israel are generally higher than the USA, the structure and relationships of school violence behaviors to each other (when looking at a wide array of forms of victimization) are similar within and across very diverse cultures. Factor analyses exploring the structure of violence suggest that frequency and severity of violent events appear to be dominant organizers of school violence events. Similarities of schools cross culturally may account for the strikingly similar patterns.  Professor Astor will present a hypothesis concerning the commonality of school violence behaviors across an array of western countries. 

The third presenter (Michelle Rosemond from USC) will present data on various forms of weapon use and its relationship to victimization at school. She will compare gun and knife use on school grounds across culture and gender.  The findings provide strong support that cumulative prior victimization is a major contributor to bringing weapons on school grounds. It also suggests that the contextual factors influencing gun carrying are similar to those for knife carrying. Slight difference in cultural patterns will be explored and discussed.  

The fourth presenter (Dr. Mona Khuory-Kassabari from Hebrew University) will present data on teacher-to-student violence from elementary school to high school.  Using HLM analyses, Dr. Khoury-Kassabri has found strong cultural differences in behavior and attitudes surrounding the educational utility of corporal punishment in schools.  From a theoretical perspective, this is one of the few international studies on staff victimization of students that has a nationally representative sample. Policy in Israel has already been affected by the preliminary results of the findings. Ways to incorporate staff victimization of students as a concept into a school violence holistic model will be discussed. 

The fifth presenter (Dr. Roxana Marachi from California State University, Northridge) will explore the issue of multiple perspectives of school violence in the same school settings. She has employed structural equations modeling on samples of students and teachers from the same school settings.  Specifically, she will present SEM models that explore the role of autonomy, democracy, policy and violence prevention programs on victimization in schools. She will also explore the effects of culture, gender, and setting on victimization outcomes. Professor Marachi will also present data showing that higher concordance of the student and teacher views regarding violence relate to reports of greater safety in schools.   The findings suggest that detailed analyses of multiple perspectives could be very useful in developing a comprehensive school violence theory.

We will discuss policy and research implications of our various findings. We will explore ways to expand this model to an international monitoring system that could both follow rates of school violence and contribute to uncharted theoretical areas.

A Progress Report by the Editor-in-Chief of "Aggressive Behavior", 

the Official Journal of the International Society for Research on Aggression.  

Ronald Baenninger

Professor of Psychology, Editor-in-Chief of Aggressive Behavior,

Temple University, Philadelphia, USA 

Some trends in the study of aggression and violence will be noted by the retiring editor after 25 years in office.

Verbal Abuse, Male Hegemony and the Constitution of Adolescent Masculinities and Femininities in South Australian Schools

Dale Bagshaw

Conflict Management Research and Postgraduate Studies 

University of South Australia,Adelaide, Australia

This paper offers a summary of a feminist poststructuralist analysis of the role and function of verbal abuse in the constitution of adolescent masculinities and femininities in year 9 in a range of secondary schools in metropolitan Adelaide, South Australia. Research methods included a discourse analysis of the transcripts of 17 focus groups and 32 interviews. This study found that verbal abuse was a cultural technique used by adolescents within a regime of discursively constructed gendered practices to draw attention to, enact, mark, punish, police or enforce stereotypical, hetero-normative gender boundaries.  In examining the way that words were used to subordinate and marginalise boys and girls who did not conform to the dominant ideals of masculinity and femininity, it was not just the words that were damaging, but the discourses that turned insults, taunts or ‘put downs’ into particular types of statements, with associated assumptions about ‘normal’ and ‘abnormal’ forms of masculinity, femininity and sexuality that they exposed. Bystanders were made aware that if they transgressed the gender boundaries they were also potential targets of abuse. Girls and boys constituted and enacted their gender in opposition to each other within a regime of normalising practices in which there were consistent, identifiable markers of ideal masculinity and femininity. Verbal abuse targeted these markers and made visible where people belonged in a discursively constructed peer group hierarchy; who was ‘in’ and who was ‘othered’. Some girls displayed masculine characteristics to gain status, for example by emulating the aggression and physical violence of males. High status girls, however, were still subjected to the ‘male gaze’. Boys were instrumental in establishing and maintaining the gender norms, in particular those boys who were positioned as hegemonic. One marker of their hegemonic status was to verbally abuse other boys and girls, in particular those boys deemed to be effeminate or ‘gay’ and girls who did not measure up to their normative standards. However, girls resorted to more verbal abuse than boys and more frequently abused other girls, in particular those girls who did not measure up to the patriarchal norms, thereby contributing to their own oppression. This study suggests that verbal abuse is often ignored or trivialised by teachers in schools. The author argues that verbal abuse is an integral part of the mosaic of violence that is enacted to enforce male hegemony in schools, and therefore should be treated seriously. 

Drama in Education and Conflict Management in Schools – The DRACON International Project

Dale Bagshaw a), and Margret Lepp b)

a) University of South Australia, Australia

b) Högskolan i Borås, Sweden
This session is presented by two members of the Swedish and South Australian (Adelaide) sub-projects of the DRACON (Drama and Conflict) International Project. DRACON International is an ongoing research project that began in May 1994 with collaboration between researchers from Universities in Sweden and Malaysia and in January, 1996, extended to include two research teams from Australia - one in Brisbane, Queensland and the other in Adelaide, South Australia.   The purpose of the DRACON International project is to study, develop and test drama in education as a method for assisting adolescents to handle conflict at school in three cultural contexts: Australia, Malaysia, and Sweden. The researchers studied students’ experiences of drama-in-education used as a strategy to teach 13-15 year old participants to handle conflicts at school. In both countries, the adolescents interviewed and surveyed reported that they lacked the skills to handle conflicts in a satisfying and constructive way, often resorting to “fight or flight” solutions. The Project is interdisciplinary and comparative and requires competence in two fields: drama in education and conflict resolution. The project involves four co-operating but independent teams, each responsible for studies in their own country. The key research question for this project is - can adolescents from different cultural backgrounds learn to handle conflicts constructively through the medium of drama? In the DRACON project, drama is viewed as both a method and subject seen from a holistic perspective and serves to integrate thoughts, feelings, and actions. The drama programs in both countries for this study included a range of drama exercises, games, improvisations, and role-plays involving conflict situations typically experienced by students at school. However, each country had a different focus for the use of drama: in Sweden it was on third party intervention and the integration of conflict theory, in particular the role of the mediator. In South Australia it was on introducing conflict literacy by using drama to enhance adolescents’ ability to identify five cooperative and competitive styles or strategies for handling conflicts and to test the effects of each on the management of the conflicts enacted in their plays.

 Personality and Post-Traumatic Symptomatology in Battered Women

Báguena, M.J.,Díaz, A., Beleña, A., Roldán, C., and Villarroya, E.

Faculty of Psychology, Department of Personality, Assessment and Psychological Treatments, University of Valencia, Spain

This research compares the results obtained in two groups: the first consist of 85 women (age range 18-60, M : 36,87, SD : 8,96) with record of physical violence that had denounced their couple before the police; the second consist of 139 women without record of violence (age range 18-41, M : 41,80 and SD : 8,96). The women fulfilled the following instruments: (i) The SVEAD (Pelechano, 1998) which assess life events unrelated with domestic violence during the last ten years; (ii) The Impact of Event Scale (Horowitz, Wilner and Alvarez, 1979) in the revised version (EIE-R) of Weiss (1996) which tapped the three groups of symptoms that identify the post-traumatic stress disorder (intrusive, advoidance and hyperarousal symptoms); (iii) The Questionnaire Patient (QP) of PRIME-MD (Spitzer et al., 1994), particularly the first 15 items relatives to physical symptoms; (iv) The Eysenck Personality Questionnaire Revised (S.B.G. Eysenck, H.J. Eysenck and Barret, 1985), specifically the extraversion and neuroticism scales; (v) The COPE brief (Carver, Scheier and Weintraub, 1989) that in a previous factorial analysis with a Spanish sample (Báguena et al., 2002) groups the coping strategies in two factors: COPE 1 (active coping, planning, acceptance, positive reframing, use of humor, use of emotional support) and COPE II (denial, behavioral disengagement, self-distraction, alcohol/drug use, religion, venting). Are presented the results related to internal consistency (Cronbach's alpha), bivariated and multivariated analysis (discriminant). The last show that the best variables discriminating battered and non-battered women are the number of life events unrelated with domestic violence, the hyperarousal symptoms, and neuroticism. These variables classified correctly the 81,3% of the women (78,8% and 82,7% for battered and non battered women respectively). In a final analysis the battered women were divided in two groups: those that present post-traumatic symptomatology as consequence of physical violence and those that doesn't present such symptomatology, discussing the role played by the personality variables. 

The Italian Bystander Project

Anna C. Baldry

Free University, Amsterdam, Holland
The Italian bystanders project involved 594 students (48.1% girls and 51.9% boys), aged 12-14 years, and recruited from 6 different schools: two in the northern part of Italy, 2 in the Centre and 2 in the South. Prevalence rates of different types of bullying behaviours taking place in schools at least one a week are rather high, especially with regard to sexual harassment, reported by 7 students in 10.  Gender significant differences emerged with regard to bystander behaviour when exposed to different types of behaviours, with girls, overall, more likely to help and support the victims and boys to do nothing or support the bully. Cluster analyses were conducted to draw the profile of the typical bully supporter, victim support, the nonchalance and the asking for help type of student, by taking into consideration several variables such as gender, age, town of residence, own involvement in bullying or victimisation, prototype identification of the typical victim and the typical bullying and own self-description.Clear clusters could be drawn for the victim supporter and the bully supporter.  Implication for researchers and practitioners are provided

Abusing and Killing the Partner: a European Approach to Predict and Prevent Spousal Assault. Cross-Culture Comparisons of the Spousal Assault Risk Assessment

Symposium convened by: 
Anna C. Baldry a), Henrik Belfrage b), and Chatzifotiou Sevasti c)

a) Free University, Amsterdam, and Second University of Naples, Italy

b) Sundsvall Forensic Psychiatric Centre, Sweden

c) Technological Education Institute of Crete, Greece

Domestic violence is a wide spread phenomenon all over Europe and through out the globe. National and international surveys and official police records, as well as the World Health Organization, agree that one woman in four is at risk of being abused by her partner or former partner. The first cause of death for women is the direct or indirect consequences of abuse by hands of a partner or former partner. In Canada, Kropp, Hart, Webster & Eaves, (1994, 1999) developed the Spousal Assault Risk Assessment Guide (SARA), a manual that describes 20 different risk factors that should be evaluated in each case to determine the level of risk of reoffending of spousal assaulters. The factors are considered relevant for predicting risk of future violence. A shorter police version was subsequently developed (B-SAFER) by Kropp, Hart, Belfrage, Webster, Eaves, (2003) which includes 10 factors which have proved to be equally strong in predicting risk of r-assault. The Police version of SARA was translated and validated in two other European Countries: Greece and Italy. The present symposium will illustrate characteristic of the Police Version of the SARA and will present the data collected in each country on the accuracy and power of the prediction of risk with a sample of Italian, Greek and Swedish cases. Cross-cultural comparisons will help show differences also according to different predicting power of each factor. Social and legal implication will be presented. 

Aggression and Psychoneuroimmunological Consequences

Alessandro Bartolomucci

Dipartimento di Biologia Evolutiva e Funzionale, Università di Parma, Italy, and 
Istituto di Neuroscienze, Sezione di Psicobiologia e Psicofarmacologia, CNR, Roma, Italy

Aggressive interactions among conspecific are recurrent life-threatening events for many vertebrate species, and are among the strongest activator of the so-called stress-response. The stress-response is adaptive in the short-term, but it can be maladaptive if sustained levels of its mediators are chronically maintained because of a sustained stimulation, e.g. recurrent aggressions and/or sensory contact with an aggressive conspecific. Furthermore, not all individuals exposed to chronic stress progress to disease. Thus, understanding the causes of individual differences and its consequences in terms of vulnerability to chronic stress exposure is of major importance. Our aim is to present a new naturalistic model of chronic psychosocial stress in male mice. Resident/intruder dyads live chronically in sensory contact for 21 days and physically interact daily. Four categories were identified: Resident Dominant, Resident Subordinate (RS), Intruder Dominant, and Intruder Subordinate. Behavior, general physiology, autonomic and immune functions, hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenocortical axis and brain cytokines expression were investigated in stress-exposed mice. Certain stress-induced alterations were present in all mice independently of their social status, i.e. hyperactive HPA-axis and autonomic function, and down-regulated central cytokines mRNA. While other alterations clearly differentiated dominants from subordinates, i.e. dominant decreased while subordinated increased body weight. Importantly, RS mice showed a peculiar profile of alterations, i.e. strong body weight increase and cellular and humoral immune impairment, suggesting that the loss of relevant resources, such as the territory, is the key factor determining why only certain stress-induced individuals would ultimately show malignancy and psychopathologies. Therefore, our ethologically oriented experimental paradigm could be regarded as a valid model for the investigation of the biological bases of individual differences in the response to stressful events.

Violence against Personnel in Israeli Emergency Wards: The Offender's Profile

Yehudit Bendalak

Institute of Criminology, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel

The findings in this paper relate to: (1) The relative involvement of patients and accompanying persons in violence against personnel; (2) the demographic profiles of offenders (e.g., gender, age, ethnic origin, length of stay in the country, etc.); (3) the medical profile and seriousness of the offender's (or of the patient s/he is accompanying) health problem; (4) relevant situational factors prior and during the attack. (5) the relationship between the victims' and the offenders' profiles. Here too, multivariate models are presented in order to assess the relative contribution of the various attributes of offenders to the incidence of violence in emergency wards. 

Sexual Scripts and Sexual Aggression in Adolescence
Steffen Bieneck, Barbara Krahé, and Renate Scheinberger-Olwig 

University of Potsdam, Germany

Sexual scripts are conceptualised as cognitive representations that guide sexual interactions. The present study measured general (referring to the age group as a whole) and individual (referring to one's own sexual behaviour) scripts for the first intercourse with a new partner as well as self-reported sexual aggression/victimization in a sample of 132 female and 100 male 13th graders on two occasions with a 9-month-interval. In addition, childhood experiences of sexual, physical, and emotional abuse were included as risk factors of sexual aggression/victimization. Risk elements (e.g., alcohol consumption, ambiguous communication of sexual intentions) were identified in the sexual scripts and related to sexually aggressive behaviour/sexual victimization. The individual scripts contained fewer risk elements than the general scripts attributed to the age group as a whole. For girls, risk scores of the general scripts predicted sexual victimization. Moreover, sexual victimization was predicted by childhood sexual, physical, and emotional abuse. For boys, there was an interaction between type of script (general vs. individual) and perpetrator status: for respondents who had not shown sexual aggression, risk scores in the individual scripts were significantly lower than risk scores in the general script, whereas respondents who had shown sexual aggression had similar risk scores in their individual and general schripts. The risk scores in individual scripts predicted sexual aggression. The findings are discussed with respect to interventions designed to change sexual scripts.

Sibling Rivalry

Kaj Björkqvist, Karin Österman, and Camilla Karlsson

Åbo Akademi University, Vasa, Finland
Sibling rivalry and conflicts were investigated with a questionnaire among 198 adolescents (112 girls and 87 boys) 13-18 years of age. Conflicts were most prominent when the age difference between the siblings was 3 years. Boys experienced rivalry and conflicts more than girls. Conflicts tended to decrease after age 15. Among girls, but not among boys, there was a correlation between the number of siblings and the frequency of conflicts. The adolescents reported injuries caused by fighting with siblings as follows: scratches 57 %;  bruises  55 %;  biting marks 24 %; nosebleed, boys 26 %, girls 7 %; broken teeth 4 %; psychological damage 6 %; injuries that required medical treatment, boys 8 %, girls  4 %.

Assessing Risk for Aggressive Behaviour in a Maximum Security Hospital: Predictive Utility of Clinicians' Judgements, Psychopathy, and Interpersonal Style

Ronald Blackburn and Caroline Logan

Department of Clinical Psychology, University of Liverpool, UK

This study examined the relative utility of staff judgements of risk and dispositional factors in predicting aggression within a maximum security hospital. Ratings of risk of aggression, psychopathy as measured by the Psychopathy Checklist-Revised (PCL-R: Hare, 1991) and of interpersonal style as measured by the Chart of Interpersonal Reactions in Closed Living Environments (CIRCLE: Blackburn & Renwick, 1996) were obtained on male patients detained in an English maximum security hospital (N = 114). Patients were followed up for two years and incidents of verbal and physical aggression recorded. ROC analyses revealed that although all predictor variables had some utility in predicting subsequent aggression, a coercive interpersonal style was consistently the strongest predictor. Implications for the role of personality factors in institutional aggression are discussed.    

Offensive and Defensive Aggression: Conservation across Mammalian Species

D. Caroline Blanchard

University of Hawaii, USA

The possibility of enhanced understanding of human aggression is an important impetus for animal aggression research.  Although aggression is acknowledged to be a heterogenous category, the major conceptual division between offensive and defensive aggression has been researched only in nonhuman animals.  This presentation is aimed at a systematic overview of the relevance of these categories to aggression in people, using Tinbergen’s “four questions” as its organizational framework.  The antecedents, organismic (biological and experiential), response, and typical outcome (function) variables for offensive and defensive aggression will be examined, in terms of findings from laboratory animal studies.  Human findings relevant to these same four variables will be used to assess the possibility that offensive and defensive aggression are fundamentally different types of behavior in humans, as well as in nonhuman mammals. In addition, the relationship of these categories to the concepts such as “reactive,” “proactive,” and “instrumental” aggression will be examined.  

An Investigation into Workplace Bullying and Organisational Culture 

within an Irish Hospital Setting

Ann Breen

University of Limerick, Ireland

The purpose of the research was to investigate within a hospital setting workplace bullying of healthcare staff in the context of organisational culture and its impact on the health and well being of staff.The research involved three consecutive phases using both quantitative and qualitative approaches. Phase one consisted of survey distribution to a random selection of staff within a large regional hospital, which was a convenience sample.Phase two involved individual interviews with participants who self selected to participate further to survey completion while the final phase involved a focus group of similar participants. The emphasis was on gaining a comprehensive insight into workplace bullying as perceived by all grades of staff within the hospital.The research findings indicate that workplace bullying is a significant issue for healthcare workers within the hospital in this study. Clearly, an understanding of the phenomenon cannot be separated from the culture in which the healthcare workers function on a daily basis. Department managers and seniors/supervisors have significantly emerged in the research process through survey, focus group and interview as instigators of bullying behaviour. The misuse of power both formally by managers and senior staff and informally by colleagues was a finding in the study. The culture of the hospital as a workplace is an underlying factor in workplace bullying. The study has found that the effects of bullying can be severely debilitating. Healthcare workers who experienced bullying had a strong desire to leave their workplace as they were disillusioned by current attempts within the organisation to both formally and informally address bullying.Bullying impacts negatively on the workplace and has implications for staff retention and sick leave. For those who struggle to stay in the workplace there is reduced job satisfaction and commitment on the part of these staff members. A Health Promoting Hospital philosophy embodies the principles of equity, participation, collaboration and empowerment in relation to staff and service users. The Department of Health and Children in the Health Strategy (Quality and Fairness 2001) endorses this philosophy in stating the need to become an employer of choice. Bullying directly contravenes this vision for healthcare staff, and is in direct conflict with the principles of a caring community that a hospital should aspire to be. Future research in the chosen hospital to explore positive and negative work culture and its impact on bullying in the context of a single organisation, which embodies the same vision, and mission would be of benefit. Longitudinal research to investigate the long-term effects of bullying on victims personal and work life and the recovery process would be beneficial to inform preventative activities and rehabilitation of victims.  

Aggression, Conflict Resolution, Popularity and Attitude 

towards School in Russian Adolescents

Marina L. Butovskaya, Vera M. Timentschik, and Valentina N. Burkova 

Center of Evolutionary Anthropology, Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, 

RAS, Moscow, Russia
The key aim of the present research was to study the effects of aggression and conflict managing abilities on popularity and attitude for school in Russian adolescents. Three types of aggression (physical, verbal and indirect), constructive conflict resolution, third party intervention, withdrawal and victimization were investigated by means of the PECOBE inventory (Bjorkqvist, Österman, 1998). All respondents also rated peer and self popularity among the same sex classmates and personal attitude for school. The sample was composed of 212 adolescents (101 boys, 111 girls) aged between 11 and 15 years of Russia origin. The findings indicate that boys and girls differed significantly in aggression and conflict resolution. Boys scored higher on physical and verbal aggression, and girls on indirect aggression. Russian girls were socially more skillful than boys in application of peaceful means of conflict resolution (they scored higher on constructive conflict resolution and third-party intervention). The attributional discrepancy indexes (ADI) were negative for all three types of aggression in both gender, but verbal aggression seemed to be more condemned in Russian boys. ADI were positive for constructive conflict resolution and third party interaction in both gender, but higher for boys. Positive relationship was found between verbal aggression and popularity in girls. Popularity in both sexes was positively correlated with ratings on constructive conflict resolution and third-party intervention. Popularity in both gender was negatively correlated with withdrawal and victimization. Boys who liked to go to school were popular among same-sex peers and scored higher on constructive conflict resolution. Girls, who liked the school were less aggressive according the peers' ratings. They also rated higher on conflict resolution and third- party interventions. Age differences for physical aggression was reported. The results are discussed in cross-cultural perspective. 

Aggressive Behavior in Two Types of Sex Reversed Mice, XY Females and XX Males

Andrew Canastar, a), Stephen C. Maxson a) b), and Colin E, Bishop c)

a), Graduate Degree Program in Biobehavioral Sciences 

University of Connecticut, USA

b) Department of Psychology, University of Connecticut, USA

c) Department of Molecular and Human Genetics 

Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX, USA
Offensive aggression was assessed in XX females, XY females, and XY males of the C57BL/6/J/Ei strain.   The Y of the XY females derives from Mus poschiavinus, and the Y of the XY males derives form Mus musculus.  The poschiavinus Y in the C57BL6 background results in mice with either ovaries or ovatestes.  Only those with ovaries were tested. These XY females appear to be endocrinologically similar if not identical to XX females (A. J. Stavnezer, C. S. McDowell, L. A. Hyde, H. A. Bimonte, S. A. Balogh, B. J. Hoplight, V. H. Denenberg, 2000, Behav. Brain Res., 112,  135-143).  Offensive aggression was also tested in  XX males and XY males  on the FVB/NtacfBR strain.  The XX males have a transgene inserted into the  SOX9 gene resulting in gonadal differentiation as a testis in the absence of an Y chromosome (C. E. Bishop, D. J. Whitworth, Y. Quin, A. I. Agoulnik, I. U. Agoulnik, W. R. Harrison, Behringer, R. R. P. A. Overbeck, 2000, Nature Genetics, 26, 490-494).  C57BL6 mice were tested for aggression  in a resident intruder, instigation paradigm (E. W. Fish. S. Faccidomo, K. A. Miczek, 1999, Psychopharm., 146, 391-399), and FVB mice were tested in a neutral cage.  On the C57BL6 background, the XY males were more aggressive than the XY and XX females; there was no difference between the XX and XY females for aggression. On the FVB background the XY and XX males were equally aggressive.  These findings are relevant to the role of the Y chromosome in sex differences in mouse aggression. 

Parents Who Kill and Media Coverage in Israel

Gabriel Cavaglion a), and Odeda Steinberg b)

a) Ashkelon Academic College, the School of Social Work

 and Department of Criminology, Israel

b)The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, the Institute of Criminology, Israel

The main issue in this paper is the ways in which newspapers disseminate and reproduce cultural beliefs about the personalities, characters and the psychological background of mothers and fathers who kill their children. Between 1986 and 1998 almost ten cases of parents who killed their children were reported by the Israeli (Hebrew) newspapers. But during the year 1999 alone, this figure doubled. When this new social problem emerged, and covered on the front page of the country’s daily newspapers - war, terror and politics took, for few days, a back seat. After a short review of the statistical reports, this paper analyzes the contents of two of the most popular daily newspapers (Yediot Ahronot and Ma'ariv) that covered these "causes celebres" between 1986-2002. A total of 70 articles that dealt with 18 cases of filicide (neonaticide, infanticide and familicide) have been analyzed. Mothers were involved in 6 cases; fathers (or step-fathers or live-in friends) in 12 cases. Among other things we will show how the press in its "retrospective stigmatization" defines mothers and fathers differently. Similar to both popular beliefs and professional knowledge the press tends to perceive mothers who kill as influenced by forces that are beyond their control. This paper will show how the image of "mad" mother becomes the rule. In the case of fathers, the press has adopted a different popular-scientific attitude. Their role as fathers is not taken for granted, but rather is perceived as acquired, learned and modeled. Violent offenders are generally portrayed by the press as independent and rational beings. Therefore the image of "bad" father is mostly the rule. 

The Inverse Relationship between Empathy and Aggression among Children: Conceptual and Methodological Precisions

Adriana Cepeda

Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia

Is empathy inversely related to aggression? The literature supports an affirmative conclusion, but the full complexity of this relationship has not been documented. This study responds to this gap in the literature by including multiple types of aggression and various components of empathy. The affective and cognitive components of empathy are examined, as well as six types of interpersonal aggression: physical, verbal, indirect, relational, reactive and proactive. Various established and novel measures of empathy and interpersonal aggression were employed in self-report, peer-report and teacher-report versions. Seventy fourth-grade children from a school in Bogotá, Colombia, participated in the study (as did their teachers). The results support the inverse relationship between empathy and aggression, but suggest this relationship may be stronger than previously reported. They also suggest that the affective component of empathy may be strongly related to aggression than the cognitive component of empathy, and that empathy’s negative association with proactive aggression may be stronger than its association with reactive aggression (although both associations were significant). The study recommends that established empathy measures should be revised because, contrary to expectations, the five empathy questionnaires used did not inter-correlate positively and a detailed content analysis of each measure revealed that other constructs, such as helping others, are assessed. Suggestions for the development of more precise empathy measures are discussed. In addition, a new empathy measure will be developed and tested in a follow-up study, the results of which may be available in time for the conference. 

Long-term Effects of the Periadolescent Environment on Aggressive Behaviour and Brain Levels of Neurotrophins in Mice

F. Cirulli a), I. Branchi a), S. Pietropaolo a), F. Chiarotti a), L. Aloe b), and E. Alleva a) 

a) Department of Cell Biology and Neuroscience, Istituto Superiore di Sanità, Italy

b) Institute of Neurobiology and Molecular Medicine,CNR, Italy
Previous studies have shown that repeated experiences of defeat and submission significantly enhance NGF levels in male mice, while an increase in BDNF levels has been observed in dominant male mice, suggesting that the psycho-social stress induced by agonistic encounters may exert distinct effects on physiological responses in dominants and subordinates. The aims of the present study were (i) to investigate the effects of environmental enrichment during periadolescence on aggressive behavior and its neurobiological correlates in male CD-1 mice at adulthood, and (ii) to describe the relative role of the physical and social components of the enrichment in producing these effects. Thirty-five-day-old mice were randomly assigned to one of the following housing conditions lasting 5 consecutive days: (i) individually housed in a standard cage, (ii) housed in pairs in a standard cage, (iii) individually housed in a physically-enriched cage, (iv) housed in pairs in a physically-enriched cage. At adulthood, 80 days after the enrichment exposure, the explorative behaviour in an open field, as well as the behaviour in agonistic encounters, were evaluated in association with the analysis of selected central (hypothalamic levels of nerve growth factor and brain derived growth factor) and peripheral (plasma corticosterone levels) biochemical parameters. The results show that the long-term effects of the physical and the social enrichment are different and not additive. Mice housed in pairs in an enriched cage showed low activity levels in the open field and they became more frequently dominants, though showing a more affiliative and less aggressive social interaction strategy. Furthermore, they presented low levels of hypothalamic nerve growth factor and high levels of brain derived growth factor, suggesting important effects of the specific combination of the social and physical components of the enrichment on neurobehavioral markers of brain plasticity as well as on animal ability to cope with social challenges.

Violence in Schools Training Action in Europe

Symposium organised by:

Helen Cowie

University of Surrey, UK

Researchers and practitioners have made substantial progress in the identification of key issues around violence that affect young people today, the unification of research methods, the analysis of causes and effects and the scientific evaluation of interventions to counteract violence in schools.  Some progress has also been made in the training of young researchers across Europe and in the dissemination of ideas and practices in this field.  The time is ripe to put together all this critical mass of resources and expertise across Europe in order to mobilize an international force to take action that will enable children and young people to play a much fuller part in addressing issues that affect them directly, in particular issues around the problems of violence, social exclusion and stigma and the promotion of non-violence, emotional literacy, tolerance and democratic values.  Specific examples are given that represent a sample of the innovative projects that have been developed.  These include: peer support; restorative justice; promoting non-violence through self-audit; citizenship education; convivencia (working and living together).

Peer Support: How Young People Themselves Challenge School Bullying

Helen Cowie

University of Surrey, UK

In the UK today, around 30% of school children who are the victims of bullying suffer in silence.  Being bullied can leave emotional scars that last right through until adulthood.  But bullying does not happen in a vacuum.    Peer support systems offer an effective way to tackle the problem so providing a key participant role for bystanders to defend peers at risk (Cowie and Wallace, 2000).  This paper reports the results of a longitudinal study (Cowie et al, 2002; Naylor and Cowie, 1999) in secondary schools.  82% of pupils who used these systems reported that they found them helpful in dealing with the problem of bullying.  Given the appropriate training and supervision, peer helpers demonstrated that they could offer themselves as a resource to peers troubled by victimisation, rejection, isolation, relationship difficulties and other problems common during childhood and adolescence.  This pro-social behaviour was shown to have benefits for the helpers as well as for those who sought help.  

Can Peer Support Challenge School Violence?

Helen Cowie

University of Surrey, UK


This paper explores a range of peer support methods that have been tried and evaluated in a number of European countries.  Peer support is defined and the paper summarises key issues that have emerged from both practice and research, and that are currently the subject of intense debate in the context of children’s rights and responsibilities and of citizenship education. In essence, teachers who facilitate peer-led methods encourage young people to show respect for others, to have empathy for their feelings, to act co-operatively and democratically in their groups and to practise skills that enable young people to resolve conflict in non-violent ways.  An essential feature is the time and space that is given to the pupils for regular debriefing and reflection on events and interpersonal interactions.  Three case studies illustrate the benefits and difficulties involved.

The Relationship between Indirect Aggression on Television and in Real Life

Sarah M. Coyne and John Archer

University of Central Lancashire, England

Viewing indirect aggression on television has been shown to have negative short-term effects on a viewer’s subsequent aggressive behavior (Coyne, Archer, & Eslea, 2004), however, the longer term relationship between viewing indirect aggression on television and in real life has not yet been examined. 350 adolescents, aged 11-14, were asked to list their five favorite television programs. These programs were analyzed for the amount and type of aggression they contained. Indirect aggression was predicted by other aggressive behavior, sex, and televised indirect aggression. In particular, indirectly aggressive girls viewed more indirect aggression on television than any other group. Physical aggression was predicted by other aggressive behavior and sex, but not by televised physical or indirect aggression. This study provides a starting point for future long-term research on the effect of viewing indirect aggression in the media.

Cruel Intentions on Television and in Real Life: 

Can Viewing Indirect Aggression Increase Viewers' Subsequent Indirect Aggression?

Sarah M. Coyne, John Archer, and Mike Eslea

University of Central Lancashire, Department of Psychology, England

Numerous studies have shown that viewing violence in the media can influence an individual’s subsequent aggression, but none have examined the effect of viewing indirect aggression. This study examines the immediate effect of viewing indirect and direct aggression on subsequent indirect aggression, among 199 children aged 11 to 14 years. They were shown an indirect, direct, or no aggression video and their subsequent indirect aggression was measured by negative evaluation of a confederate and responses to a vignette. Participants viewing indirect or direct aggression gave a more negative evaluation and less money to a confederate than participants viewing no aggression. Participants viewing indirect aggression gave less money to the confederate than those viewing direct aggression. Participants viewing indirect aggression gave more indirectly aggressive responses to an ambiguous situation and participants viewing direct aggression gave more directly aggressive responses. This study provides the first evidence that viewing indirect aggression in the media can have an immediate impact on subsequent aggression. 

An Examination of the Relationship between Hate Crime, 

Ethnic Diversity and Legislation in the U.S.

Kellina M. Craig-Henderson and Aquila Branch

Department of Psychology, Howard University, Washington, USA

Currently, debates about the appropriateness of legislation aimed at specific types of hate crime abound in the US. Advocates cite the increasing number of hate offenses and increased ethnic diversity, and contend that legislation aimed at penalizing criminal behaviors serves to not only provide a ready means of punishment, but perhaps more importantly, serves to deter potential offenders. This paper examines the relationship between hate crime legislation, ethnic diversity and actual reports of hate crime. Results of this preliminary analysis suggest a challenge to the claim that more legislation necessarily means less hate crime. Results of this analysis also suggest the indirect influence of ethnic diversity on rates hate crime. We discuss the impact of hate crime and ethnic diversity on hate crime legislation and suggest how these trends may be manifested in other countries where hate crime occurs.

The Complex Role of Personality and Identity in Anti-Arab Sentiment in the U.S.: Examining the Influence of Right-Wing Authoritarianism, and Racial Identity

Kellina M. Craig-Henderson and Rodney L. Terry
Department of Psychology, Howard University, Washington, USA

This paper describes results of 2 studies examining reactions to Anti-Arab hate-motivated aggression, and attitudes towards Arabs expressed by students at a historically Black university in the U.S. In study 1, reactions to aggression targeting Arab Americans were examined as a function of the Right Wing Authoritarian personality, and in study 2, attitudes towards Arab Americans were examined as a function of racial identity development. Taken together, results from both studies provide evidence of the continuing significance of personality factors (i.e., authoritarianisms, and identity) in intergroup contexts. Findings are discussed in terms of the relative usefulness of personality variables in research on hate crime.  

Narcissism, Self-Esteem, Bullying and Victimization in Adolescents

Anthony Daly and Larry Owens

School of Education, Flinders University, Adelaide, South Australia

Recent research into the relationship between narcissism, self-esteem, and bullying has produced equivocal and at times contradictory findings. The present research aims to clarify this issue by investigating how personal, global self-esteem and collective self-esteem contribute to the relationship between narcissism and bullying. The pilot study comprised 62 female and 50 male, 12- to 16-year-old participants drawn from a South Australian metropolitan middle-school (grades 7-9). Instruments administered included modified bully and victim self-report versions of the Direct and Indirect Aggression Scales (DIAS, Björkqvist, Lagerspetz, & Österman, 1992), the Rosenberg (Rosenberg, 1979) and Collective (Luhtanen & Crocker, 1992) Self-Esteem Scales, the Narcissistic Personality Inventory (Raskin & Hall, 1981), and the Balanced Inventory of Desirable Responding (Paulhus, 1991). After controlling for age, gender, and socially desirable responses, multiple regression analyses revealed a significant interaction term, beta = .19, t(6, 105) = 2.46, p < .05, indicating that those adolescents high in both collective self-esteem and narcissism were more likely to bully. Significant interaction effects were also evident for the Physical and Verbal DIAS subscales, with the interaction for Indirect bullying showing a similar although non-significant trend. Analyses of the collective self-esteem/narcissism interaction in predicting victimisation found no significant interactions for full or subscale DIAS victimisation scores. Although these results are preliminary, they afford insight into the complex relationship between bullying, victimisation, narcissism, and self-esteem.

Impulsivity and the Confluence Model of Sexual Aggression

Karol Dean

Mount St. Mary's College, Los Angeles, USA

Malamuth and colleagues (1991; 1995) have developed the Confluence Model of Sexual Aggression, which proposes a set of experiential, personality, and attitudinal predictors of sexual aggression. This presentation will examine the potential influence of impulsivity in male college students' self-report of sexually coercive behavior. In this cross-sectional examination, regression analyses and risk analysis will be conducted to evaluate whether impulsivity is useful in the statistical prediction of sexual aggression.

Ostracism, Scapegoating and Group Processes
Roz Dixon

University of London, London, UK

"In a qualitative, retrospective study with 35 adults who were deaf, particular accounts of children’s negative reactions to hearing aids gave rise to the hypothesis that ostracism may be at work. A literature review resulted in a description of the behaviours associated with ostracism, a theoretical explanation and codes that could be used in a reanalysis of the data. However, whilst some participants described their experience of bullying in groups as rejection with some attack (ostracism), others described a prolonged period of attacking behaviour with some rejection. Here scapegoating was hypothesised and another literature review generated codes to identify relevant behaviours. In a reanalysis of the data, accounts of bullying in groups could be categorised as scapegoating or ostracism or neither. However, the theory of ostracism is located in the ethological and sociobiological literature whilst scapegoating is located in the psychoanalytic systemic literature. How then should the relationship between these two group processes be understood? A potential solution was found in Agarzarian and Peters’ (1981) model of the ‘visible’ and ‘invisible’ group. Here each person functions simultaneously as a system in their own right and as a sub-system of the group. Each group is therefore understood to have two simultaneous levels of functioning - one more available to conscious awareness than the other. Ostracism is a ‘visible’ group process, scapegoating an ‘invisible’ group process. Each part of the findings of this study needs further testing. However, this study highlights a much wider question: how should we integrate theoretical constructs which are useful in describing and/or explaining behaviours in bullying but which are drawn from different disciplines or sub-disciplines?" (268)

Using Systemic Thinking to Inform Research into Complex Psychosocial Problems

Roz Dixon

University of London, London, UK

Systemic thinking offers a flexible framework for research into complex psychosocial issues, such as school bullying. This poster offers a detailed description of the particular approach developed in an exploratory programme of research into bullying and deafness. During data collection systemic principles (circularity, neutrality, hypothesising and isomorphy) were combined with a qualitative methodology (grounded theory). During data analysis systemic constructs were also employed (e.g. hierarchy; power struggles; boundary actions). This approach was highly productive, resulting in a detailed case-study of one school and a generic, integrative model of bullying based on a nested system of conscious and unconscious influences within the individual; the two person relationship; and the group (110). 

Can We Adequately "Rate" Violence: International Rating Systems for Media Violence

Symposium convened by:

Ed Donnerstein a), and Victor Strasburger b)

a) University of Arizona, USA

b) University of New Mexico, USA

Issues of how to rate violence in the media have been of concern to researchers, the media industry, and policy makers for years. Current rating systems, particularly those involving the American V-chip standard have been considered flawed at best, and often of little utility to parents and consumers. Many in the academic community have strived for ratings of media violence which can articulate the types of “harmful”, or “prosocial” effects, we expect occur from exposure. This is now a major issue for many countries, which are looking into having V-chips or other forms of ratings for TV, movies, and video games. In this session we will overview these rating systems and discuss the pros and cons of the differing ways violence has been defined. While these systems also deal with sex and language, we will concentrate primarily on the issues of violence. While the notion of ratings is a policy concern, our discussion will focus on how the scientific literature facilitates the ratings and provides a research orientation in deciding the appropriate label(s) for violence in the media. 

Conjugal Conflict and Parental Separation

Sylvie Drapeau, Marie-Hélène Gagné, Marie-Christine Saint-Jacques, and Rachel Lépine

Centre de recherche sur l'adaptation des jeunes et des familles à risque, 

Université Laval, Québec, Canada
In Quebec (Canada), only 69.4% of families with at least one child under age 18 are intact two-parent families. This weakening of the family institution has been a major socio-economic trend for several decades, not only in Quebec and Canada, but in most developed countries. A considerable proportion of these families are characterized by high levels of conflict between former spouses. Nearly one third of couples separated for two to three years have a high level of conflict, which may involve verbal or physical violence between former spouses. These statistics are of concern from the point of view of the adjustment of children exposed to, or even involved in, the parental conflict. Moreover, this context creates a fertile ground for psychological violence towards children. This study aims to contribute to our understanding of the impact of conflict between parents taking into account the issues specific to each family context (intact or separated). It raises the following research questions: What are the characteristics of post-separation conflict? Are they different from conflict in intact families? How do children assess the conflict between their parents? Do children feel more threatened, responsible, or powerless when faced with conflict when their parents are separated? Do the mechanisms for dealing with conflict differ according to family structure? The children in our sample, between 8 and 11 years of age, are from intact families (n=150) and families who have been separated for under three years (n=150). The children with separated parents are all in their mother's custody. Both children and parents completed questionnaires assessing the characteristics of the conflict, the child's and parent's view of it, psychological violence towards the child, and the child's behaviour problems. This study helps shed light on the nature of conflict in each family structure, the children's assessment of parental conflict, and the mechanisms that operate in the child's adjustment.

Girls, Popularity and Power: Female Identity in High School

Neil Duncan

University of Wolverhampton, UK
This paper reports on selected findings of a research project carried out in six high schools in Manchester, UK during 2002/3. The research was informed by a cultural studies perspective drawing upon sociological, rather than psychological, traditions. The project was concerned with the proportion of girls transferring high schools due to incidents of bullying by their peers and therefore looked at issues of pupil transience and of girls’ indirect aggression (Owens, Slee and Shute, 2000), friendships and culture within schools. The data were collected by q-sorts (Brown, 1986), carried out as a group activity, and by group interviews before and during the q-sorts. Findings indicate that there are two important issues that ought to concern stakeholders in the education and welfare of adolescents. Firstly, the velocity and volume of pupil traffic passing through these schools present major challenges to social stability and educational continuity (Taylor, 2001). Secondly, there appears a strong association between girls’ conceptions of popularity and aggressive social power (Duncan, 2003). This paper concentrates upon the girls’ constructions of popularity, of feminine identity and of social power nurtured by a parent society that values competitive heteronormative sexuality (Lehtonen, 2002).

Explaining Corporal Punishment of Children: A Cross-Cultural Study

Carol R. Ember and Melvin Ember

Human Relations Area Files at Yale University, New Haven, USA

Corporal punishment of children is frequent or typical in perhaps 40 percent of the world's societies. Using a worldwide sample of societies, this paper tests previous and new theory that might explain the practice. The results of our multiple regression analyses are consistent with the expectation that societies are likely to practice corporal punishment to prepare children for living in a society with power inequality, undemocratic political decision-making, and warfare. The multiple regression analyses are not consistent with the idea that valuing conformity (as measured by obedience training) is a cause of corporal punishment of children. The results also suggest that severity of corporal punishment is predicted in more or less the same ways as frequency of corporal punishment. 

Cross-Cultural Predictors of an Ethnographic Analog of Terrorism

Melvin Ember and Carol R. Ember

Human Relations Area Files at Yale University, New Haven, USA

International terrorism depends on international travel and communication and therefore has no equivalent in the ethnographic record. Yet if we think of it as socially organized aggression directed at noncombatants, there may be an analog. Because 50 percent of the societies known to anthropology did not have political integration beyond the local group (band, village), we classify socially organized aggression between local groups as warfare. Here we focus on socially organized aggression within local groups, directed at "civilians" and usually involving surprise attack, which we think is an ethnographic analog of terrorism. This paper describes the results of cross-cultural multiple regression analyses that suggest what may predict such behavior, and we discuss the implications of those results for understanding terrorism in the modern world.

Bullied at School, Scared on The Streets

Mike Eslea

Department of Psychology, University of Central Lancashire, UK

Objectives: This paper evaluates two contrasting hypotheses about the aetiology of bullying: that it is primarily a product of particular situations, e.g. restrictive contexts where people cannot choose their level of exposure to others (in which case it may involve different people in different contexts), or that it results from particular individual characteristics of bullies and victims (in which case it would tend to involve the same individuals in different contexts). 

Method: 1,972 children aged 8-13 from six schools in a very deprived area of Lancashire completed questionnaires based on the Olweus Bullying Questionnaire. Analysis: Both being bullied and bullying others were significantly more common in school than elsewhere. Boys and girls were equally likely to be bullied, but boys more frequently bullied others than girls did, both in school and out. Fear of bullying was also more common inside school than outside, and was significantly correlated with frequency of being bullied. Bully/victim status groups were defined for school and community contexts separately, and a significant association was found between the two. The greatest deviations from chance were found for the consistent roles: bullies, victims and bully-victims. However, statistical significance notwithstanding, there was still considerable variation between contexts so that (for example) a majority of bullies or victims at school were classed as neutral in the community.

Conclusion: It is concluded that situational prevention, rather than interventions targeting bullies’ characteristics, is likely to be most successful in reducing bullying.

Passive Aggression:  The Construct without a Home

Heather S. Ferguson, Sarah R. Daniel, and Deborah South Richardson

Department of Psychology

Augusta State University, USA

Aggression is defined as “any behavior directed toward the goal of harming another living being who is motivated to avoid such harm (Baron and Richardson, 1994, p. 7).”  Aggressing towards another individual can be accomplished through either direct or indirect means.  Direct aggression involves openly harming another person through a face to face encounter, while indirect aggression involves circuitously attacking another individual via someone or something else.  The Richardson Conflict Response Questionnaire (RCRQ), developed by Richardson and Green (1996), measures direct and indirect aggression.  Buss (1961), however, defined a third dimension of aggression -- passive – active. The aggression measured in most self-report devices focus on active forms of aggression, whether direct or indirect. .  In passive aggression, the aggressor prevents another person from achieving a goal via the absence of activity.  The present study reports on attempt to develop and validate a  measure of passive aggression. Answering within the context of the workplace, participants completed the RCRQ and ten additional passive aggression items measuring behaviors consistent with Buss’s definition. Initial analyses revealed that although the passive aggression items had high internal consistency (.85), they were highly correlated with the RCRQ index of indirect aggression (r = .71).  Further research examines correlates of passive aggression and attempts to further delineate the construct as distinct from indirect aggression. For example, it is likely that the correlation between these two nondirect forms of aggression may be accounted for by the power of the context. That is, individuals who experience conflict in the workplace may be particularly likely to employ nondirect strategies such as indirect and passive aggression; the covert nature of these two types of aggression makes them less likely to produce the negative consequences often associated with a directly aggressive act.  Further research will examine direct, indirect, and passive aggression in other relationship contexts.  

Faulty Assumptions and Muddled Categories: Rethinking 

Yanomamö and Hunter-Gatherer Models of Warfare in the Evolutionary Past

 Douglas P. Fry

 Åbo Akademi University, Finland, and University of Arizona, USA

Two different models commonly used to draw inferences about warfare in prehistory can be characterized as the Yanomamö Model and the Hunter-Gatherer Model. In this paper, I argue first that the Yanomamö Model is of limited utility, because key elements of the model do not correspond very closely with social conditions that existed before the development of agriculture. Second, I suggest that the Hunter-Gatherer Model needs refinement. To best reflect past conditions, theorizing should incorporate information on nomadic egalitarian hunter-gatherers as opposed to sedentary, hierarchical foragers or equestrian hunting societies. In other words, models should focus on those extant hunter-gatherer societies that most closely parallel the social organization and subsistence patterns of ancestral humans. Thus, band-living, egalitarian, nomadic hunter-gatherers present a useful source of data for drawing inferences about the nature of aggression in the evolutionary past, whereas other types of hunter-gatherer societies, specifically equestrian foragers and sedentary, hierarchical hunter-gatherers, do not. Turning to warfare, the thirty-five hunter-gatherer societies represented in the Standard Cross-Cultural Sample were coded for the presence or absence of warfare. The majority of nomadic, band-living, egalitarian hunter-gatherers were found to lack warfare, whereas all of the complex and equestrian hunter-gatherers in the sample engaged in war (Fisher&#8217;s Exact test, p = .0001). As an overall conclusion, both the Yanomamö Model, on the one hand, and failing to differentiate nomadic, egalitarian forager bands from other forms of hunter-gatherers, on the other, result in unrealistic views of the evolutionary past that exaggerate warfare.

An Evolutionary Perspective on Blood Revenge: 

Updating the Daly & Wilson Interpretation

Douglas P. Fry

Åbo Akademi University, Finland, and University of Arizona, USA

In Homicide, Daly and Wilson (1988) have argued that the desire for blood revenge is a human universal. While Daly and Wilson cite cross-cultural data in support of their view, a more extensive consideration of cross-cultural studies and other types of ethnographic data suggests that their proposal can be refined in several ways. This paper proposes that it is not a desire for blood revenge per se that is a human universal, but rather that a tendency to evoke a reciprocity principal of justice, more generally, may indeed be a universal feature of human moral thinking. In this paper I will introduce several complexities not considered by Daly and Wilson in an attempt to update their model. First, rather than viewing blood revenge as a uniform phenomenon, I will argue that it is useful to distinguish among several types of lethal paybacks: individual self-redress, feud, and warfare. Second, a more nuanced understanding of how the reciprocity of justice-seeking relates to the lethal aggression can be gained by adding social organization to the analysis. Specifically, cross-cultural studies and ethnographic surveys correspondingly demonstrate that individual self-redress is typical of nomadic band organization, feud is typical within tribal society, and warfare is typical of chiefdoms and especially states. Third, a substantial percentage of societies, such as those with nonviolent belief systems and many nation states, have moral-legal codes that simply do not allow lethal revenge. In short, framing the discussion in terms of desire for blood revenge per se is too narrow. A consideration of the reciprocity principal more generally and other aspects of a society’s moral code, worldview, and conflict resolution mechanisms must also be taken into account to gain a more complete understanding of retributional lethal aggression.

Multidimensional Treatment and Assessment of Anger in a Multicultural Setting

Dale Fryxell a), and Douglas C. Smith b)

a) Chaminade University, Hawaii, Honolulu, HI, USA

b) University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI, USA

This poster presentation will both review a culturally relevant anger management program, which was developed and modified to meet the needs of elementary school children in Hawaii, and also present the preliminary results of its effectiveness.  The anger management program consisted of ten sessions all based on the story of a local boy and some of the struggles he encounters in his daily life.  The program combines behavioral, cognitive, and affective components to provide a comprehensive approach for dealing with anger problems in children.  The program was pilot tested with 5th and 6th grade students at three public elementary schools in Hawaii.  The effectiveness of the program was assessed using a pre-post test design comparing students who participated in the program with a matched non-participant control group.  The Multi-Dimensional School Anger Inventory (MSAI) was used to assess changes in behavioral, cognitive, and affective components of anger in the sample of children.  Preliminary data on the effectiveness of the anger management program will be presented.  Results indicated that students who participated in the program were better able to manage emotions as well as resolve interpersonal conflicts.  Implications of this research for practioners who work with angry and aggressive youth will also be presented.

Predictors of Adult Attitudes towards Corporal Punishment of Children

 Marie-Hélène Gagné a), Jacques Joly b), and  Marc Tourigny b)

a) School of Psychology, Laval University, Quebec, Canada

b) Faculty of Education, Sherbrooke University, Sherbrooke, Canada

In the US, research has shown that almost all toddlers are slapped or spanked by parents as a mean of discipline, and that more than a third of corporal punishment starts as an infant (Straus & Stewart, 1999). The Supreme Court of Canada recently legitimized corporal punishment of children, recognizing the right of parents to use reasonable physical force to discipline children. These facts illustrate the high level of acceptance of this “normal” violence in North America. Positive parental attitude toward corporal punishment has been determined to be an important predictor in its use with children (Ateah & Parkin, 2002). This is disturbing, considering that this believed-to-be minor form of violence could be a precursor to much of the violence that plagues our world (Straus, 2001). In a nationally representative sample of 1000 adults from Quebec, a majority of respondents endorsed corporal punishment of children, despite their recognition of its potential harm for children. What predicts the adoption of this pro-violent attitude? Based on these national data, this paper presents a prediction model of attitude toward corporal punishment. Factors include demographics (age, gender, SES), being a parent or not, and having experienced or witnessed various forms of family violence and abuse in childhood and adolescence. Findings will be discussed in terms of prevention of intergenerational transmission of violence.

Repeat Victimization vs. Revictimization in a Sample of Adolescent Girls: 

Implications for Prevention

 Marie-Hélène Gagné a), Francine Lavoie a), and Martine Hébert b)

a)  School of Psychology, Laval University, Quebec, Canada

b) Department of Sexology, UQAM, Montreal, Canada

Using data obtained from 622 dating adolescent girls, this paper aims at delineating adolescent girls’ repeat victimization (single perpetrator) and revictimization (different perpetrators) in their dating relationships, and revealing which of these experiences is most salient at that age. Participants were recruited in five francophone Quebec high schools located in low to middle socioeconomic areas. All were in the 10th and 11th grades, were 14 to 20 years old (M = 16.3, SD = 0.8), and completed a self-administered questionnaire. Psychological, physical and sexual violence sustained from a dating partner during the 12 months preceding the survey were assessed with a standardized measure, and questions were asked about previous physical and/or sexual dating violence. Overall, previous dating violence experiences predict more recent ones, but this is no longer true when the repeatedly victimized participants are excluded from the analyses. Compared to the revictimized girls, those who were repeatedly assaulted by the same partner displayed higher rates of physical assaults and of frequent psychological violence during the year preceding the survey. Even if the data show that both revictimization and repeat victimization exist in adolescents’ dating relationships, the latter is more salient and should be of particular concern for program planners.

Aggression, Victimization, and Their Co-Occurrence in Middle School

 Sandra Graham a), Jennifer Mize b), and April Z. Taylor c)

a) Department of Education, University of California, Los Angeles, USA

b) University of Kansas, USA

c) University of Southern California, USA

In American research, a great deal is known about the psychological and behavioral risk factors associated with peer aggression (i.e., being the perpetrator of hostility) and there is a growing body of empirical research on the risk factors associated with peer victimization (i.e., being the target of others’ hostility).  However, much less is known about the risk factors associated with youth who are both perpetrators and targets.  Such youth have been labeled as aggressive victims in American research and as bully-victims in European research.  Are these bully-victims or aggressive victims more similar to aggressors, to victims, or do they comprise a distinct subgroup with their own unique pattern of adjustment difficulties?  We examined that question in an American sample of ethnically diverse sixth grade students who had recently transitioned to middle school. Approximately 1200 African American, Latino, and multi-ethnic sixth graders completed peer nomination procedures that were used to create subgroups of students with reputations as victims (n = 87), aggressors (n = 70),  and aggressive victims (n = 63), in comparison to a socially well-adjusted group (neither aggressive nor victimized, n = 666).  Self-report data on psychological adjustment (e.g., loneliness, self-esteem), attitudes about school (e.g., perceived school safety and fairness) and peer report data on social adjustment (e.g., acceptance, rejection) were gathered.   In addition, homeroom teachers rated participating students on academic engagement and students' grades were collected from school records. The behavioral subgroups were found to have unique adjustment difficulties.  Victims reported the most negative self-views, aggressive victims experienced the most peer rejection, whereas aggressors enjoyed both positive self-views adjusted classmates, and the apparent reasons for their adjustment problems varied between groups.  For example, aggressive youth were more likely than victims to perceive the school rules as unfair and that perception was correlated with low GPA.  Unlike aggressors, victims were more likely to perceive the school as unsafe and that perception also was correlated with low academic achievement.   Aggressive victims felt both unsafe at school and they judged the school rules as unfair -- two possibly distinct risk factors for academic problems.  Consistent with this notion of multiple risk, the co-occurring group was doing most poorly in school.  Considering all of the adjustment outcomes examined here, it appears that aggressive victims may be the most troubled and vulnerable of the behavioral subgroups.   

Analyses by ethnicity revealed that African American youth were more likely than peers from other ethnic groups to be perceived as aggressive and as aggressive victims.  The findings highlight the need for more research on children and adolescents who fall at different points along a victimization-aggression continuum.  The research also has implications for intervention with and relatively high social status among peers.  However, all three subgroups encountered more school adjustment problems when compared to their well-subgroups of problem behavior youth and for understanding the particular vulnerabilities of African American adolescents.   

Violence during Pregnancy: 

Investigating Infanticidal Motives 

Nicola Graham-Kevan and John Archer 

University of Central Lancashire, Preston, UK


Domestic violence during pregnancy is common. This study investigated reports of physical aggression from 43 women in domestic violence shelters (n = 43), using the following measures: (1) partner physical aggression, (2) victim fear and injury, (3) areas of bodily assault (when pregnant and when not pregnant), (4) controlling behaviors, and (5) topics of disagreement. Violence directed towards the fetus was associated with shorter relationships where both partners were young. In such relationships, there was more physical aggression from the male partner, he used more controlling behaviors to isolate his partner, and the partners had more disagreements arising from jealousy, compared with when physical aggression was not directed towards the fetus. These findings support an infanticidal motive for men's aggression directed towards their  pregnant partners.  

Psychological Aggression in Dating Relationships

Georgina S. Hammock

Atlanta, GA, USA

Intimate relationships are the potential site for both very helpful and very harmful behaviors.  Behaviors are intended to harm the partner on a psychological rather than physical level have been termed psychological aggression.  These actions include behaviors such as derogating and humiliating the partner, threats of physical aggression, isolating the partner financially and socially, and constantly checking up on the partner.  This presentation will explore predictors of the use of psychologically aggressive acts and compare them with predictors of physically aggressive acts.   

"Drama” as a Tool in Working with Families Experiencing Aggression

Colleen Haskett-Buchan

Centacare Catholic Family Services

Adelaide, South Australia

Using my own experience as a social worker and a teacher of Speech and Drama, I will outline and demonstrate the ways in which I have used DRAMA as a vehicle to promote healthier and significantly less aggressive relationships in families experiencing aggression. The families were referred for what is known as a Family Preservation/Re-Unification Service, following removal of children by the State, and placement of those children in foster care because of the high degree of child abuse.Aggressive behaviours were common between spouses in these families towards one another, as well as towards the children. MIME and  MOVEMENT including posture, gestures and facial expressions, combined  with VOICE production techniques, POETRY and IMPROVISATION are used to teach communication techniques which foster better understanding, increased empathy and healthier communication, channelling aggressive impulses into more socially acceptable behaviours, and reducing the likelihood of abuse recurring between spouses and towards their children.The workshop will involve a lecturette, interspersed with a series of exercises in which participants may experience for themselves the power of VOICE, MIME, MOVEMENT, and IMPROVISATION using simple props to develop the imagination and thereby take on NEW WAYS OF ACTING, leading to MORE CONFIDENCE IN TAKING on different and non-aggressive roles and behaviours.

Risk of Recurrence during the Three-Year Period Following a First Report to 

Child Protective Services: Survival Analysis of an Urban Cohort

Sonia Helie a), Camil Bouchard a), Jean Renaud b), Marc Tourigny c), Micheline Mayer d)

a) GRAVE-Ardec, Universite du Quebec a Montreal, Canada

b) Universite de Montreal, Canada,

c) Universite de Sherbrooke, Canada

d) Institut de Recherche pour le Developpement Social des Jeunes, Canada

Research on recurrence in the cases of child maltreatment reported to Child Protective Services (CPS) is fairly new. Major studies published in the late &#8216;90s by DePanfilis & Zuravin, English & Marshall, and Fluke marked out the way for a better understanding of the phenomenon. Nevertheless, there are still a lot of unanswered but very important questions: Is child age at the initial report a significant predictor of recurrence when appropriate methodology allows for the withdrawal of cases of children who pass over the ages covered by CPS? Is child neglect a strong predictor of recurrence under all circumstances, or is it rather linked to cases maintained opened for postinvestigation services following the initial report, as some recent studies would suggest? What is the relative contribution of case characteristics (such as type of maltreatment, case disposition) as compared to child and family factors in the prediction of recurrence? The present study looks into these questions. A longitudinal cohort of 557 children reported for the first time at the Montreal CPS agency is under examination. These cases were first documented in the Quebec Incidence Study of CPS reports (QIS: Tourigny et al., 2003), and have been followed here over three years to predict the risk of a first recurrence of reporting. Every case has been documented in terms of individual, familial, and socioeconomic characteristics at the time of initial report. These factors are used as potential predictors of recurrence. Preliminary survival data on this cohort (Hélie et al., 2002) revealed that there is a 25% risk for a child to experience a first recurrence somewhere during the three-year follow-up. Results of further multivariate analysis (Cox regression) will be presented to show how the risk varies according to various characteristics of the cases, of the children and of the families. Discussion will explore the different facets of child maltreatment recurrence emerging from these results and how it can affect policy making and child welfare services delivery. 

The Work of the School Counselors in the Decrease of Aggressive Behaviors 

Study on the Roles and Functions of Secondary Education Counselors 

in the Province of Huelva (Spain)

Angel Hernando and Juan Carlos Angulo

Department of Psychology, University of Huelva, Spain

This work shows the results and conclusions of a study carried out with the objective of determining performances that counselors are carrying out, within all the functions they exercise, y in order to decrease the aggressive behaviors and to increase the abilities of interpersonal relationship of Secondary School students. This study is part of a wider investigation carried out with the objective of analyzing the professional performance of counselors in the province of Huelva, by means of a quantitative and qualitative analysis of the own counselors´ opinions about the current situation of the counseling in Secondary School in Huelva. The survey methodology was used in the quantitative approach, the answers given by the counselors and obtained through a structured questionnaire, were analyzed. The answers dealt about their functions and rhythm of these, the importance given to them and preparation grade that they declare, for each one of them in its professional acting, as well as of the real time that they dedicate to them and the ideal time that they consider should be dedicated to them. 86 counselors from public and private Centers participated in this study, all of these counselors worked in that county in the period of time in which the investigation was carried out. For the qualitative approach to the objectives of the study the technique of the Focus Group (Canales & Peinados, 1995; Krueger, 1991) was used. 34 counselors, distributed in five groups, participated in this phase of the investigation, four formed by counselors that worked in Public Centers and one for counselors working in Private Centers, that counted from five to nine participants. In this study, we present the process of the carried out analysis, the most outstanding results in the investigation, as well as the conclusions we reached.

An Investigation of Executive Cognitive Function and Social Information Processing in Violent Offenders, Non-Violent Offenders, and Controls

Peter N. S. Hoaken

Department of Psychology

University of Western Ontario, London, ON, Canada

A large body of research exists that has documented a relationship between executive cognitive functioning and aggression. However, the nature of this relationship is not fully understood.  While early theories implicated impulsivity, a recent study (Hoaken, Shaughnessy & Pihl, 2003) appears to refute this hypothesis.  These authors instead suggested that there may be some impairment in the processing of social cues.  The current study endeavoured to investigate whether deficits in “social information processing” (Dodge, 1986) could provide the link between executive cognitive functioning and aggression.  Violent offenders (n=20), non-violent offenders (n=20), and undergraduate controls (n=20) completed measures of executive cognitive functioning, and a task thought to measure the encoding and interpretation stages of social information processing (an emotional affect recognition task).  It was hypothesized that the offenders groups would perform more poorly on the tests of executive cognitive functioning relative to controls, but that only the violent offender group and would commit more errors on the recognition of emotional affect task.  These hypotheses were supported.  Furthermore, support for a linear relationship between executive cognitive functioning and recognition of facial affect was found within the violent offender group. The implications of these results will be discussed.

Structuring Clinical Team Judgements of Risk

Todd Hogue
The Peaks DSPD Unit, Rampton Hospital, UK

Most risk prediction research focuses on the long-term prediction of violent recidivism however within a high security hospital setting the focus of clinical teams is often on the short-term prediction of violence rather than long-term recidivism. This paper describes the development and validation of a system to help clinical teams in their clinical decision-making regarding institutional risk judgments. The Structured Clinical Judgment of Risk system (SCJ: Risk) is based on the HCR-20 (Historical, Clinical and Risk Management Guide for predicting violence) extended to include additional areas relevant within a secure hospital setting. The SCJ: Risk adds judgements regarding the risk of; suicide and self-harm, vulnerability to harm, escape and concerted indiscipline, as well the risk of immediate harm to others and a range of related institutional risk judgments. The paper discusses the training of clinical teams, initial reliability information and preliminary findings on the utility of the system in assisting clinical teams to assess and manage risk effectively. 

Diminished Emotional Reactions to Observing Violence and Aggressive Behavior

L. Rowell Huesmann

University of Michigan, USA

In this paper I report on three experiments testing the theory that diminished emotional reactions to observing violence are related both to certain kinds of aggressive behavior and to higher levels of exposure to violence.  The research builds on the information processing theory that aggressive behavior is more likely when the retrieval of aggressive scripts does not prime negative emotions.  In the first experiment male American college students who show less anxious arousal to film clips of extreme violence are shown to behave more aggressively afterwards, to report having behaved more aggressively in the past, and to report watching more violence in the media.  In the second experiment these results are replicated for college males in Poland and shown to occur for females as well with some differences that might be ascribed to cultural norms about self-reporting anxiety.  In the third experiment evidence is presented that such emotional reactions to observed violence and provocation without violence relate differentially to different kinds of aggression (e.g., proactive and reactive) as might be expected from theory.

Why Those Who Observe Violence Behave more Violently:  

Understanding the Psychological Processes

L. Rowell Huesmann

University of Michigan, USA

In this talk I will first review the evidence showing that those who observe violence are more likely to behave more violently both in the short run and in the long run.  I will present evidence supporting this conclusion from my own studies of youth exposed to neighborhood violence and youth exposed to media violence. Then, I will describe and elaborate the psychological processes that produce these effects.  I will argue that priming plays an important role in short term effects, and emotional desensitization plays an important role in long term effects, but that observational learning operates both in the short and long term.  Finally, I will elaborate on how complex observational learning processes develop out of the simple innate imitation processes and how these processes can account for individual differences in habitual levels of aggression.

Bullying among Mentally Ill Offenders Detained in a 

Maximum-Secure Forensic Hospital

Jane L. Ireland

Department of Psychology, University of Central Lancashire, UK and Psychological Services, Ashworth High Secure Hospital, UK

This study presents a descriptive analysis of patient-to-patient bullying in a service catering for mentally ill offenders.  One hundred and four interviews were carried out with patients (n = 44) and staff (n = 60).  These interviews explored the nature and extent of bullying among patients, perceptions regarding the types of patients involved in bullying and the specific behaviours considered to represent bullying.  Differences in perceptions were found between patients and staff regarding the types of patients thought likely to be involved in bullying and the types of behaviours felt to constitute ‘bullying’.  Indirect forms of behaviour were less likely to be considered bullying than direct forms.  This paper will describe how the current results compare to a previous study conducted in the same hospital but focusing on personality-disordered offenders.  This comparison will be used to highlight how bullying in secure settings should be considered a product of the environment and not solely as an individual phenomena. 

Understanding Proactive Bullies: Applied Research in a Prison Setting

Jane L. Ireland

Psychology Department University of Central Lancashire, Preston, UK and Psychological Services, Ashworth High Secure Hospital, Liverpool, UK.

This paper will explore the concept of proactive and reactive aggression as they have been applied to bullying research in general before moving on to discuss their application to the bullying that occurs in a prison setting.  Arguments for and against the notion of a ‘proactive bully’ will be put with an emphasis on the role of the prison environment in determining the specific type of bullying most likely to occur.  The case for the ‘reactive bully’ will be outlined with specific reference to those prisoners who both bully others and are bullied (i.e. bully/victims).  It will be argued that viewing prison based bullying as a reactive form of aggression with proactive goals is valuable.  By way of conclusion the paper will also outline the value of proactive and reactive aggression in furthering prison-based research and outline some directions for future research. 

Peer Victimisation and Conflict Resolution among Adolescent Girls in a Single-Sex South Australian School

Vennessa James and Larry Owens

School of Education, Flinders University, Adelaide, South Australia 

This study investigated the peer victimization and conflict resolution experiences of adolescent girls’ attending a single-sex school. A modified version of the Direct and Indirect Aggression Scales (DIAS, Bjorkqvist, Osterman & Kaukiainen, 1992) and conflict resolution scales, drawn particularly from the work of Feldman & Gowen (1998), were administered to 325 students in years 8 to 11. A novel letter writing methodology was also employed with a sample of 39 Year 10 girls to enrich our understanding of the nature of teenage girls’ peer conflicts. Girls in all year levels experienced more indirect and verbal than physical victimisation, and older girls were subject to more indirect and verbally aggressive behaviours than younger girls. Non-victims used less overt anger and avoidance than victims. Collectively, the girls used more compromise, avoidance, social support and obliging than overt anger. The girls’ letters indicated that victimization, and consequently conflict resolution, was primarily related to the manipulation and maintenance of adolescent girls’ peer social networks. The results advance our understanding of the behaviours of adolescent girls in conflict with each other in a single-sex setting.

Promoting Non-Violence through Checkpoints For Schools: a Self-Auditing Tool for Teachers and Young People

Dawn Jennifer and Julie Shaugnessy

University of Surrey, Roehampton, UK
Children have the right to be educated in a safe environment, and every member of the school community is equally entitled to that right.  Fortunately, Local Education Authorities and schools are well-placed to promote non-violence and encourage everyone to deal with conflict peaceably.  The aim of the present study was to support the development of a safe environment for learning and teaching in a group of schools in Birmingham, UK.  Building on pilot work carried out under the CONNECT UK-001 initiative, the focus of this study was to introduce “Checkpoints For Schools” as a whole school initiative into schools and to evaluate “Checkpoints” as an intervention strategy.  “Checkpoints” has three main functions:  to raise awareness, to serve as an auditing tool, and to provide guidance for promoting non-violence.  Working through six aspects of school life:  home/school and community links; values; organisation; environment; curriculum; and, training, “Checkpoints” encompasses a holistic view of pupil learning and the importance of pupils feeling ‘safe to learn’, and provides a framework whereby the voices of young people can be heard.The study employed a test/retest design and involved 12 schools from Birmingham; 7 study schools and 5 control schools.  Baseline measures of pupil perceptions of safety in school using the My Life in School Checklist (Aurora & Thompson, 1987) and pupils’ self-ratings on behaviours, emotions and relationships using the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (Goodman, 1997) were taken pre- and post-intervention.  Interviews with teachers, and observations in the schools, were conducted post-intervention.  The findings of this research will be relevant to researchers, and educational and health practitioners alike.  Results, analysed both quantitatively and qualitatively, will be presented in terms of the integration of “Checkpoints” into current initiatives; the implementation and use of “Checkpoints” as a mechanism for development; and, the evaluation of “Checkpoints” as an intervention strategy.

Vengeance

Roger Johnson and Victoria Ulhorn

Ramapo College of New Jersey, USA
Much of human misery from time immemorial is rooted in the pursuit of vengeance.  From the Code of Hammurabi to the criminal codes of today, retribution has been society’s way of punishing evil.  Themes of vengeance pervade literature and art and are central to religion.  On a more personal level, desire for vengeance is often the motivation for interpersonal violence.  At the national level, vengeance has played a major role in starting wars and pursuing policies which have led to genocides and atrocities. While vengeance is central to much of human suffering, it is  not necessarily true that the motivation of individuals can explain the collective behavior of institutions and nations. Nevertheless,  how people perceive vengeance and the extent to which individuals embrace vengeance in their personal life may help us understand certain aspects of personal and social conflict.  In spite of the importance of this topic, there is very little psychological research on the dimensions of vengeful behavior and ideology.  An attempt is made to develop a preliminary inventory with six subscales which hopefully might prove useful in conducting research on this topic.  

Learning from Peaceful Societies

Graham Kemp a), and Douglas P. Fry b)

a) University of Arizona, USA

b) Åbo Akademi University, Finland

This paper examines the lessons of nine ‘peaceful societies’ as put together in our work ‘Keeping the Peace’ [Kemp & Fry, Routledge, New York, 2004].  These are not societies simply with an absence of violence, just as there are no societies without absence of peace. These are societies, whose conscious cultural orientation is towards a peaceful culture. They have developed cultural technological tools, ideas and beliefs, often in face of considerable conflict and external violence, to construct and maintain peacefulness within their society and in their relations with others. This paper examines the lessons that maybe drawn from them, in allowing other societies to develop peaceful, non-violent cultures

Aggression and Emotional Arousal in Responses to Violent Stimuli: 

Gender Differences

Lucyna Kirwil

Institute for Social Studies, Warsaw University, Poland

The study focused on gender differences in relationship between propensity to aggression and emotional arousal generated by violent movie scenes. Emotional arousal was understood as a physiological response associated with the heightened activity in ANS. According to low-fear-aggression hypothesis it was expected that more aggressive subjects would respond with lower arousal independently of their gender. Alternatively, according to the hypothesis of gender roles and the hypothesis of gender differences in emotion regulation it was expected that aggressive males would respond with lower fear and emotionally habituate faster than aggressive females. 61 males’ and 61 females’ (age: 22) aggression level was measured with AQ (Buss-Perry), Physical, Verbal and Indirect Aggression Scale (Bjorkqvist), and Severe Aggression Scale (Huesmann et al.). Their skin conductance level was registered while they watched extremely violent scenes. They evaluated eight emotions felt during watching the film on the scales. Changes in SCL from baseline to the end of the film (averaged into 7 intervals) underwent two-way (gender by aggression level) analysis of variance for repeated measures (scenes of the film). The analyses revealed that: 1) Females reported more fear, anxiety, sadness, disgust and anger; 2) Females’ arousal during watching film changed less; (3) Aggressive subjects (as compared to non-aggressive ones) responded with lower emotional arousal to the first violent scene; (3) Emotional habituation pattern during viewing films was different for males and females dependently on their aggression level. It was faster in aggressive males than in non-aggressive males. Emotional arousal during watching violence increased in non-aggressive females. It did not decreased significantly by the end of watching the film in aggressive females. 

Emotional Reactions to Violence among Police in Poland and Czech Republic

Lucyna Kirwil

Warsaw University, Poland

Two studies (in Poland and Czech Republic) focused on relationship between exposure to violence in everyday life and emotional habituation to observing screen violence. According to theory of emotional desensitization, it was expected that individuals more exposed to real violence would respond to violent scenes with lower arousal and habituate faster to observed violence than individuals less exposed to it.  Policemen (individuals exposed to violence: 116 in Poland, 51 in Czech Republic) and student males (individuals not exposed to violence: 52 in Poland, 63 in Czech Republic) reported their experience with real violence and how long they had been employed in the police. Their Skin Conductance Level was registered while they watched violent movie scenes, and their self-reports of emotions experienced were recorded after the scene. The results showed that in individuals exposed more to real violence (policemen in comparison to students and policemen employed for long time in comparison to policemen employed for short time): (1) negative emotions instigating aggressive behavior (anger) were higher;  (2) negative emotions inhibiting aggressive behavior (anxiety, disgust) were lower; (3) feelings of being aroused were lower; (4) emotional habituation to violent scenes was faster; and  (5) direct aggression was higher 
while indirect aggression was lower.

Emotional and Cognitive Reactions to Observing Violence

Symposium organized by:

Lucyna Kirwil a) and Rowell Huesmann b) 

a) Warsaw University, Poland

 b) University of Michigan, USA

Recent theorizing (Anderson & Bushman, 2002; Huesmann, 1988; 1998) has led a number of researchers to hypothesize a role for diminished emotional reactions to "thinking about aggression" in the development of aggressive behavior.  Specifically, it is theorized that negative affect associated with thoughts of violence will inhibit aggressive behavior; so, when that affect diminishes, aggressive behavior becomes more likely.  The three papers in this symposium provide a variety of empirical data collected in laboratory and field studies to support this hypothesis.  Moeller reports on a field study that revealed relations between affective responses to violent video games and normative beliefs about aggression.  Huesmann reports on laboratory studies that show that college students who show diminished physiological responses to violent films are more at risk for aggression. Finally, Kirwil examines the physiological responses to violent films of police who have been exposed regularly to real violence and finds a relation.

Care Neglect, Supervisory Neglect, and Punitive Discipline:  Parenting Practices and the Development of Children's Aggression.

John F. Knutson

University of Iowa, Iowa City, USA

The presentation details a theoretical model advanced to understand how parenting can determine whether economic disadvantage is associated with the development of antisocial behavior in children in the early elementary school years.  The model posits that neglectful parenting, inadequate supervision, and punitive parenting play specific roles in the developmental of aggressive behavior in young children.  Multi-method and multi-source indices of the predictive constructs (Social Disadvantage, Denial of Care Neglect, Supervisory Neglect, and Punitive Discipline) are described together with multi-method and multi-source indices of the criterion construct (Aggression).  These multi-method and multisource indices were then used in tests of the theory using structural equation modeling.  The results established the role of care neglect, supervisory neglect, and punitive parenting as mediators of the role of social disadvantage in the development of children’s aggression.  The results of these analyses were used to established the importance of distinguishing between two subtypes of neglect and the need to consider the role of discipline in concert with neglect when attempting to understand parenting as a factor in the development of antisocial behavior among disadvantaged children.  

Corticosteroid Feedback to the Brain Tips the Flight-fight Balance 

in the Brain towards Aggression

Menno R. Kruk a), József  Halász b), Éva Mikics b), Wout Meelis a) and József Haller b)

a) Department of Medical Pharmacology, LACDR/LUMC, 

Leiden University, The Netherlands

b) Institute of Experimental Medicine, Budapest, Hungary

The choice between fighting and flight under stressful conditions is crucial for survival. A social stressor often requires an immediate response, and there is little room for errors. Fighting is dangerous, but flight may mean losing valuable resources or mates. Behavioural biologists therefore invoked the concept of a “fight-flight balance” to depict the precarious equilibrium between fighting and flight (e.g. N. Tinbergen, G.P. Baerends). However, how the nervous system decides on fight or flight is not precisely known. It now emerges that feedback from the adrenocortical feedback to the brain is crucially involved. Corticosteroids rise almost instantaneously in anticipation of social conflict. Interestingly, the same adrenocortical stress response that prepares the body for fight and flight (e.g. H. Selye, W.R. Cannon) , also rapidly affects the choice between fight and flight. Studies on hypothalamic fight and flight responses in the rat show that corticosterone feedback to the brain rapidly facilitates a brain mechanism involved in the control of fighting. At the same time, the same corticosteroid feedback inhibits a mechanism involved in flight. The resulting change in the fight-balance is fast enough to support the escalation of aggression within the timeframe of one single conflict. However, this corticosteroid feedback to the brain also sustains a lasting facilitation of fighting and a lasting suppression of flight, suggesting an underlying neuroendocrine mechanism for the observation that aggressive experience predicts future aggressive propensity. Internally glucocorticoids work as ”trouble signals” that signal and counteract many kinds of internal problems. Now it appears that they also directly and rapidly affect external problems during social conflict.  Moreover they suggest a neuroendocrine link between these different sorts of trouble.

Third Party Aggression and Unfairness:

The Effects of Unfairness and Attention to Belonging Social Group

Tomohiro Kumagai and Ken-ichi Ohbuchi

Department of Psychology Graduate School  

Faculty of Arts and Letters, Tohoku University, Sendai, Japan

In order to explicate the psychological processes of third party aggression, we examined the effects of unfairness and group membership on the perception of retaliatory aggression among those who were not victimized. 52 students of a large public university in Japan were randomly assigned into four conditions (each N = 13): All of the participants performed a group task with 2 other participants. Then half of the participants recited their belonging groups to enhance their group membership, but the other participants did not do it. And after the task, they observed either an in-group member or out-group member was unfairly allocated rewards by another out-group member. As retaliatory aggression, they were allowed to give the allocator unpleasant noises. The results showed that the observation of the unfair treatment of the in-group member increased third party aggression only when the group membership was enhanced.

Violence Against Personnel in Hospital Emergency Wards:

The Israeli Experience

Simha F. Landau
Institute of Criminology, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel

Violence against medical and non-medical personnel was analyzed in a large-scale project, conducted in the emergency wards of all 25 general hospitals in Israel. The main data collection methods employed in this project were: (1) self-report questionnaires inquiring into the victimization experiences of all types of violence, administered to all emergency ward personnel; (2) observation of emergency ward routines according to pre-determined time samples; (3) structured interviews of samples of patients and accompanying persons in the emergency wards; (4) documentation of violent incidents reported during the study, as well as those found in hospital records. The following two papers present preliminary findings from the 2,356 self-report questionnaires completed by the emergency ward personnel participating in the project.

Personnel’s Victimization to Violence in Israeli Hospital Emergency Wards: 

The Victim’s Perspective

Simha F. Landau

Institute of Criminology, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel

The findings reported in this paper relate to: (1) the relative incidence of victimization to different types of violence among the various categories of personnel; (2) the professional and demographic profiles of the victims; (3) situational factors related to violent incidents; (4) the victims' behavioral and emotional reactions to the violence directed at them; (5) the hospitals' institutional reactions to the various types of violence. A number of multivariate models are presented in order to assess the relative contribution of the various factors to the incidence of violence in emergency wards. Relevant theoretical models are utilized to explain the findings, and suggestions are put forward as to ways aimed at coping with the problem of violence in emergency wards. 


Quebec Incidence Study – A Typology of Physical Abuse 

Based on the Presence/Absence of Other Forms of Maltreatment

Marie-Claude Larrivée a), C. Bouchard), a) and M. Tourigny b)
a) Child Victimization Research Group, University of Quebec at Montreal, Canada

b) University of Sherbrooke, Canada

Maltreated children are often victims of more than one form of maltreatment (Ney, Fung, & Wickett, 1994).  However, little is known about the factors that distinguish between single-type maltreatment and multiple maltreatments (Higgins & McCabe, 2000). The purpose of this study is to contribute to the understanding of the various factors associated with physical abuse alone or when physical abuse co-occurs with other forms of maltreatment. It also aims at specifying the etiological role of physical abuse in the context of co-occurrence by comparing cases with and without physical abuse. The present study is part of a larger epidemiological inquiry conducted with the collaboration of over 400 welfare workers from the CPS of Quebec state (Canada). These workers completed a questionnaire for every report of child maltreatment occurring during Fall 1998. The procedure has permitted the collection of detailed information concerning the characteristics of the children reported to the CPS, of their families and of their proximate environment. It also provided information on the severity of the reported cases and on the presence/absence of co-occurrence. A total of 4 929 investigations were conducted. Of these, 602 were substantiated cases of physical abuse. The present study compares instances of physical abuse only (n = 285) with instances of physical abuse occurring with other forms of maltreatment (n = 317).  This later group is also compared to a group of children victims of multiple maltreatments without physical abuse (n = 680). Regression analyses conducted on both family and child factors will render possible the identification of a typology of physical abuse and its co-occurrence, as the CPS are facing the challenge of offering informed and tailored services for this population of children. 

A Contextual Analysis of Physical Aggression in Intimate Relationships: 

Findings from the Relationship Domains Interview 

Erika Lawrence

Department of Psychology, University of Iowa, USA

1/3-1/2 of newlyweds report physical aggression (PA) in their relationships, and PA is associated with a variety of physical and psychological disorders in aggressors, victims, and children raised in these homes. Unfortunately, there is a lack of basic research to inform intervention efforts targeting PA in relationships. The first aim of the present study was to validate a 30-minute semi-structured individual interview designed to assess the prevalence and context of PA in intimate relationships. The second aim was to conduct a molecular assessment of PA in intimate relationships. A vulnerability-stress-adaptation model of PA was developed and tested to explain the impact of PA on individual and dyadic adjustment. Further, contextual issues such as provoking factors, attributions, and emotional reactions to PA episodes were examined. 105 couples married 3 months completed self-report questionnaires and interviews. Follow-up questionnaires were completed at 15 and 24 months of marriage. Analyses suggest that the interview yields strong inter-rater reliability, internal consistency, and predictive and content validity. Prevalence rates of aggression are being examined to assess criterion-referenced validity, discriminant validity, and incremental predictive validity of the RDI relative to paper-and-pencil questionnaires. SEM techniques were employed to test the theoretical model and the contextual hypotheses. Implications for theoretical models and intervention efforts are discussed. 

Acute Substance Use and Intimate Partner Violence: 

The Moderating Influence of Antisocial Personality Disorder

Kenneth Leonard a), William Fals-Stewart a), and Gary R. Birchler b) 

Research Institute on Addiction, University at Buffalo, NY, USA

a) b) University of California, San Diego,CA, USA

Although many episodes of violence occur when an individual has been drinking or using drugs, the co-occurrence of alcohol/drug use and an episode of intimate partner violence (IPV) may not reflect any proximal influence of substance use on violence.  Recent evidence utilizing event-based methodologies has found that alcohol and cocaine use were associated with an increased likelihood of violence relative to the likelihood of IPV occurring on a day of no use.  However, this research also indicates considerable variability among couples with respect to the link between proximal substance use and IPV.  The purpose of this study was to examine antisocial personality as a moderator of the substance use/IPV relationship. The current study involved 124 primary cocaine users who were entering outpatient treatment and who were either married or cohabiting in a stable relationship for 1 year.  Patients and their partners completed daily logs throughout treatment and for approximately 1 year post treatment.  We examined the relationship between the male partner's report of substance use and the female partner's report of male to female aggression. The results indicated that the occurrence of nonsevere aggression was associated with cocaine or alcohol use among men without antisocial personality, but not among men with antisocial personality.  In contrast, severe aggression was associated with cocaine or alcohol use among men in both groups.  These results were supportive of a multiple thresholds model for moderators of the substance use/violence association. 
Coping with Aggression at School - a Systemic Approach

Inge M. Lutz

Friedrich-Glück-Schule Nürtingen-Oberensingen, Germany

Already in their first years at school, children attract attention with recurrent aggressive behavior. Aggressive interactive patterns at this early age are likely to be considered as marginal but they might be the basis for future destructive behavior. On the basis of long-term first-hand-experiences aggressive behavior in early schoolchildren is investigated in this qualitative empirical study (real-world-cases). The systemic approach shows how coping with aggression is only successful if the problem is dealt with by all persons involved. This is true for each individual case of child rearing. The study stresses the elements ‚child', ‚child's family' and ‚school'. It attaches great importance to a consistent and repetitive group guidance on dealing with conflicts. The greater the agreement between the parties involved, the greater the chance of success. The correspondence of these results in respect to a successful intervening action as well as a long-term prevention of aggression is discussed.

Teenagers' Alternative Ways of Handling Conflicts: A Causal Model Focusing on Aggressive Behaviour in Relation to School Factors

Horst Löfgren and Birgitte Malm

School of Teacher Education

Malmö University, Sweden

Within the framework of the international research and developmental project DRACON (Drama as a method of conflict resolution), studies have been conducted to find out if there are some basic strategies for handling conflict situations among young teenagers. The results show that teenagers use three basic components in relation to conflict handling: confronting, avoidance and fronting. Under confronting behaviour we found, besides the general aggression factor, three specific factors: physical aggression, psychological aggression and displaced aggression. In the present study we have collected additional data containing, among other things, students' views of teacher competence, their school attitudes, and self-reported data on self-confidence. With this data it was possible to test a causal model in which conflict handling strategies were related to teacher competence, students' school attitudes and self-confidence. The results of this study showed some substantial relationships between factors in the school environment and ways of handling conflicts. In a two-level analysis the structural relationships were invariant between classes. There were also some interesting differences between boys and girls.This presentation will include measurement models of different conflict handling strategies and a causal model using two alternative ways of conflict handling strategies, namely confronting (aggression) and fronting (compromise/third-party solutions).

An Observational Study of Social Behavior in Pairs of Moderately 

Aggressive and Nonaggressive Children

Tina Malti

Pedagogical University, Luzern, Switzerland

This study examined the social behavior of non-referred moderately aggressive children versus nonaggressive children as a funtion of peer behavior. Children's dyadic interactions were observed in a sample of 60 Swiss elementary school children (Mean age: 8.5 years). Aggression was rated by the parents using the DSM-IV criteria for Conduct Disorder (CD), and the DSM-IV criteria for Oppositional Defiant Disorder (ODD). Based on these ratings, children were categorized as moderately aggressive versus nonaggressive children, and dyadic pairs of aggressive, mixed, and nonaggressive children were created. Moderately aggressive children decided less freqently to play cooperatively when paired with moderately aggressive or nonaggressive classmates than pairs of nonaggressive children. The play quality was higher in pairs of nonaggressive children than in pairs of moderately aggressive or mixed children. The best play mood was observed in pairs of nonaggressive children. Pairs of nonaggressive children showed a higher level of social competence than pairs of mixed and pairs of moderately aggressive children. The implications of these results for intervention settings are discussed.

Boys with Externalizing Problem Behavior: 

Effects of Social-Cognitive Training on Social Skills

Terje Manger, Arve Asbjørnsen, and Ole-Johan Eikeland 

Department of Psychosocial Science

 University of Bergen, Norway

Subjects were 14- and 15-year-old boys with high teacher ratings on externalizing problems (physical aggression toward others, poor control of temper, and arguing). The study examined the effects of social-cognitive training in school on the boys’ social skills, assessed by scales derived from the Social Skills Rating System. Both self-ratings and teacher ratings of self-control, co-operation and assertion failed to reveal any significant improvement in trained subjects relative to non-trained subjects. A significant shift in the direction of higher empathy was, however, found for boys in the training condition but not for boys in the comparison condition. As social skills or social competence training is introduced in several countries it is important to examine which skills that will benefit from the program and which skills that are resistant to change.

Is There Place at Table? Belonging or Alienation 

for Young Adolescent Girls in a Middle School Setting?

Veronica McCaffrey and Larry Owens 

School of Education, Flinders University, Adelaide, South Australia

Student behaviour management programs, including proactive and reactive strategies, take up considerable resources in Australian Schools. These programs are frequently treated as adjuncts to the curriculum, rather than intrinsic to the curriculum and indeed the culture of schools. Students’ sense of school belonging, as it relates to peer relationships and in particular peer victimization, was examined in an all girls’ middle school setting, using both quantitative and qualitative approaches. The results indicate a strong correlation between school belonging and low levels of peer victimization. Conversely, higher levels of peer victimization were reported by students who experienced a lower sense of school belonging. Such findings may lead to the development of specific programs at the school to enhance students’ sense of school belonging which may, in turn, promote student resilience and lower levels of peer victimization for those students who are most at risk.

Bystander Behaviour among Children in England in the Presence of Bullying

Colleen McCloughlin

Cambridge University, UK

In general I will report the general trends re bullying but in particular explore the following  (i) gender differences (ii) the primary/secondary differences and their significance (iii)the thinking of children re intervention and bystanding (iv) the characteristics of those who choose to intervene or not.

Social Information Processing by Externalizing Preschoolers

Leen de Medts, Frits Goossens, Peter Dekker and Leni Verhofstadt-Denève

Department of Developmental, Personality and Social Psychology 

Ghent University, Belgium

The main purpose of this study was to gain insight into the social cognitions of preschool-aged children with externalising problem behaviour. More specifically, we wished to study the link between social cognitions and social skills in young children with behaviour problems. Participants were 660 five-years-old children and their parents. Children's problem behaviour was assessed using different measures and different informants: Child Behavior Checklist (CBCL; parents), the Behaviour Questionnaire for Toddlers and Preschoolers (BQTP; teachers) and Strenghts and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ, both parents and teachers). We used these measures to identify different groups of children with a variety of externalising and internalising problem behaviours. Social skills were tested with the Preschool Interpersonal Problem Solving Test (PIPS), a measure for the response-generation step of Crick and Dodge’s (1994) social information processing model. We scored the number of different responses given by subjects and and the content of the response (aggressive or prosocial responses). In addition, we also tested the perspective taking abilities of the children, and measured their friendship relations. By multiple regression method, we analysed the role of social cognitions, social skills and their interaction effects as predictors of externalising problem behaviour. The results supported our expectations to a large extent. We discuss the results and implications of this study and present directions for future research.

Aggressive Confrontations and Social Defeat in Rodents: the Role of Sleep and Rhythm Changes in the Development of Stress-related Disorders

Peter Meerlo

Department of Molecular Neurobiology

University of Groningen, The Netherlands

Studies on social interactions in animals are a relevant source of information on the mechanisms of stress and stress-related disorders. The most commonly applied social stressor in many studies consists of aggressive interactions between male rodents. An aggressive confrontation is one of the most potent stressors in terms of classical indicators of the stress response such as catecholamines and corticosterone. Particularly in the case of uncontrollable interactions that result in defeat and subordination, the initial adaptive stress response may ultimately have detrimental effects and lead to the development of disease. The individuals that are at the loosing end of an aggressive interaction display profound alterations in physiological rhythms and behavioral patterns that may last for days up to weeks. These rhythm disturbances represents a disbalance between normally precisely orchestrated processes and may be a risk factor for the development of psychopathologies like depression.

 Sexual Selection, Paternal Investment and Intermale Physical Aggression

Mani Mehdikhani and John Archer

University of Central Lancashire, Preston, UK

Past research indicates that men are physically more aggressive than women.  Socio-cultural explanations for this sex difference involve variants of learning theory and tabula rasa psychology.  Sexual selection theory provides a more coherent ultimate explanation for sex differences in this and other domains of behavior.  The key processes in sexual selection (preferential mate choice and intra-sexual competition) can be understood in terms parental investment theory. This suggests that the higher-investing sex (usually female) will tend to become a more limiting resource for the lower investing sex. In bi-parentally investing species (e.g. humans), male parental investment tends to be less than the whole but more than a half of the female investment (Trivers, 1972).  This is because unlike males the variable portion of the female's investment potentially begins from a non-zero threshold. This suggests that there may be greater male than female variability in parental investment in bi-parentally investing species, and consequentially greater male variability in sexually selected attributes. The prediction of greater male variability was tested through meta-analyses of variance ratios for data sets involving sexually selected characteristics (including physical aggression) and those unlikely to have resulted from sexual selection (including anger and self-esteem). Variation was significantly greater for men than women for most of the former data sets (including physical aggression), and was similar for men and women for the latter data sets, broadly supporting the predictions.  This is consistent with the view that the magnitude of the sex difference in physical aggression may be a function of the proportion of low parentally investing males in the sample. Preliminary findings using a scale to test this directly will be presented.

Psychopathology, Glucocorticoids and Aggression:

Parallels between Humans and Rats

Éva Mikics a), József Halász a), Menno R. Kruk b), and József Haller a)

a) Institute of Experimental Medicine, Hungarian Academy of Science

 Budapest, Hungary

b) Medical Pharmacology, LACDR, Leiden University, the Netherlands

Several lines of evidence indicate a strong relationship between glucocorticoid hormone dynamics and aggressive behaviour, however, this relationship and the underlying mechanisms are poorly understood at present. It has been shown that the acute stress response correlates with aggressive behaviour in humans. Interestingly, abnormal forms of aggression in certain psychological disorders were associated with chronically decreased glucocorticoid production. Such correlational studies, however, cannot demonstrate causal relationships. Therefore, we investigated the functional relationship between acute and chronic changes in glucocortioid levels and the aggressive response of rats in socially challenging situations. If the stress-induced increase of plasma glucocorticoid levels was abolished by the glucocorticoid synthesis blocker metyrapone, aggressiveness of resident rats was reduced; acute corticosterone replacement restored the amount of aggressive behaviour to normal levels very rapidly. In contrast with the acute inhibition of glucocorticoid synthesis, a chronic deficiency in glucocorticoid production did not affect the level of aggressiveness but resulted in abnormal forms of aggression. The behaviour of such rats was characterized by abberant attacks targeting the most vulnerable parts of the opponent’s body and by a failure to signal attack intention (reduced threatening behaviour). Rats with chronically low plasma glucocorticoid concentration also showed reduced cardiovascular reactivity when encountering an opponent on their territory, and increased social avoidance in the social interaction test which indicates the involvement of social anxiety. Both reduced cardiovascular reactivity and social anxiety have been correlated with aggression-related human disorders but the three phenomena – reduced levels of glucocorticoid, anxiety and lower autonomic responses – have not been functionally correlated in animals so far. Taken together, our data suggest that the consequences of an acute and a chronic decrease of plasma glucocorticoid levels are markedly different: while an acute decrease of glucocorticoids reduces the level of aggressiveness, chronic deficiency of hormone production induces abnormal forms of aggression. Chronically low glucocortcoid levels also seem to be causally related with social anxiety and reduced cardiovascular reactivity, and our data suggest that glucocorticoids may play a key role in the development of aggression-related psychological disorders. Chronic glucocorticoid deficiency induced abnormal aggressive behaviour in rats may serve as a good model for understanding the underlying mechanisms of pathological aggression.

Exposure to Violent Electronic Games and Aggressive Cognitions 

in German Adolescents

Ingrid Möller and Barbara Krahé 

University of Potsdam, Germany
The relationship between exposure to and preference for violent electronic games and aggressive cognitions was examined. At the beginning (T1) and the end (T2) of a school-year, 297 twelve to fourteen year old adolescents in Germany reported their use of and attraction to violent electronic games and completed measures of hostile attributional style and endorsement of aggressive norms. Gender and trait aggressiveness were considered as antecedents of violent videogames usage and liking. In accordance with previous research, results at T1 showed a positive relationship between exposure to violent videogames and aggression-enhancing cognitions. Significant relationships were found between attraction to violent electronic games and the acceptance of norms condoning physical and relational aggression. Violent electronic games were linked indirectly to hostile attributional style through aggressive norms. Using a cross-lagged panel design to relate T1 and T2 data, different models of causality concerning the link of media violence and aggression have been tested. The results are discussed with respect to recent North American and European research on the effect of violent electronic games on cognitive antecedents of aggressive behavior.

Bullying and Social Exclusion in Multi-Ethnic Schools in England and Spain

Claire P. Monks a), Rosario Ortega b), and Antonio Jesús Rodriguez b)

a) Kingston University UK

b) University of Córdoba, Spain

Most surveys of bullying have not addressed the issue of bullying or social exclusion related to the ethnic or racial background of the recipient. The limited number of studies in this area tend to focus on whether children from different ethnic groups are more or less likely to be victimised by peers overall, reporting no significant differences between ethnic groups in terms of levels of victimisation or bullying others. However, they did not ask specific questions about racial/ethnic bullying. Surveys which do explicitly ask about bullying related to a recipient’s racial or ethnic background tend only to focus on ‘racial name-calling’, and often only have one question related to this in the survey. Other studies have focussed on adolescents from ethnic/racial groups, which are in the minority within the country as a whole.  However, it is also reported that children from groups in the majority within the country -but minority within a particular school- may also experience bullying related to their background. This study aimed to expand on the previous literature in a number of ways.  Pupils in two countries, England and Spain, were surveyed about their experiences of bullying/social exclusion.  Pupils were asked to report on a number of different types of bullying (some explicitly related to the ethnic/racial background of the recipient and some not explicitly related to the ethnic/racial background of the recipient).  The number of scenarios depicted was increased to include physical, verbal and relational (direct and indirect) forms.  Anonymous questionnaires were distributed and pupils were presented with seven scenarios depicting different types of bullying/social exclusion.  Four were not explicitly related to the ethnic/racial background of the recipient; physical bullying, verbal bullying, direct relational bullying (social exclusion) and indirect relational bullying (rumour spreading). Three were explicitly related to the ethnic/racial background of the recipient; verbal bullying, direct relational bullying and indirect relational bullying.  Pupils from a variety of different ethnic/racial backgrounds were asked about their perceptions and experiences of each of these types of bullying. Pupils’ experiences of these types of victimisation were investigated in terms of their ethnic background (in relation to the level of racial integration of their school and country), gender, age and between Spain and England.

The Study of Peer Networks in the Bullying Problem from a Sociometric Approach

 Joaquín A. Mora-Merchán a), and Rosario Ortega b)

a) University of Seville

b) University of Cordoba

From the first studies on the problem of bullying (Bjorkqvist et al., 1982; Lagerspetz et al., 1982), the importance of the peer group in the origin and maintenance of the problem has been emphasized. The group, far from assuming passive positions, modulates, reinforces or rejects the violent actions that are committed within it, generating a dynamic where all are involved (O'Connell, Pepler and Craig, 1999). In this paper, we present an investigation that tries to deepen in the study of the dynamic that settles down within the peer group in the processes of victimization. A sociometric test was applied to 707 students between 10 and 17 years old, where factors like real and perceived status, social response and social networks of support and rejection were evaluated. The results show that victims of bullying mainly are rejected and isolated by their peers, whereas the bullies present a status consolidated of popularity within the group. On the other hand, bully-victims has status with own characteristics that emphasize the particularities of this group. We discuss the results looking for an explanation for the group dynamic of victimization.

Sex and Aggression: Corpus Callosal Size is Linked to Hemisphericity not Gender

Bruce E. Morton a), and Stein E. Rafto b)

a) University of Hawaii School of Medicine, Honolulu, HI, USA

b) Kaiser Permanente Health Care Program, Honolulu, HI, USA.

Individuals differ in the number of nerve fibers interconnecting their cerebral hemispheres by as much as four-fold.  Thus, in normal subjects midline corpus callosum cross sectional area (CCA) varies widely: from 3 to 12 cm2.  Early reports suggested that females on the average had larger CCAs than males.  This has commonly been interpreted to support the concept that the male brain is more “lateralized” or “specialized”, thus accounting for presumed male superiority in mathematics, as well as his higher association with aggressive behavior.  Ultimately, meta-analysis of these many reports found no significant overall sex differences in inter-cerebral information carrying capacity.  Here using MRI, we found that the midline CCA of 113 subjects was significantly correlated, not with handedness or sex, but with “Reconstituted Hemisphericity”.  Right brain-oriented individuals of both sexes had significantly larger CCAs than left brain-oriented persons of either sex.  Thus, current traditions of brain laterality and gender must be revised to include hemisphericity data.   This concept is further supported by observations that several binary behaviors that correlated with hemisphericity are often mistaken for sexual traits instead.

Exposure to Violent Electronic Games and Aggressive Cognitions in 

German Adolescents

Ingrid Möller and Barbara Krahé 

University of Potsdam, Germany

The relationship between exposure to and preference for violent electronic games and aggressive cognitions was examined. At the beginning (T1) and the end (T2) of a school-year, 297 twelve to fourteen year old adolescents in Germany reported their use of and attraction to violent electronic games and completed measures of hostile attributional style and endorsement of aggressive norms. Gender and trait aggressiveness were considered as antecedents of violent videogames usage and liking. In accordance with previous research, results at T1 showed a positive relationship between exposure to violent videogames and aggression-enhancing cognitions. Significant relationships were found between attraction to violent electronic games and the acceptance of norms condoning physical and relational aggression. Violent electronic games were linked indirectly to hostile attributional style through aggressive norms. Using a cross-lagged panel design to relate T1 and T2 data, different models of causality concerning the link of media violence and aggression have been tested. The results are discussed with respect to recent North American and European research on the effect of violent electronic games on cognitive antecedents of aggressive behavior.

Physical Development and Aggression in the Classroom:

Beliefs and Behavior in Early Adolescence

Adrienne Nishina, Melissa R. Witkow, Amy D. Bellmore, 

Jaana Juvonen, and Sandra Graham

University of California, Los Angeles, USA

Empirical data suggest that peer victimization peaks in the early middle school years.  One explanation for this finding is that students may be more vulnerable because they are the youngest in the school. Alternatively, an evolutionary perspective might suggest that there is an increase in aggression during and after the onset of puberty.  In the present study, we focused on an ethnically diverse sample of 6th grade middle school students in 81 classrooms.  We collected aggregate classroom data on students' self-reported pubertal status/physical development and aggressive beliefs, as well as teacher-reported aggressive behavior.  We tested the following questions:  1.  Is the mean level of physical development among boys and/or girls within a classroom associated with classroom aggression?  It may be that classrooms with more physically developed students will experience higher levels of aggression. 2.  Is the variability of physical development among students in a classroom associated with classroom aggression?  It may be that variability limits aggression because everyone knows their place within the hierarchy.  On the other hand, variability could facilitate aggression because less developed individuals are easy targets of more developed individuals.  Preliminary analyses reveal that the mean level of boys' and girls' pubertal development within a classroom was associated with aggressive beliefs.  That is, the more developed the boys and girls are within a classroom, the stronger the class approval—as a whole—of aggressive responses to negative social situations.  Variability of students' physical development did not predict the classroom's attitudes about aggression. When examining classroom aggressive behavior (as measured by teacher reports), only the variability in boys' physical development predicted higher levels of overall classroom aggression.  In other words, aggressive behavior was more common in classrooms in which there were large discrepancies in the physical development of the boys in the classroom.  Distinctions between aggressive beliefs and behavior will be discussed.  

Male Sexual Aggression Likelihood:

Effects of Alcohol Intoxication, Perceptions of Victim, and Sexual Arousal

Jeanette Norris, Kelly Cue Davis, William H. George, and Joel Martell

University of Washington, USA

This study examined the effects of a moderate alcohol dose (target BAL = 0.07 gm%), perceptions of drinking women's vulnerability, victim response, and sexual arousal on men's self-reported likelihood to sexually aggress against a woman in an eroticized rape depiction. A community sample of male social drinkers (N = 84) participated in an experiment in which they read an eroticized rape depiction after completing the alcohol dosage protocol. The stimulus story varied whether the victim, after initial reluctance to the man's sexual advances, expressed pleasure or distress in response to the man physically forcing her to perform several explicit sex acts. Both the victim and the male story character were portrayed as having consumed alcohol. Using path analysis, a model was constructed showing that participants' self-reported likelihood of behaving like the sexual aggressor in the story was directly related to their own sexual arousal. Heightened sexual arousal in turn was reported by participants who had consumed alcohol, those who read the victim-pleasure story, and those who believed that drinking women become sexually vulnerable. 

Social Exclusion and the Self-Defeating Behavior: 

Examination by the Self-Regulatory Resource Model

Hiroshi Oikawa, Tomohiro Kumagai, and Ken-ichi Ohbuchi

Department of Psychology, Graduate school / Faculty of Arts and Letters, 

Tohoku University, Japan

In order to explicate the psychological process by which social exclusion causes self-defeating behaviors, we examined if a sense of dominance would decrease the effect of social exclusion on self-defeating behaviors. After responding to items to measure dominance, 40 Japanese students completed a personality questionnaire. Then, half of them received a massage that they would be excluded from social relations in the future, and the other received a massage that they would be accepted. Then, the participants was left alone for 15 minutes to do practice for the next session of an arithmetic task. By observing how hard they did the practice, we measured defeating behaviors. When they were told of possibility of being socially excluded, the participants who had felt high dominance were observed to be engaged in less self-defeating behaviors than those who had not. 

Cognitive Representations Preceeding Victimization by Peers: Testing the Family-Relational Schema Model

Tiina Ojanen, Nina Rajainmäki, Matti Grönroos, and Christina Salmivalli

Department of Psychology, University of Turku, Finland

The purpose of the present study was to test the theoretical assumptions of a recently introduced Family-Relational Schema Model (Perry, Hodges & Egan, 2001), which assumes that children's aggression and victimization in the peer group can be predicted from specific combinations of perceived parenting and child coping within the family context (sample=278 participants, 11-13 years  of age, 134 girls). The basic premise of the model is that children form two-way representations of themselves and of the other person during conflict and attachment episodes (=family relational schemas), which, in turn, become activated in the peer context producing different adjustment outcomes. The model encompasses altogether six "victim schemas" assumed to predict victimization, and four "aggressor schemas" hypothesized to induce aggressive behavior. We set out to examine these hypotheses in three waves of data (initial assessment in October 2002, the second in February 2003, and the final follow-up in October 2003). Our preliminary results showed partial support for the model.  

An Evaluation of a Whole School Approach

 to Prevention and Intervention of Bullying in Schools in Ireland

Mona O’Moore and Stephen James Minton

Anti-Bullying Research and Resource Centre

Trinity College, Dublin

A pilot programme to a nationwide programme to prevent and counter bullying behaviour in Irish Schools has been conducted and evaluated.  The project involved a sample of 42 primary schools in a single county of Ireland. A network of professionals, were trained to co-ordinate the anti-bullying programme in these schools.  Results of the evaluation of the programme are based on 22 primary schools.  Significant reductions were observed in frequent involvement in bullying behaviour in the last school term (being victimised, or victimising others, once a week or more often) with a 50 percent drop in reports of having been bullied and 69.2 percent in reports of having taken part in the bullying of others.  The implementation of the programme also resulted in an improvement in the levels to which pupils would help other pupils of their own age being bullied.  Moreover, pupils reported that their teachers more often put a stop to bullying. The programme has shown itself to significantly reduce the incidence of pupils' involvement in bullying behaviour and to improve the level of intervention on the part of the pupils and staff.  However, the challenge to increase the levels of pupils reporting of bullying incidents to teachers and parents remains to be attended to in the current nation-wide anti-bullying programme. 

Convivencia: The Challenge of a Cosmopolitan Approach 

to the Prevention of School Violence

Rosario Ortega a), and Claire Monks b)

a) University of Córdoba, Spain

b) Kingston University, UK

 ‘Convivencia’ is a traditional word in Spanish which communicates the needs of people who must share a living environment, of work or simply a space and common time, and how they try to manage their relations in a positive way.  Convivencia subtly includes the need to understand and respect both personal and cultural differences, showing tolerance towards that which is different and deserves respect and courtesy. Based on the principles of educating for convivencia, in Spain, the SAVE project has been developed with good results and ANDAVE, a government program, has been deployed in schools in the region of Andalucia.  In a world which is becoming increasingly intercultural, convivencia suggests itself as a good ethical and practical option to improve interpersonal relations and to prevent violence. We propose the use of a concept of convivencia to promote intercultural well-being within and outside of schools. This is attempted by synthesising and commenting on the results relating to racial bullying, focussing on the seriousness pupils attribute to being a victim of racial bullying and trying to connect it with the general model of the construct of convivencia as described.  We suggest that a programme aimed at developing intercultural convivencia at school may have positive effects on general well-being as well as intercultural relations within (and beyond) the school.

Temper Tantrums among Young Children

Karin Österman and Kaj Björkqvist

Åbo Akademi University, Vasa, Finland

Temper tantrums among young children was investigated with the questionnaire Parents' Experiences of Temper Tantrums in Children (PETTC) (Österman & Björkqvist, 2002). 132 parents (101 mothers, 31 fathers) filled in the questionnaire; 57 girls and 69 boys served as subjects. 87 % of all parents claimed that their child had had temper tantrums. There was no sex difference with respect to frequency of tantrums. Tantrums were most frequent when the child was between 2 and 4 years of age.  The most common duration was 5-10 minutes, but tantrums longer than half an hour were reported in 6 % of the cases. Most commonly, children threw tantrums at home during dressing or feeding, the second most common place being in the car. The most common behaviours during tantrums were shouting, crying, throwing things, and running away. The parents' most common explanations of reasons for the tantrums were that the child was either angry, frustrated, hungry, tired, or that temper tantrums simply are natural at a certain age. The parents suggested that the best strategies to stop tantrums were to speak calmingly to the child, to lift up the child up and to embrace it, or to direct its attention onto something else

 “In the Eyes of the Beholder.” 

Year 9 Girls,’ Boys’ and their Teachers’ Perceptions about Boys’ Aggression to Girls

Larry Owens, Rosalyn Shute, and Phillip Slee

School of Education, Flinders University, Adelaide, South Australia

Because children and young teenagers usually associate in same-sex groups, psychological research concerned with adolescent aggression has often concentrated on within-sex interactions. Sociological and feminist research, however, has highlighted boys’ victimization of girls, especially through sexual harassment. This paper reports a study of boy to girl aggression as perceived by boys, girls and their teachers. Focus group discussions were conducted with groups of Year 9 adolescents (aged between 14 and 15 years) across four middle class schools in metropolitan Adelaide, South Australia. Individual interviews were also conducted with their teachers. Thematic analyses (using NUDIST software) revealed different understandings by boys, girls and teachers of the same behaviour. Girls and teachers reported that boys often use verbally offensive language including sexual harassment toward girls but boys argued that they were often not being malicious but rather just joking and that girls over-react. Boys, girls and teachers agreed that boys often harassed girls in order to impress other boys and for their own entertainment or fun. Teachers also emphasized home and cultural background factors in influencing boys’ behavior toward girls. Girls’ appearance was reported as a major contributing factor associated with boys’ victimization – while physical attractiveness could protect a girl from boys’ meanness, over-weight girls or those seen as being unattractive or “uncool” were vulnerable. However, girls were not seen universally as passive victims. Boys, girls and teachers reported that many girls respond assertively and even match boys’ aggression. Boys and girls agreed that teacher intervention was often not helpful. In contrast, teachers reported the effectiveness of school anti-harassment policies and a range of successful interventions. All three groups agreed that boys’ behavior toward girls could have devastating effects on the girl victims. This study highlights the importance of understanding behaviour from different perspectives and confirms research that emphasizes the crucial role of the peer group in influencing aggressive interactions amongst students in schools.

Randori (Agonistic Fight) and Kata (Highly Ritualized Fight) Differentially Affect Plasma Cortisol, Testosterone and IL-6 Levels in Male Judoists

Stefano Parmigiani1, Riccardo Volpi2, Paola Palanza1, Alessandro Bartolomucci1,3
1 Dipartimento di Biologia Evolutiva e Funzionale, Università di Parma, Italy,2 Dipartimento di Medicina Interna e Scienze Biomediche, Università di Parma, Italy, 3 Istituto di Neuroscienze, Sezione di Psicobiologia e Psicofarmacologia, CNR, Rome, Italy.

Two forms of competitive aggression expressed in judo confrontations, such as Randori (agonistic fight) and Kata (highly ritualized fight) were studied to examine the alterations occurring in plasmatic level of steroid hormones and citokines. The subjects in this study were 22 male judo fighters aged 20-35 years who practiced judo at an agonistic level. Blood samples were collected 10 minute before (PRE) and 10 minute after (POST) the confrontation and Testosterone (T), Cortisol (C), Interleukin (IL)-6 and IL-1beta analyzed. In addition, a detailed behavioral analysis was conducted on the randori session. Results showed that T increased between the PRE and POST competition level only during the Randori while no changes emerged for the Kata. Both Randori and Kata induced a huge cortisol increase, with both the PRE and the POST competition level of the Randori being higher than the one found for the Kata. IL-6 significantly increased between the PRE and the POST competition level for the Randori, while no changes occurred during the Kata. IL-1beta was not affected by the experimental treatment. Interestingly the PRE and POST competition T levels recorded in the Kata strongly correlates respectively with the PRE and POST competition levels recorded in the Randori. On the contrary, no correlation has been found for the same individual for the C, IL-6 and the IL-1beta levels. In conclusion, Randori determined a strongest hormonal activation than Kata. In addition the correlation study also suggest an individual biological and context independent characterization of the HPG axis, but not of the HPA axis and cytokine production. 

Behavioral analysis during the randori session showed that there were no differences in the occurrence (i.e. frequencies) of attacks while Winners showed a greater duration of attack and a lower duration of defence when compared to Losers. Interestingly, the PRE and POST T levels were higher in loser that in the winner counterparts and delta Testosterone (POST/PRE) positively correlated with the occurrence of Attacks and Fight, as well as with Defeat Duration. No difference emerged for other hormones and cytokines. These data suggest that C and cytokines release is not related to emotional or cognitive perception of the possible outcome of fighting but to the stressful activity in general whereas T response might be somewhat related to individual characterization and to the evaluation (i.e. emotionally or at a cognitive level of the opponent superiority) of the cost and benefit of the combat, its pay off and the likelihood of winning or loosing. It is well known that "good judo fighters" show high emotional control. Under this respect martial arts may represent a good human model to understand: a) the effects on psychology, physiology and immune system of agonistic sport activities and; b) the relationships between psyche and neuro-humoral underlying mechanisms involved in the control of competitive aggression.

Aggression in Rural and Urban Areas

Vassiliki Pattakou - Parassiri

Technological Institution of Crete, Greece
The mechanisms and machinery developed to master the physical universe have created serious problems. The threat to existence, to self-concept, and to fulfillment of goals all appears to increase the probability of aggressive responses. Social conditions such as economic problems, chaos, and political disorganisation within a society, are some of the reasons that are likely to give rise to aggression on an individual level and all of these also increase the probabilities of violence within or between societies. Most recent studies view aggressive acts not as the sole fault of the individual, but as related to a set of cultural and social circumstances. In Greece, the percentage of juvenile offenders haw risen dangerously. According to publications, the mean age of young offenders has been decreasing from 15-16 years. These are some of the reasons that have encouraged us to carry out the present study especially eith regard to aggression. The aim of the present study was to detect the degree of aggressiveness in pupils between the ages of 10 and 15 in rural and urban areas. Pupils completed the questionnaire concerning their aggression in their classes.The findings show us significant results. The total degree of aggression between pupils in rural and urban areas was greater in rural areas. Physical aggression was greater concerning the gender. Moreover the sub-scales concerning hostility and indirect aggression were different between the two areas. We are still processing the results and will have more conclusions and implications very soon.

Developmental Trajectories of  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Bullying and Dating Aggression: 

Youth at Risk for Relationship Problems

 Debra Pepler, Wendy Craig, Jennifer Connolly, Depeng Jiang, and Ben Nywening 

 York University, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

In our research program, we have been interested in bullying as a relationship problem.  We hypothesized that as children mature, the dynamic of power and aggression in relationships diversifies from bullying to include sexual harassment and dating aggression.  We are concerned that the interactional style that characterizes bullying may transfer to romantic relationships. We gathered data on four grade cohorts of adolescence over a seven-year period.  With these prospective data, we have been able to examine the developmental trajectories of bullying and physical aggression with dating partners. In the present paper, we examine the profiles of the youth who reported high and moderate levels of bullying to determine the extent to which their dating relationships were compromised by aggressive interactions. In our joint trajectory analyses, we found substantial overlap between bullying and dating aggression: 100% of the 16 girls who were on the high bullying trajectory fell onto an early dating pathway characterized by initially high levels of aggression with dating partners with a gradual decrease; 100% of the 62 girls who reported moderate levels of bullying during early and mid-adolescence fell onto a trajectory characterized by an initial low level with a subsequent rise in reports of dating aggression.  The data for boys were similarly concerning:  16% and 69% of the 63 boys who were on the high bullying trajectory fell onto the early and later dating aggression trajectories, respectively.  Of the 161 boys who fell onto the moderate bullying trajectory, 69% also fell onto the later dating aggression trajectory; the other boys in this group did not report being physically aggressive with their dating partners.  In this paper, we will examine risks related to individual, family, and peer factors that characterize the high bullying boys and girls, as well as those who report moderate bullying and increase in their reports of dating aggression over the adolescent years.  The person-centred joint trajectory analyses provide us with the opportunity of identifying relationship problems for high-risk youth early in their developmental trajectories.  An identification of the characteristics and problematic relationship dynamics of the high-risk youth will provide direction for prevention and intervention programs for relationship aggression. 

Developing a Self Reported Measure to Assess Interpersonal Aggression Using Bjorkqvist’s Developmental Theory Utilizing Classical Item Analysis

Magil Pratt

A.W.A.R.E. (Aiding Women in Abuse and Rape Emergencies) and Adjunct Faculty at the University of Alaska Southeast

The primary purpose of this study was to construct a general survey based on the Peer Estimated Conflict Behavior Inventory (PECOBE) and begin the validation process of the survey, the Peer Estimated Conflicted Behavior Inventory Self-report. Originally, school administrators were invited to participate in a study investigating aggression in their respective schools. While administrators liked the idea, they denied approval to use the PECOBE because it identified students by name. The school administrators were willing to participate in a study if the instrument maintained the anonymity of the students. Therefore, to carry out the study investigating Dr. Bjorkqvist’s developmental theory of interpersonal aggression with his instrument, the PECOBE needed to be changed. The development sample for the new instrument was 15-year old students from two different schools (n = 332).The instrument development process consisted of rewriting items, administering the instrument to a development sample, and conducting data analyses. Item analyses were run to investigate the internal consistency of the instrument. Item analyses conducted on each of the three subscales indicated that overall, the items were highly correlated. Cronbach’s alpha for all 33 items was .888 and at the construct level, .872 for the aggression subscale, .712 for the conflict resolution subscale, and .788 for the victimization subscale. The alpha for the cross-gender aggression items was .819. T-tests were conducted to compare the results of item responses on the PECOBE Self-report to findings in the literature. Pairwise t-tests were run to compare both gender differences and self versus peers regarding types and frequency of aggression, conflict resolution, and victimization. In summary, these analyses demonstrated that the item responses to the PECOBE Self-report were reliable and valid. Although this study was the beginning of the validation process for this instrument and more studies using this instrument must be carried out, the results thus far seemed promising.

Bullies also Play and all the Children Can Fight: the Relations between Physical Bullying and Play Fighting in the Playground during Recess
Amália Rebolo Marques and Carlos Neto

Faculty of Human Kinetics, Technical University of Lisbon, Portugal

The observation of children’s play is not enough to understand what happens in the playground during recess. Some times the adults take action to stop something that looks kike real fight, just to find that the children are having a big fun with lots of noise and laughing. Other times a real fight goes on and on because it looks like play and the bad results are shown after when the participants come in tears, with bruises and/or bleeding.

In order to understand and learn how to distinguish play fight from real fight and see the differences between different types of children, we look for the participating children perspective. Using a peer-nomination questionnaire we selected to observe 83 children between 6 and 12 years old from 1st and 4th grade from one primary school near Lisbon. We chose the children with higher nomination values in the categories: aggressor (29 boys), victim (8 boys and 3 girls), aggressor/victim (12 boys, one girl), conflict manager (8 boys and 4 girls), withdrawal (one boy and one girl), third party intervention (5 boys and 6 girls), observer (3 boys and 2 girls). All the children selected were followed and filmed from a safe distance during three times of recess (days not followed). We look for physical contact that could be related to play fight or real fight. We observe 249 recess periods but in only in 107 (43%) was possible to observe the behaviours that we were looking for, and some of the target children never get involved in play fight  or real fight situations. After the recess we interview the target children, and the colleagues intervening in the actions, in front of the TV, and we ask them to discuss, explain and justify the images (their behaviours), these interviews were tape-recorded in order to make the transcription for posterior content analyse. It was possible to identify (with children’s help) 127 episodes of play fight,  100 episodes of real fight, and 19 mixed situations of play fight that become real fight. The aggressors and the aggressors/victims (taken together as the aggressive group) are the actors of 83 situations of real fight, these children also interact in 62 play fight situations and 16 mixed incidents where the play fight change to real fight. The other children in the sample (taking together as the peaceful group) are the actors in only 17 situations of real fight, 65 situations of play fight and 3 situations of play fight that changes to real fight. We found significant differences between these two groups for p=0,001 (&#967;2=32,111, gl=2).In the analyse of the incidents we look for number of participants, activities, places, motives, duration, body parts in action, distance and proximity between the participants, target children action, external intervention. Most of the real fight incidents happened during football games outside, and most of the play fight situations happened during R&T in the atrium inside the school.The duration of the incidents is different between groups of target children, for example the victims are the children that have greater duration (med) in play fight and real fight incidents. The aggressive group (aggressors and aggressor/victims) initiate 49 %, and reacted in 29 %, of the real fight situations, the peaceful group but initiate only 5% and reacted in 11% of the real fight incidents, there are differences between these two groups (X2= 5,4131737, gl=1, significant for p=0,025).

What Do Adults See when Children Play or Fight?

Amália Rebolo Marques and Carlos Neto

Faculdade de motricidade Humana – Universidade Técnica de Lisboa, Portugal

Sluckin (1987) says that growing up in the playground implies to be subject to menaces and intimidations from the older. Bishop & Curtis (2001) mentioned the XX century adult perception that the children do not how to play they only fight.Factor (2001) accuses the mass education for the new way of looking to the playground. Only few adults look at the playground with interest because, after all, what the children do is not important. For many adults the playground is only a mass of noise, movement and confusion (Armitage, 2001. Taking into account the negative ideas mentioned above 83 primary school children were followed and videotaped during their free times of recess in order to identify physical contact activities like play fight, real fight and rough and tumble play. When the adults see children in physical contact activities do they know what is happening? Maybe only when we ask the children it is possible to have a correct answer, which is what we have done. Know we challenge the participants’ to look at some videos and test their ideas.

Relationship of Experience and Beliefs to Direct and Indirect Aggression

Deborah South Richardson a), Mat Gregoski a), and Pascal Huguet b)

a) Augusta State University, USA

b) Université Aix en Provence, France

This study examines how individual experience in the local cultural context of the family and the school, as well as the broader cultural context of gender, relates to beliefs about aggression. It also considers the relationship between such culturally -constructed beliefs and self-reports of direct and indirect aggression behavior. Students from four high schools in France answered a series of questions about the frequency of their experiences as aggressors, victims, and witnesses of aggression as well as their frequency of talking about aggression. They also completed a series of questions about their family background, the instrumental beliefs portion of Campbell’s EXPAGG scale, and the Richardson Conflict Response Questionnaire. The results support the notion that beliefs about aggression are associated with, and are likely to develop from, one’s interactions in the local and broader “culture;” in turn, those beliefs are related to the individual’s self-reported direct and indirect aggression. Discussion will focus on distinctions between predictors of direct and indirect aggression. 

Cross-National Bystander Study: Bystanding and Bullying in Schools

Introduction to symposium organised by

Ken Rigby

University of South Australia, Adelaide, Australia

Interest in peer victimisation in schools has in recent years has begun to focus more on the social context in which bullying takes place, especially the effects attributable to how bystanders respond to bullying incidents. To examine this issue cross-nationally, school children in Australia, England, Bangladesh Israel, Italy, and South Africa viewed a video depicting physical and verbal bullying and sexual coercion in the presence of student bystanders. They answered questions anonymously using a questionnaire to give their estimates of occurrence of positive and negative form of bystander behaviour at their schools, and how they believed they personally would respond as bystanders in each situation. In addition, respondents provided information which included their attitudes towards victims, their expectations of what significant others would expect them to do, their recent involvement in bully/victim problems at school and their actions (if any) as positive bystanders, and their levels of self efficacy. This presentation describes the methodology, including excerpts from the video, and the nature of the assessments made in this study. 
Bystander Behaviour among South Australian and South African Schoolchildren Observing Bullying Behaviour

Ken Rigby

University of South Australia, Adelaide

Promoting interventive action on the part of student bystanders witnessing peer victimisation is currently seen as a promising way of reducing bullying in schools. A video depicting bullying in the presence of bystanders was viewed by late primary (n =200) and early secondary school students (n =200). Questionnaire responses indicated that verbal bullying in the presence of bystanders occurred most frequently, followed by physical bullying and lastly sexual coercion. Multiple regression analysis identified the following as significant predictors of expressed intention to intervene to stop the bullying: primary as opposed to secondary school attendance, having (reportedly) previously intervened, positive attitude to victims and believing that friends expected them to act to support victims. Expressed reasons are examined for choice of action as bystanders: that is, ignore it, support the victim directly, support the bully and get a teacher. Implications for countering bullying through teachers promoting effective bystander behaviour are discussed. This presentation will also include a brief examination of findings from the South African bystander study. 

The Psychological Impact of Threats to Sustainability on Productivity in Organizations

Thomas Rippon and Eliot Lowey

University of New England, Canada
Threats to sustainability from biological, chemical and explosive attacks have and will continue to have psychological and economic impacts on individuals and organizations. Such acts of violence and the adjustment by societies to deal with them are changing the landscape of how we live. This poster presentation addresses research conducted after the September 11th terrorist attack on the World Trade Center, and will identify impacts and coping strategies. 

Proactive and Reactive Aggression in a Striking New Laboratory Paradigm

Dominik Ritter and Mike Eslea

Department of Psychology, University of Central Lancashire, Preston, UK

This paper describes the development of a new laboratory aggression paradigm, the Chopstick Game. In this game, pairs of participants are given chopsticks and take turns to either hit the other player’s chopstick, or avoid being hit on their own chopstick, in response to an auditory stimulus. One participant is in fact a confederate, who controls the stimuli to ensure hits or misses according to a pre-determined sequence. Control conditions give participants the chance to aggress proactively. In provocation (reactive aggression) conditions, the confederate hits the participant on the hand, rather than on the chopstick, and in hostile provocation conditions, hits on the hand are accompanied by verbal expressions such as “Gotcha!” that make the provocation unambiguous. Dependent variables include whether or not the participant hits back (overt aggression) and the force with which they hit back (covert aggression).The Chopstick Game has many advantages over classic laboratory aggression paradigms. The participant interacts directly with a real human being, not a computer supposedly connected to a person in another room. The participant has a wide choice of possible responses to provocation (including aggressive, prosocial and information-seeking behaviours), not merely those afforded by the computer program (which are usually only variations in the level of an aggressive stimulus such as electric shock or noise). Most importantly, hitting on the hand is a clear rule violation, so is not confounded by competitiveness or obedience. A number of interesting sex differences have been found in studies to date. Men are more angered by the provocation, are more likely to attribute intent, and to respond with demands (such as “stop that!”). Women are likely to underestimate the number of hits, to mis-hear hostile statements as prosocial, and to respond with questions (such as “why are you doing that?”). Other recent studies will be reported, in which the Chopstick Game has been assessed in relation to the various stages of the “social information processing” approach to aggression. 

Analysis of Bystander Behaviors among Israeli Children Witnessing 

Bullying Behavior in School Settings

Amos Rolider

Emek Yezreal College, Israel

Research conducted in Israel in the past 5 year indicated that bullying is a serious problem among children attending schools. As part of an international effort to understand bystanders' reactions when witnessing bullying behaviors, we asked 216 junior high and 190 elementary school students to view a video showing various bullying episodes. The students' responses to a questionnaire following viewing the video indicated that the majority of the students reported seeing high frequency of verbal and physical bullying and moderate frequency of sexual bullying episodes occurring in their schools. In addition, more than half of the elementary school students and no more than 16% of junior high school students indicated that when observing bullying, they call for teachers' attention. 33% of junior high students reported ignoring verbal and physical bullying as opposed to only 11.8% of elementary students when witnessing these types of bullying. No difference was found between the reactions of bystanders who reported being victims of bullying and those who reported not being bullied. Implications of these findings for designing effective interventions are discussed.

Qualitatively Different Reactions: How Children of different Ages and Genders Respond to an Anti-Bullying Intervention

Wendy Ryan and David Smith

University of Ottawa, Canada

Although age and gender-based differences have been found in the frequencies and types of school bullying, very little is known about how these variables influence the outcomes of common anti-bullying interventions offered in schools. Using a mixed methodology, we examined how age and gender mediate the responses of primary school children to an anti-bullying video intervention. Eight-five boys and girls in grades 3 and 6 responded in writing to hypothetical bullying scenarios one week before and one week after a 15-minute video presentation. They subsequently participated in researcher-led focus groups organized by gender and age. In this presentation, we discuss what our qualitative data reveal about the influences of age and gender on children’s responses to anti-bullying interventions, and we outline the implications of our findings for the design and implementation of anti-bullying programming in schools. 

Negative Acts among Business Professionals: How the Business Context May Contribute to Indirect Forms of Aggression
Denise Salin

Department of Management and Organisation

 Swedish School of Economics and Business, Helsinki, Finland
Negative acts and both direct and indirect forms of aggression in the workplace have lately received increasing attention. However, a majority of the studies have been conducted in the health care sector or in routine jobs in administration. In contrast, employees in highly career-oriented, knowledge intensive jobs have been highly neglected. The aims of this study were to describe the prevalence and forms of negative acts in a business context, more precisely, among business professionals and to analyse how the particular characteristics of the business context may contribute to these negative acts. A survey among members of a professional organisation for business professionals revealed that almost one-fourth of the respondents had been subjected to at least one of 32 predefined negative acts during the past 12 months from their colleagues, superiors or subordinates. The most common forms of negative acts were indirect forms of aggression and typically clearly work-related, for example, ignoring somebody’s views and opinions, withholding information in order to make their work more difficult or giving somebody impossible tasks, thus setting them up to fail. The results of both the survey and stories written by business professionals further indicated that internal competition, and in particular a highly politicised climate, seemed to contribute to negative behaviour among business professionals. In fact, negative acts often seemed to be a way of boosting one’s own career or “protecting” oneself against rivals. Structural factors in the business context also seemed to affect the perception of negative acts as women and employees in lower position felt more badly affected by such negative acts.  

Aggression Replacement Training:

A Comprehensive Method for Aggressive Youth and "Youth at Risk"

Eeva-Liisa Salmi

Åbo Akademi University, Vasa, Finland
Aggression Replacement Training (ART) was developed by Arnold P. Goldstein and Barry Glick in the 1980s. It is a multimodal, psychoeducational intervention design to alter the behaviour of aggressive youth. It consists of (1) skillstreaming (the behavioural component), designed to teach a broad curriculum of prosocial behaviour such as listening, joining in,  helping others, keeping out of fights. (2) anger control training (the emotional component), a method for empowering youth to modify their own anger responsiveness through understanding what triggers our anger, what cues tell us that we are getting angry and what anger reducing techniques we can use. (3) moral reasoning training (the values component), to help motivate youth to employ the skills learned via the other components. This element invites youth to learn to take other persons perspective and become more emphatic to others. It also causes the youth to reflect on how their own behaviour affects the world around them. ART has been found to promote prosocial skills competency and overt prosocial behaviour, reduce the level of rated impulsiveness, and decrease both the frequency and intensity of acting out behaviours and enhance the participants’ levels of moral reasoning. The effects attained seem to be permanent (Goldstein, & Glick, Reiner, Zimmerman, & Coultry, 1986). ART has been used successfully throughout the USA and Canada and also in several European countries, especially in Sweden. To Finland, ART came from Sweden in the year 2002, and has since then been used by the present author.  
Chronic Psychosocial Stress in Mice: Effects on Cardiac Autonomic Responsiveness and Myocardial Structure

Andrea Sgoifo, T. Costoli, A. Bartolomucci, and D. Stilli

Department of Evolutionary and Functional Biology - Stress Physiology Laboratory 

University of Parma, Italy
Repeated exposures to acute social challenges (defeat, victory) induce robust shifts of cardiac sympathovagal balance towards sympathetic dominance, both during and after each agonistic interaction. However, little evidence is available regarding possible persistent pathophysiological changes due to a chronic social stressor. In this study, male CD-1 mice (n=14) were implanted with a radiotelemetry system, which allows electrocardiographic recordings in freely-behaving animals. The impact of a chronic psychosocial challenge (15-days’ sensory contact with a dominant animal and daily 5-min defeat episodes) was studied on: (i) sympathovagal response to each defeat episode, as measured via time-domain indexes of heart rate variability (R-R interval, SDRR and r-MSSD); (ii) circadian rhythmicity of heart rate across the chronic challenge (night phase, day phase and rhythm amplitude values); (iii) amount of myocardial structural damage (volume fraction, density and extension of fibrosis). This study indicated that there was habituation of acute cardiac autonomic responsiveness, i.e. the shift of sympathovagal balance towards sympathetic dominance was significantly reduced across repeated defeat episodes. Moreover, animals exhibited significant changes in heart rate rhythmicity, i.e. increments in day and night values and reductions in the rhythm amplitude, but limited to the first five days of chronic psychosocial stress. Noteworthy, the volume fraction of fibrosis was 6-fold larger than in control animals, due to the appearance of many microscopic scarrings. In summary, although mice appeared to adapt to chronic psychosocial stress in terms of acute cardiovascular responsiveness and long-term heart rate rhythmicity, permanent structural alterations occurred in the myocardial tissue.

Teachers' Responses to Bullying Incidents: Moral Orientation and Seriousness

Rosalyn Shute a), and Alicia Ellis b)
a) School of Behavioural and Social Sciences and Humanities, 

University of Ballarat, Australia

b) School of Psychology, Flinders University, Adelaide, South Australia

The success of anti-bullying programs depends crucially upon teacher responses to bullying incidents, yet virtually no research has addressed this issue. This paper reports a study that examined the novel proposition that teacher responses to incidents will be influenced by the strength of their moral orientation in terms of care and justice, and by the seriousness of the incident. Justice orientation was positively correlated with rules-sanctions, but not problem-solving, responses, while the reverse was true for care orientation. It was also found that the strength of teachers' care and justice moral orientations interacted to predict responses of a rules-sanctions type. Seriousness of an incident accounted for a high percentage of the variance in choice of both rules-sanctions responses and problem-solving responses to bullying. However, it should be noted that 'seriousness,' as perceived by teachers, does not necessarily accord with other evidence concerning the seriousness of the effects of different types of bullying.

The PEACE Pack: An Intervention to Reduce Bullying in Australian Primary Schools

Phillip Slee 

School of Education, Flinders University, Adelaide, South Australia

The evidence is now quite clear that bullying in schools is an international problem.  Bullying is widely regarded as a particularly destructive form of aggression with harmful physical, social and emotional outcomes for all involved (bullies, victims and bystanders).  The research of the last 25 years confirms its widespread nature where it is most likely in groups from which the potential victim cannot escape e.g., schools.  In 1994, an Australian Commonwealth Government inquiry heralded a growing awareness of the need to address the issue of school violence, particularly bullying. Internationally, researchers, including Smith (2003) have identified the impact of intervention programs to reduce school bullying.  In Australia, a nationally and internationally used, systemically based, intervention program called the P.E.A.C.E Pack, has proven effective as an intervention program in reducing bullying in primary schools.  The current study presents supporting longitudinal evidence regarding the efficacy of the PEACE Pack in markedly reducing bullying amongst young children of junior primary and primary school age.  The study also identified the characteristics of a small group of children who do not appear to benefit from intervention efforts.  Finally, in this paper a computer based innovation for collecting school-based data regarding student perceptions of bullying is described.

"No More Bullying" An Analysis of Primary School Children's Drawings

of School Bullying

Phillip Slee 
School of Education, Flinders University, Adelaide, South Australia

The interpretation of children's drawings in relation to clinical practice and for understanding their social, emotional and cognitive development has a long history.  To date though, the use of children's drawings to understand their experience of school victimization and bullying has not been widely researched.  In STUDY ONE approximately 350 primary school children aged 8-12 years voluntarily provided drawings of their perceptions of school bullying as part of a larger questionnaire study.  The drawings were scored according to various criteria including size, detail, line heaviness, distance apart, affect, attributed behaviour and type of bullying.  One purpose of this study was to establish the reliability with which children's drawings of their perceptions of victimization and bullying could be scored. A second purpose was to better understand age and gender differences in the nature of children's perceptions of school bullying.  The findings confirmed that children's drawings could be reliably coded according to a number of criteria.  In STUDY TWO, approximately 250 primary school children voluntarily provided drawings of their perceptions of school bullying as part of another questionnaire study.  Additional information was obtained regarding the children's friendship network, how frequently they were bullied or bullied some-one, their feelings if they had been bullies or bullied others, and their perceptions of safety at school.  The drawings were scored using the schema in STUDY ONE.  Among the findings were differences in the nature of drawings (eg in terms of emotional affect) according to whether the children reported having been bullied or had bullied others. The findings from the two studies are discussed in relation to the use of children's drawings for better understanding the impact of school bullying upon primary school children.  Implications for researchers, clinicians and teachers are highlighted.

Recidivism and Psychopathy

Hedwig Sloore, Gina Rossi, and Claudia Hauben

Department of Psychology, Free University of Brussels, Belgium

The aim of the study was to use the MMPI-2 (Butcher et al., 1989) as an external validator for the PCL-R (Hare, 1991) and to try to identify typical MMPI-2 profiles for recidivists.

53 male recidivists from the federal prison of Dendermonde (Belgium) volunteered to participate and completed the whole procedure (interview, MMPI-2, PCL-R, MCMI-III). 8 subjects were initially excluded from the study on basis of incomplete data or on basis of too elevated scores on scale F (F>120T) or scale Fb (Fb>120T).A semi-structured interview and an analyses of the institutional files were used to score the PCL-R. A cut off score of 30 on the PCL-R divided the recidivists into two groups: a group (N=19) high on psychopathy and a low group (N=24). The average score on the PCL-R for the total group was 27.17 (SD= 4.97), 35.85% of the subjects obtaining a score of 30 or higher.The mean MMPI-2 profile was characterised by a spike on scale 4 (T=72.77). The Pearson correlations between the PCL-R (global score) and the validity and clinical scales of the MMPI-2 are most of the time in the expected direction, but they are rather low. The two highest correlations are found for scale 4 (.36) and scale 8 (.30). The factor 1 (selfish, callous, remorseless use of others) scores on the PCL-R have no significant correlations with the validity and the clinical scales, while the factor 2 (chronically unstable, antisocial, socially deviant lifestyle) scores correlate with several of the MMPI-2 scales (.46 with Pd, .39 with Sc, .34 with F and 33 with Fb). This results indicate that scale 4 measures in the first place the antisocial and unstable lifestyle The correlation patterns with the content scales, the subscales, some experimental scales, the Morey PD-scales and the Ben-Porath PD-scales were also examined.A Ward cluster analyses (Morey, 1991) on the MMPI-2 profiles of the total group of recidivists revealed three significant clusters: the first cluster (N=12) represented a 4-9 profile; the second cluster (N=17) was characterised by elevated scores on F,4;6,7;8 and 9, 6 and 4 being the highest values; the third cluster was characterised by a spike on scale 4.

Anti-Bully Interventions: How Effective are Whole-School Programs?

David Smith and Barry Schneider

Faculty of Education, University of Ottawa, Canada

Bullying is a serious problem in schools, and school authorities need effective solutions to resolve this problem. There is growing interest in the “whole-school” approach to bullying. Whole-school programs have multiple components that operate simultaneously at different levels in the school community. This presentation synthesizes the existing evaluation research on whole-school programs in order to determine the overall effectiveness of this approach. This synthesis reveals that the majority of programs evaluated to date have yielded non-significant outcomes on measures of self-reported victimization and bullying, and only a small number have yielded positive outcomes. Studies in which program implementation was systematically monitored tended, on the whole, to be more effective than studies without any program monitoring.

Cross-National Comparisons of ‘Bullying’ and Related Terms: 

Western and Eastern Perspectives

Peter K Smith

Goldsmiths College, University of London, UK

The research area around ‘bullying’, in school and in other contexts (workplace, prison, home) has expanded greatly over the last 25 years (Smith & Brain, 2000).  The word bullying has anglo-saxon roots, and appears well understood in northern European languages, even though different words may be used, such as ‘mobbning’.  In southern European countries, generally with Latin roots for the languages, there is no simple corresponding word for ‘bullying’, although there are words for violence and aggression.  Italian has co-opted ‘il bullismo’ to fill this gap.  In Japan, ‘ijime’ is generally taken as the concept closest to ‘bullying’, but there appear to be some important differences.  Similar phenomena in South Korea can be described by terms ‘eun-ta’, ‘wang-ta’ and ‘jun-ta’ which in fact appear to signal increasingly serious developmental phases of bullying-type phenomena. This paper will explore ways of examining these differences, and their significance for cross-national research and comparisons.  The cartoon task (Smith and others, 2002) will be described, and its limitations considered in relation to bullying phenomena in non-western countries such as Japan and Korea.  Some modification of the cartoon set is considered.  In addition the use of more qualitative or ethnographic methods will be discussed.  

Why Has Aggression Been Thought of as Maladaptive?

Peter K Smith

Goldsmiths College, University of London, UK

Aggressive behaviour is prevalent throughout non-human species, and serves a variety of functions.  For inter-specific aggression these include obtaining prey items (food), and defending self or offspring/kin against predators.  For intra-specific aggression these include competition for resources, status, and ultimately reproductive opportunities.  Aggressive behaviour is also prevalent throughout human societies, and throughout the lifespan in both genders. Despite the ubiquity of aggression and its apparent functionality, a strong tradition of work in child social development has characterized aggression as ‘maladaptive’ or ‘socially incompetent’ behaviour, and aggressive children as ‘lacking social skills’.  Some examples of this tradition of thinking will be given.  This view has been challenged recently within child development, with evidence that aggressive behaviour can in some contexts be associated with popularity, status, social skills and social competence. Those outing forward this revised view argue that the traditional view confounds what is socially desirable, with what is socially competent or successful.

But why did the traditional view – of aggression as maladaptive – come to be so influential for so long?  I will explore the history of this and suggest some reasons.  These include the strong policy-oriented ethos of early child development work (with the objective of raising good healthy children), and the sheltered disciplinary ethos of psychology in much of the twentieth century (ignoring both evolutionary explanations, and wider sociological contexts).

Aggressive-Victims Amongst Girls: An Exploratory Study

Barbara Spears

School of Education, University of South Australia, Adelaide

Previous studies which have explored the sub-group of victims known as aggressive, provocative or bully- victims, have found that very few individuals actually meet the criteria of this sub-group. Characterized as emotionally and behaviourally dysregulated antagonists (Schwartz, 2000, p 1) they are also: those who are targets/victims but who provoke others, are actively irritating, tension-creating, restless and are hot-tempered, becoming angry and fighting back when attacked, (Olweus, 1978; Schwartz, 2000, Craig, 1998, cited in Schwartz, Proctor & Chien, 2001). Schwartz et al (2001) report however, that in terms of identifying prevalence and distribution of aggressive-victims, the focus of recent research in this area has almost exclusively been on overt forms of aggression and victimisation (p149). The corollary of this is that a gender bias would seem to be evident in the findings, which have reported that boys are over-represented in this sub-group (Pellegrini et al, 1999, cited in Schwartz et al, 2001). They also report a degree of inconsistency in the findings from studies employing self-report methodologies, with percentages of children classified as aggressive-victims differing substantially: from 2% to 29% (p149). In contrast, peer nomination or multi-informant studies generally report approximately 4%-8% (p149). Schwartz et al further suggested that aggressive-victims identified by peer nominations and self-reports may not necessarily be equivalent sub-groups (p149).This study adds to our understanding of this sub-group, by exploring girls' self-reports of having been victimised by other girls, using a modified Direct and Indirect Aggression scale (Björqvist, Lagerspetz and Österman, (1992).

Girls from Years 6 -10 (N=807; Mean Age 12.97) across 5 single-sex and 2 co-educational settings in Adelaide, South Australia self-reported the victimisation they had experienced that year and responded to questions concerning their provocation of others. As expected, girls reported that indirect aggression was the most prevalent form of aggression experienced and was the common experience for those who self-reported as victims of aggression overall. Preliminary examination reveals that whilst 53% of girls who self -reported as victims of indirect aggression suggested that they had never done anything to provoke someone first, surprisingly 47% reported that they had actively provoked it. Findings reveal that 39% responded that they sometimes did;  6% that they usually did, and 1% that they always did. Since nearly half of the girls indicated that they were both victims and provocateurs of indirect aggression, it is possible that this represents somewhat more normative behaviour amongst girls than amongst boys, especially when girls' reluctance to admit engaging in aggression for social/desirability reasons is taken into account. Aggressive-victims amongst girls then may comprise a larger sub-group than previously thought.

Yards Ahead for Boys: A Lunch-Time Intervention to Reduce Aggression and Bullying in a South Australian Primary School

 Barbara Spears, Debbie Heading, Michael McVeity, Jan Webber, 

Patricia Harris, and Bruce Ormond
Department of Education and Children’s Services, 

School of Education, University of South Australia, Adelaide, Australia

Research evidence indicates that violence is a major concern in primary and secondary schools around the world with problems ranging in severity from high level physical aggression to lower level verbal taunting and teasing. It is also universally recognized that boys are more likely to be involved in these overt forms of aggression. In contrast to aggressive behaviour, play enables children to develop the social and motor skills and competencies considered important to normal development. Amongst boys, play often consists of physically vigorous rough and tumble activities. Play and aggression amongst boys during recess and lunchtimes then, operate in concert and it is the supervising teachers/adults who are confronted with these behaviours on a daily basis. The current study involved three schools from metropolitan Adelaide, South Australia. This paper provides a qualitative analysis of one school’s ongoing strategy of structured and semi-structured physical activities, to reduce aggression and bullying by boys in the school yard during lunchtime play periods. The school is in a socially and economically disadvantaged area, surrounded by a transient community having high levels of drug abuse and mental health problems. High levels of physical aggression, bullying and verbal harassment, and low levels of student/teacher morale together with generally negative attitudes towards school were evident prior to the introduction of the program. Participants consisted of teachers (n = 20), school services officers (n = 6), and students (n = 320). Students ranged from Reception (aged 5) to Year 7 (aged 12). Data concerning high level offences committed during lunchtimes from the period 1999 through to 2003 were collected and compared prior to and during the implementation of the strategy. The intervention comprised teacher-directed unstructured lunchtime physical activities in 2001 (e.g., ball games, gym activities) and student-led, teacher-supervised structured lunchtime activities from 2002 (e.g., music, dance, drama, craft). The activities were structured to incorporate cross-age tutoring and the teachers consistently provided rewards for positive play. Findings reveal that there has been a steady decline in playground aggression over the five-year period. A corresponding shift towards positive attitudes of both students and teachers during playtimes and in class was evident. Discussion includes ongoing developments and implications for improved student learning outcomes.

Violence in Luxembourg Schools - the Role of School Culture

Georges Steffgen

Department of psychology, University of Luxembourg, Luxembourg

This poster will report the findings of systematic research on the specific topic of violence in Luxembourg schools. Based on different studies, a description of how the students themselves judge the respective situation in their schools, is presented (Steffgen & Ewen, 2004). Especially the links between school culture and the violence of students will be explored by samples of all in all 2.700 pupils from five different high schools. Empirical results of the research give an account of the incidence rates of different forms of violence in Luxembourg in comparison with other European countries (Smith, 2003) and check on interrelations between violence and school culture. Results indicate that violence is a problem in Luxemburg schools and that a considerable number of students is affected. In addition different analysis shows that the educational quality of teaching – the pedagogical engagement and the didactic abilities of teachers – is related to the extension of psychological violence. Differences between high schools are to be considered. The results suggest that violence may be reduced and prevented by changing the school culture. Recommendations are focused on school development.

Cross-Cultural Reliability and Validity of the Revised Conflict Tactics Scales

Murray A. Straus

Family Research Laboratory, University of New Hampshire, USA

Although the original Conflict Tactics Scales (CTS) have been successfully used in many countries, no studies have been published on the cross-cultural reliability and validity of the revised instrument (CTS2).  This study was intended to provide some of the needed psychometric information.  It reports reliability and validity of the five CTS2 scales (Physical Assault, Physical Injury, Psychological Aggression, Sexual Coercion, And Negotiation) to measure these aspects of the dating relationships of students at 33 universities in 17 countries:.  The results show high alpha coefficients of internal consistency and low confounding with social desirability response set.  Examples indicating the construct validity of the CTS2 Physical Assault and Injury scales are also presented.  Although the data refer to dating relationships of university students, the results are sufficiently promising to encourage use of the CTS2 in a variety of cultural settings.

Beginning Teachers' Perceptions of Childhood Aggression

Diane Louise Szarkowicz

Charles Darwin University, Australia

Research suggests that patterns of long-term aggression are established by 6 years of age and that intervention programs to reduce aggressive behaviour are most effective if implemented during the early childhood period (Nagin & Tremblay, 1999).  Given this, teachers can have an important influence on the development of aggression in young children.  Yet, there is little evidence that all teachers, especially those early in their careers, are aware of the nature, development and consequences of childhood aggression.  The current study investigated through open and closed questions what beginning teachers defined as aggression, how they believed it developed and what they felt were the long-term consequences of childhood aggression.  The study found most participants believed that:  patterns of aggression developed after 8 years of age, strategies to reduce aggression worked best in middle childhood, and children were the most physically aggressive in middle to late childhood.  Also, many did not perceive indirect aggression like teasing and gossiping as aggression.  These findings suggest that many beginning teachers need to know more about how aggression develops before they embark on their teaching careers.

Social Representation of Physical, Verbal and Indirect Aggression

M. Paz Toldos

Department of Personality, Evaluation and Psychological Treatments

 University of Valencia, Spain

This paper explores the adolescent’s perception of aggression (physical, verbal and indirect) used by the aggressor in hypothetical situations, as well as sexual differences in this variable. An instrument with eight different hypothetical situations of violence was designed to measure the perception of violence used by the aggressor in each situation, using some items from the Direct & Indirect Aggression Scale (DIAS) (Finland: Åbo Akademi University) [Björkqvist et al., 1992b]. This inventory was administered to a sample (N= 653) of adolescents aged 14 to 18 in four Spanish high schools. The sex of the aggressor, and the sex and status of the victim were manipulated in each situation to check if the perception of violence used by the aggressor was a function of these variables. A multifactorial design with repeated measures with analyses of variance ANOVA (2 x 2 x 2) was used. As expected, when the aggressor was a man, the adolescents perceived him as using physical violence more than when the aggressor was a woman, who was perceived as using indirect violence more. Also, results showed that when the sex of the aggressor and victim was the same, adolescents perceived them as showing more violent behaviours than when violence was shown between people with different status. These findings are discussed in terms of their relevance for the design of new intervention and preventive programs against violence, using different violence contexts; as well as for the inclusion of activities in these programs in order to teach adolescents how to resolve conflicts with non-violent alternatives.

Effects of the Sex and Status of Target and Aggressor on 

Adolescents’ Justification of Aggression

M. Paz Toldos

Department of Personality, Evaluation and Psychological Treatments 

University of Valencia, Spain

This study examines the adolescent’s justification of aggression by the aggressor in hypothetical situations of violence as a function of the sex and status of victim and aggressor, as well as sexual differences in this justification. A total of 653 adolescents aged 14 to 18 completed an instrument with eight hypothetical situations of violence designed to measure the justification of aggressive behaviour in each situation. A multifactorial design with repeated measures with analyses of variance ANOVA (2 x 2 x 2) was used. As expected, adolescents justified more easily violence between peers, violence toward teachers and violence used by a woman. Also, results showed that, compared with girls, boys justified the use of violence more easily and in a wider range of situations. These findings are discussed in terms of a recent tendency in adolescents to justify violence against authority and peers, findings that can be interpreted to contribute not only to justify violence but also to use it.

Peer and Teacher Bullying/Victimization of South Australian Secondary Students: Prevalence and Psychosocial Profiles

Sarah Trainor, Tony Winefield, Maureen Dollard, Sarah Anderson, and Jacques Metzer

University of South Australia, Adelaide, Australia
This study examined the nature and prevalence of bullying/victimization by peers and teachers reported by 1284 students (mean age = 15 years) drawn from a representative sample of 25 South Australian schools. Students could be clearly differentiated according to the type of victimization they had experienced. Students reporting peer victimization typically showed high levels of social alienation, poorer psychological functioning and poorer self-esteem and self-image. By contrast, victims of teacher victimization were more likely to be rated as less able academically, had less intention to complete school and were more likely to be engaged in high-risk behaviours such as gambling, drug use and under-age drinking. Most victimization was found to occur at school rather than outside school and involved verbal aggression rather than physical harm. Boys were significantly more likely to report this experience than girls, with the highest rates being observed amongst boys attending single-sex private schools. Girls were more likely to be subject to victimization if they attended co-educational private schools. The implications of this work for enhancing school-retention rates and addressing psychological distress amongst adolescent students are discussed.

Serum HDL Cholesterol Levels and Dysfunctional Aggression in Young Men 

with different Propensity toward Violence

Alfonso Troisi

Department of Neurosciences 

University of Rome, Italy

Recent studies have shown a significant relation between low cholesterol levels and dysfunctional aggressive behavior. The neurobiological mechanism mediating such a relationship remains unknown. A possible explanation is that a lowered plasma cholesterol concentration might induce a decrease in brain cell membrane cholesterol which ultimately would result in a reduced serotonergic function. Based on previous studies, the cholesterol fraction that seems more closely associated with aggressive behavior is HDL cholesterol. The present study analyzed the relationship between aggressive behavior and serum HDL cholesterol levels in two groups of young men with a different propensity toward violence. The first group included 20 convicted men who had committed an act of physical aggression during military service (high-risk group, mean age: 23 years). The control group included 40 healthy volunteers enrolled among conscripts of comparable age (low-risk group, mean age: 22 years). The two groups did not differ as for their mean levels of serum HDL cholesterol and body mass index. To measure aggression, we used the Aggression Questionnaire (AQ), a self-report scale assessing past and current aggressive behavior. In the low-risk group there was no significant correlation between the AQ score and the HDL cholesterol levels (r = - 0.18, NS). In contrast, in the high-risk group, we found a strong and negative correlation between the AQ score and the HDL cholesterol levels (r = - 0.56, p < 0.01). The subjects who had lower levels of HDL cholesterol were more aggressive, based on their self-reports of past and current behavior. These results suggest that, in young men, the relationship between low HDL cholesterol levels and dysfunctional aggressive behavior is limited to subjects with a high propensity toward violence.

The Relationship between Impulsivity and Sexually Coercive Behavior

Jacquelyn White, Stacy Sechrist, and Garrett McDonald

University of North Carolina at Greensboro, USA

The purpose of this study is to test the hypothesis that men with a self-reported history of sexually coercive behaviors will display a higher number of symptoms of hyperactivity and inattention and will perform more impulsively on a behavioral test of impulsivity. Sexually aggressive men also are predicted to display disrupted emotion regulation during the task. This hypothesis will be tested within the theoretical framework of Malamuth's Confluence Model of Sexual Aggression. The model hypothesizes that early childhood experiences with abuse increases the likelihood of engaging in delinquent behaviors. This in turn will have an impact on sexual promiscuity. These experiences will affect attitudes towards gender roles and hostility toward women. We hypothesize that impulsivity and inattention mediate the relationship between early childhood experiences and subsequent deviant behavior. 

Ostracism is Aggression; Ostracism Can Cause Aggression

Kipling D. Williams 

Purdue University, USA / Macquarie University, Australia

A large number of studies have now been conducted that appear to demonstrate that ostracism—being ignored and excluded—is immediately experienced as painful, and when given, is a form of aggression. Furthermore, factors that ought to moderate this painful experience are inconsequential. For example, individuals report lower moods, threatened needs, and register physiological responses related to pain regardless of whether the ostracism is done by ingroup members or outgroup members, a computer or humans, or even by despised others. Additionally, individual differences such as social phobia, narcissism, self-esteem, and collectivism do not moderate the painful immediate experience. How individuals respond and cope once ostracism is detected can vary according to individual differences and moderating situational factors. While responses can be pro-social and serve to increase the individual's inclusionary status, several studies have found aggressive and anti-social responses to ostracism and other forms of social exclusion and rejection. I will examine the conditions under which ostracism leads to pro-social versus anti-social responses.

Is Chimpanzee Intergroup Violence the Result of Human Disturbance?

Michael L. Wilson a), Richard W. Wrangham b), and Anne E. Pusey c)

a) Gombe Stream Research Centre, Tanzania

b) Harvard University, USA

c) University of Minnesota, USA

Chimpanzees are well known for their cooperative intergroup aggression. Although intergroup aggression has been observed at all long-term study sites with neighboring communities, the frequency and intensity of intergroup conflict vary considerably among sites and over time within sites. Controversy persists over whether this variation depends on naturally occurring factors, such as the abundance and distribution of food, or from artificial disturbances, such as provisioning with bananas or the conducting of playback experiments. Here I report findings from two study sites: Gombe National Park, Tanzania, and Kibale National Park, Uganda. Gombe chimpanzees were provisioned intensively with bananas from 1962 to 1967, with lower levels of provisioning continuing to 2000, but were never the subject of playback experiments. Kibale chimpanzees have never been provisioned, but were the subject of playback experiments from 1996-1998. At both sites, intergroup encounters routinely involved aggression and sometimes resulted in killings. Chimpanzees participated in territorial behavior more frequently when they traveled in large parties. Party size, in turn, depended on two factors: the abundance of food, mainly ripe fruit, and the presence of sexually receptive females. At Gombe, provisioning may have had an indirect effect on intergroup aggression by reducing the frequency of border visits during the years of intense provisioning, but such aggression also occurred in years with little or no provisioning. At Kibale, the frequency of playback experiments did not affect the frequency of intergroup encounters. Instead, intergroup encounters occurred most frequently in border areas with abundant ripe fruit. These findings indicate that intergroup aggression in chimpanzees does not depend on human disturbance, but is instead the result of competition for naturally occurring resources, whose distribution and abundance affect the frequency of aggression.

The Development of a Research-Based Training and Development Video Documenting Successful Interventions to Reduce School Bullying

Alison Wotherspoon, Phillip Slee, Rosalyn Shute, Larry Owens, 

Helen Lindstrom, and Debbie Odgers

Screen Studies Department, Flinders University, Adelaide, South Australia

The broader community is now more aware of, and sensitive to the issue of school bullying, as evidenced by frequent reports in the print and electronic media, where the clarion call is for the development of successful interventions.  The majority of South Australian public schools take seriously the issues of bullying and harassment and the schools attempt to address them in a range of different ways. This study is a joint project between Flinders University and two state government departments – the Department of Education and Children’s Services and the Department of Human Services Shopfront programme. It is based on best intervention practice principles devised by world bullying experts at Curtin University in 1999. These principles against which school bullying programmes can be judged include: policy/practice; curriculum; school ethos; school-home-community links; student services teams; physical environment; and evaluation. The Curtin principles are being used to evaluate bullying programmes in five Adelaide metropolitan high schools with diverse socio-economic backgrounds. As part of the study, a bullying questionnaire has been administered to 1479 years 8 to 10 (aged from 12 to 16 years) students across the five schools. The results reveal that 53% of students were not aware of their school’s bullying policy, 81% of students had never used the policy, and only 43% of students found it helpful if they had used it. A video, for use in training and development across the state, is being developed to show how the five schools are implementing their bullying policies against the broad Curtin principles. The video will show the successes and obstacles for schools in developing strategies to counter bullying.

Diminished Sense of Self-Existence and Aggression: 

Psychology of Modern Japanese Youths

Shintaro Yukawa
Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Japan

This research aimed to develop the Diminished Sense of Self-existence Scale (DSSS) and to examine the relationship between a diminished sense of self-existence and aggressiveness among Japanese youths. The sense of self-existence was defined as a positive sense about one's own reason or value for existing and assumed to have three dimensions; Self, Others, and Time. Five hundred sixty-nine undergraduates (337 men and 230 women, 2 of unknown sex; their mean age = 19.94 and SD = 1.34) rated themselves on a questionnaire about diminished sense of self-existence, establishment of identity, narcissism, alexithymia, emotionality, mental unhealthiness, and aggressiveness. The principal component analyses to select the high factor loading items were performed for each dimension of the DSSS, of which coefficient alphas were high enough to have an internal consistency. The relationship between each dimension of the DSSS and other measures was almost as expected, which nearly confirmed a construct validity of the DSSS. In general, each dimension of the diminished sense of self-existence was positively related to covert aggressiveness such as hostility and anger, but was negatively or insignificantly related to overt aggressiveness such as verbal and physical aggression. However, the dimensions on Self and Others had some positive relations with physical aggression in women.

Social Interactions in Young vs. Old Rats – Behavioral, Biochemical 

and Molecular Approach

Jolanta Zagrodzka and Paweł Boguszewski

Nencki Institute of Experimental Biology 

Polish Academy of Science, Warsaw, Poland

Anxiety is considered as a motivational basis of defensive aggression. It might be expected therefore that the increase of anxiety observed in aged animals affects their social behavior. Our study was intended to compare, with the use of Principal Component Analysis (PCA), the motivational factors that underlie social interactions in young and old Wistar rats. The experiment was performed on two groups of males of the same strain, bred in the same conditions. The group of young adults (YA) was tested at the age of 4 months, the group of old animals (OA) at 24 months of age. Each experimental rat was placed in the test compartment to be confronted after 10 min with the stranger rat of the same age and similar body weight. The encounters were video-tape recorded for the next 10 min and then different behavioral events were encoded by two independent observers using computer-based method and submitted to further analysis. The concentrations of noradrenaline (NA), dopamine (DA) and serotonin (5-HT) in the main structures of brain defensive system were determined using high-performance liquid chromatography (HPLC). c-fos gene expression in response to the unknown conspecific was assessed in the amygdala with the use of immunocytochemical analysis. Comparison of the number of social events and time spent on interactions did not show age- related differences. PCA revealed in both groups three independent factors representing 84.2% (YA) and 85.8% (OA) of total variance. None of them was related to defensive aggression. The factor loading was totally different for old and young rats (except for the motor activity factor). HPLC analysis showed significant changes in monoamines and their metabolites concentration in aged rats as compared to the young individuals. There were no differences between age groups in residual c-fos expression.. After social encounter c-fos expression level in amygdala increased significantly, but still remained independent on age. 

Cross-Sectional Predictors of Sexual Assault Perpetration:

Integrating Individual and Contextual Factors

Tina Zawacki a), Antonia Abbey b), and Philip O. Buck c)

a)University of Texas at San Antonio, USA

b) Wayne State University, USA

 c) University of California at San Francisco, USA

Regression analyses were used to examine cross-sectional predictors of self-reported sexual assault perpetration within a sample of 356 men attending a large, urban university in the United States. Significant predictors of perpetration support and integrate social psychological models of sexual aggression (Abbey et al., 1996; Malamuth et al., 1995) that focus on individual differences in men's personality (e.g., impulsivity, dominance, and aggressiveness), attitudes (e.g., toward sex and aggression) and socialization (e.g., delinquency, impersonal sex) as well as in-the-moment situational factors such as misperception of women's friendliness and alcohol intoxication. Consistent with past research, over 50% of the sexual assaults reported in this study involved alcohol consumption by the perpetrator, victim, or both. Results suggest mechanisms through which alcohol consumption, individual characteristics, and situational factors separately and synergistically play roles in sexual assault perpetration. Findings will be discussed in terms of their relevance to theory development and integration, and prevention programming.

Mediating Effects of Dispositional Aggressivity on the Relationship between Direct and Indirect Aggression

Amos Zeichner and Amy Cohn

Psychology Department, University of Georgia, USA

Research literature on human aggression demonstrates that such deleterious behavior is perpetrated in physical and nonphysical modes as both direct and indirect aggressive responses. Studies of direct aggression in naturalistic settings have focused on assault behaviors, verbal aggression, aggression expressed toward objects and other targets; indirect aggression has been studied in varied contexts largely defined as circuitous slander, rejection, alienation of affection, etc. While the bulk of the findings report a strong link between aggression and provocation, clearly not all who are provoked retaliate. In fact, the provoked person may delay aggression, assume a transient non-aggressive passive stance, become aggressive at a later time, or express his/her aggression by proxy. Studies have linked personality traits such as irritability, anger, and aggressivity to enhanced direct aggression, and found that provoked individuals who could delay aggressive responding to provocation evinced lower subsequent aggression. Noting the relationship among personality traits and specific modalities of aggressive behavior, the present study sought to examine the mediating effects of dispositional aggressivity on the relationship between direct and indirect aggression. Forty-six women and 44 men participated in an experiment that entailed a competitive interaction on the Response Choice Aggression Paradigm (RCAP). The task invited provoked participants to either respond with electric shocks to a bogus opponent, to delay their responding, or to refrain from responding.  Participants were also required to ostensible assign further punishment to the opponent to be administered by proxy. Dispositional aggressivity was defined as scores on the Physical Aggression subscale of the Buss-Perry Aggression Questionnaire (BAQ), direct behavioral aggression as Shock Intensity (SI), Shock Duration (SD), Proportion Highest-Shock (PHS), and level of first shock used (Flashpoint Intensity; FPI) on the RCAP, and indirect aggression as aggression by proxy (ABP) assigned by participants to opponent, as well as responses on the Richardson Conflict Response Questionnaire (RCRQ). Analyses revealed different findings by gender. For women only, significant BAQ x SI and BAQ x PHS interactions for ABP indicated that at low levels of dispositional aggressivity, strong positive relationships were found between direct and indirect aggression. For men only, a significant BAQ x SD interaction for RCRQ indicated that at low levels of dispositional aggressivity a strong positive relationship existed between direct and indirect aggression. In addition, at low levels of dispositional aggressivity, Flashpoint Intensity was negatively related to indirect aggression (RSRQ), while at high levels of BAQ no significant relationship was found. The findings suggest that dispositional aggressivity may play a role not only in direct aggression but in indirect aggression as well. It is possible that low trait aggression facilitates inhibition of both types of aggression and that disinhibition of direct aggression will inevitably be followed with aggression by proxy. In contrast, aggressive behavior in individuals with high trait aggression may be far less predictable. Gender differences were apparent in the variables comprising direct aggression and in the type of indirect aggression. While women endorsed the use of physical aggression by proxy, men seemed to prefer to endorse use of indirect social consequences in this study.

