
SOCIOLOGY 4149:  KILLING 
Spring Semester 2016 

  
Professor:     Carl P. Malmquist (malmq001@umn.edu) 

Class Time:  Fridays, 12:30-3:00pm Hanson Hall (HMH) 1-108 

Office Hours:  Fridays, 3:00-4:00pm, 1174 Social Science Building (or by appointment) 

TA:  Kat Albrecht (albre257@umn.edu)  

  

Assigned Texts and Readings   
   

1. Malmquist, Carl P. 2006. Homicide: A Psychiatric Perspective, 2nd edition. Arlington, VA: American 

Psychiatric Publishing. (Referred to in assignments as “Homicide”)  

  

2. Fox, James Alan, Jack Levin, and Kenna D. Quinet. Paperback 2008. The Will to Kill: Making Sense of 

Senseless Murder, 3rd edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Allyn & Bacon. (Referred to in the 

assignments as “FLQ”)  

  

3. Hickey, Eric W. Paperback 2013. Serial Murderers and Their Victims, 6th edition. Independence, KY: 

Cengage Learning. (Referred to in the assignments as “Hickey”)  

  

4. Course Packet SOC 4149, available at UMN Bookstore, Coffman Memorial Union.   

(Referred to in assignments individually)  

  

Plan of Course   
  

The topic of “killing” can be either quite narrow or quite broad in scope. Thus, one could exclusively focus 

on the legal aspects, such as is done in a course in criminal law. Another approach would be to focus 

primarily on the psychopathology of certain types of killings. Yet another would be an appraisal of 

demographic factors in homicides. This course elects an approach of selecting diverse areas and types of 

killing. Consequently, it covers enormously diverse areas involving material from different disciplines and 

areas of study.  

  

The result is to illustrate diverse ways of looking at the topic of killing, which requires sampling different 

perspectives. This still leaves many areas that cannot be fully explored in formally scheduled class sessions. 

Hence, the readings are assigned to supplement some of these areas. The goal is to provide an understanding 

of the diverse types of killings, which includes material from the sociological, legal, and clinical viewpoints. 

Video material will occasionally be used to supplement the lectures.  

  

Examinations  
  

There are three examinations with equal weight during the course but no final examination. The 

examinations are of the objective (multiple-choice) type and will reflect the division of the material into the 

three main areas that are covered. The examinations will cover material respectively within each assigned 

period. Students will be called upon in class with respect to the material assigned. Reading the assignments 

ahead of time is the best way to cover the material. Since not all of the assigned readings can be discussed in 

class, it is important to keep up on the readings independently of class discussion. The grading is based on 

the mean for each test, with the mean being “mid-B” grade.   

 

mailto:malmq001@umn.edu


   

Everyone is expected to attend classes regularly unless they have an excused absence. Absences without an 

excuse may affect a student’s final grade. Incompletes are given only if there is a reasonable expectation that 

the student will successfully complete the unfinished work on his/her own within one year from the last day 

of class, and a legitimate reason for extending the deadline for course completion exists.   

   

Syllabus  
  

Jan 22:    Introduction to Course and Topics    
   

Jan 29:   The Aesthetics of Killing, the Media, and American Killing    
a. FLQ, Ch. 1.   

b. Hickey, Ch. 1.   

 

Feb 5:   Spatial and Temporal Patterns of Homicide, Gender Differences, and Demographic Aspects    
a. Homicide, Ch. 1.   

b. FLQ, Ch. 3.   

c. Hickey, Ch. 2.   

 

Feb 12:   Homicide among Different Groups    
a. FLQ, Ch. 4.   

b. Hickey, Ch. 3.   

 

Feb 19:   Neuroscience and Aggression in Killing    
a. Homicide, Ch. 2.   

b. Boots, Denise Paquette. 2011. “Neurobiological Perspectives of Brain Vulnerability in Pathways to 

Violence over the Life Course.” Pp. 181-212 in The Ashgate Research Companion to Biosocial Theories of 

Crime, edited by Kevin M. Beaver and Anthony Walsh. Farnham, UK: Ashgate Publishing.   

c. FLQ, Ch. 2.   

d. Hickey Ch. 4.   

 

Feb 26:  FIRST EXAMINATION       
  

March 4:   Legal Perspective on Killing    
a. Homicide, Ch. 11.   

b. Schulhofer, Stephen J. and Sanford H. Kadish. 2001. “Homicide.” Pp. 353-399, in Criminal Law and Its 

Processes. Gaithersburg, NY: Aspen Law & Business.  

c. Case of Regina v. Dudley and Stephen.   

d. FLQ, Chs. 13 and14.   

e. Hickey, Ch. 5.   

 

March 11:   Cycles of Violence – Legal Perspective (continued)    
a. Homicide, Ch. 8.    

b. Luckenbill, David F. 1977. “Criminal Homicide as a Situated Transaction.” Social Problems 25:176-186.   

c. Hickey, Ch. 6.   

d. DVD:  “To Defend a Killer.” 1989. PBS Television. Ethics in America series. Producer: Columbia 

University Seminars on Media and Society.  

  

March 18:   SPRING BREAK!  NO CLASS    



   

 

March 25:   Love, Lust and Hate in Relationship to Certain Kinds of Killings    
a. Homicide, Chs. 6 and 7.   

b. Thernstrom, Melanie. 1996. “A Reporter at Large: Diary of a Murder.”  The New Yorker   

72:62-72.   

c. FLQ, Chs. 10 and11.   

d. Hickey, Chs. 7 and 9.   

 

April 1:   SECOND EXAMINATION   
  

April 8:   Exceptions, the Insanity Question, Motivations, Infanticide    
a. Homicide, Chs. 3 and 4.   

b. LaFave, Wayne R. 2003. “Insanity Defense.” Pp.261-280 in Principles of Criminal Law.  

Eagan, MN: West Group Publishing / Concise Hornbook Series.   

  

April 15:   Juveniles Who Kill and Are Killed; Killings in School Settings  
a. Homicide, Ch. 9.  

b. Feld, Barry C. 2013.  “Brom Case.”  Pp. 568-583 in Cases and Materials on Juvenile Justice 

Administration, 4th edition. Eagan, MN: West Publishers.  

c. FLQ, Chs. 5 and 6.  

d. Solomon, Andrew. 2012. Chapter 10. “Crime.”  Pp. 587-597, in Far from the Tree: Children and the 

Search for Identity. New York: Scribner Publishing. (Interview with parents of Dylan Klebold, one of the 

Columbine High School shooting juveniles.)    

 

April 22:   Multicides: Serial Killings, Sexual Homicides, Gang Killings, Medical Murder    
a. Homicide, Ch. 10.   

b. FLQ, Chs. 7, 8, and 9.  

c. Hickey, Ch. 8. 

d. Gonnerman, Jennifer. 2015 “A Daughter’s Death” The New Yorker, 91: 52-63   

 

April 29:   Homicide and Its Consequences  
a. Hickey, Ch.12.   

b. Zinzow, Heidi M., Martie P. Thomson, and Alyssa Ann Reingold. 2012. Chapter 6. “Homicide Survivors: 

A Summary of the Research.”  Pp. 133-160, in Victims of Crime, 4th edition, edited by Robert C. Davis, 

Arthur J. Lurigio, and Susan Herman. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc.   

c. Miller, Lisa. 2013. “Orders of Grief.”  New York Magazine (Nov. 11, 2013): 26-28, 32-33, 85-86. Also 

online at: http://nymag.com/news/features/newtown-2013-11/  

 

May 6:   THIRD EXAMINATION  
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COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS POLICY 
 
GRADES:  University academic achievement is graded under two systems: A-F (with pluses and minuses) and S-N.  Choice of grading system and course 

level (1xxx/3xxx/4xxx) is indicated on the registration website; changes in grade scale may not be made after the second week of the semester.  Some courses 

may be taken under only one system; limitations are identified in the course listings.  The Department of Sociology requires A-F registration in courses required 

for the major/minor.  University regulations prescribe the grades that will be reported on your transcript. 
 
A Represents achievement that is outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet course requirements (4.00 grade points) 
A- 3.67 grade points 
B+ 3.33 grade points 
B Achievement significantly above the level necessary to meet course requirements (3.00 grade points) 
B- 2.67 grade points 
C+ 2.33 grade points 
C Achievement that meets the basic course requirements in every respect (2.00 grade points) 
C- 1.67 grade points 
D+ 1.33 grade points 
D Achievement worthy of credit even though it fails to meet fully the course requirements (1.00 grade point) 
F Performance that fails to meet the basic course requirements (0 grade points) 
S Represents achievement that is satisfactory, which is equivalent to a C- or better. 
N No credit.  Its use is now restricted to students not earning an S on the S-N grade base 
I Incomplete, a temporary symbol assigned when the instructor has a "reasonable expectation" that you 1) can successfully complete unfinished work on 

your own no later than one year from the last day of classes and 2) believes that legitimate reasons exist to justify extending the deadline for course 
completion.  The instructor may set date conditions for make-up work. If a course is not completed as prescribed or not made up as agreed within the 
year, the I will lapse to an F if registered on the A-F grade base or an N if registered on the S-N grade base. 

W Official withdrawal from a course after the end of the second week of the semester.  You must file a course cancellation request before the end of the 
sixth week of the semester to ensure that the W, rather than the F, will be formerly entered on your record. 

 
FINAL EXAMINATIONS (see schedule on the Calendar web site at http://onestop.umn.edu/onestop/Calendars/FinalExams.html): You are required to take 

final examinations at the scheduled times.  Under certain circumstances, however, you may request final examination schedule adjustment in your college 

office.  Instructors are obligated to schedule make-up examinations within the final examination period for students who have three final examinations within a 

16-hour period.  Instructors also are encouraged to reschedule examinations for students with religious objections to taking an examination on a given day.  

You must submit your request for an adjustment in your schedule at least two weeks before the examination period begins.  For assistance in resolving 

conflicts, call the CLA Student Information Office at 625-2020.  If you miss a final, an F or N is recorded. You must obtain the instructor's permission to make 

up the examination.  Final examinations may be rescheduled by the instructor only through the official procedure for that purpose (as noted on the above web 

page).  Final examinations may not be scheduled for the last day of class or earlier or for Study Day.  If an examination is rescheduled at the instructor's 

request, and you have an examination conflict because of it, you are entitled to be given the final examination at an alternative time within the regularly 

scheduled examination period for that semester. 
 
CLASS ATTENDANCE:  As a CLA student, you are responsible for attending class and for ascertaining the particular attendance requirements for each class 

or department.  You should also learn each instructor's policies concerning make-up of work for absences.  Instructors and students may consult the CLA 

Classroom, Grading, and Examination Procedures Handbook for more information on these policies (http://advisingtools.class.umn.edu/cgep/). 
 
COURSE PERFORMANCE AND GRADING:  Instructors establish ground rules for their courses in conformity with their department policies and are expected 

to explain them at the first course meeting.  This includes announcement of office hours and location, the kind of help to be expected from the instructor and 

teaching assistants, and tutorial services, if available.  The instructor also describes the general nature of the course, the work expected, dates for 

examinations and paper submissions, and expectations for classroom participation and attendance.  Instructors determine the standards for grading in their 

classes and will describe expectations, methods of evaluation, and factors that enter into grade determination.  The special conditions under which an 

incomplete (I) might be awarded also should be established.  The college does not permit you to submit extra work to raise your grade unless all students in 

the class are afforded the same opportunity. 
 
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR:  You are entitled to a good learning environment in the classroom.  Students whose behavior is disruptive either to the instructor or 

to other students will be asked to leave (the policies regarding student conduct are outlined in the CLA Classroom, Grading, and Examination Procedures on-

line at http://advisingtools.class.umn.edu/cgep/). 
 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES: University instructors may restrict or prohibit the use of personal electronic devices in his or her classroom, lab, or any other 

instructional setting.  For the complete policy, visit: http://policy.umn.edu/education/studentresp 
 
SCHOLASTIC CONDUCT:  The University Student Conduct Code defines scholastic dishonesty as follows:  

Scholastic Dishonesty means plagiarizing; cheating on assignments or examinations; engaging in unauthorized collaboration on academic work; 
taking, acquiring, or using test materials without faculty permission; submitting false or incomplete records of academic achievement; acting alone or in 
cooperation with another to falsify records or to obtain dishonestly grades, honors, awards, or professional endorsement; altering, forging, or misusing a 
University academic record; or fabricating or falsifying data, research procedures, or data analysis. Students cannot evade (intentionally or 
unintentionally) a grade sanction by withdrawing from a course before or after the misconduct charge is reported. This also applies to late 
withdrawals, including discretionary late cancellation (also known as the "one-time-only drop"). For the complete policy, visit: 
http://regents.umn.edu/sites/default/files/policies/Student_Conduct_Code.pdf 
 
STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH AND STRESS MANAGEMENT: As a student you may experience a range of issues that can cause barriers to learning, such 
as strained relationships, increased anxiety, alcohol/drug problems, feeling down, difficulty concentrating and/or lack of motivation. These mental health 
concerns or stressful events may lead to diminished academic performance or reduce a student's ability to participate in daily activities. University of 
Minnesota services are available to assist you with addressing these and other concerns you may be experiencing. You can learn more about the broad 
range of confidential mental health services available on campus via http://www.mentalhealth.umn.edu/. 
 

http://onestop.umn.edu/onestop/Calendars/FinalExams.html
http://advisingtools.class.umn.edu/cgep/
http://advisingtools.class.umn.edu/cgep/
http://regents.umn.edu/sites/default/files/policies/Student_Conduct_Code.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.umn.edu/
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A REMINDER OF RELEVANT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
* SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT POLICIES * 

 
GRADE INFORMATION:  Grades are due in the Office the Registrar within 3 business days after the final 
examination. No information regarding grades will be released by the department office staff to anyone 
except designated personnel in Records and college offices.  Students may access their own grades 
through their computer account.  They may do this by following the directions on the One Stop web site at 
http://onestop.umn.edu/. 
 
INCOMPLETES:  It is the instructor's responsibility to specify conditions under which an Incomplete (I) 
grade is assigned.  Students should refer to the course syllabus and talk with the instructor as early as 
possible if they anticipate not completing the course work.  Coursework submitted after the final 
examination will generally be evaluated down unless prior arrangements are made in writing by the 
instructor.  University policy states that if completion of the work requires the student to attend class in 
substantial part a second time, assigning an “I” grade is NOT appropriate.  Incompletes are appropriate only 
if the student can make up the coursework independently with the same professor. 
 
MAKE-UP EXAMINATIONS:  Arrangements for special examinations must be made directly with the 
instructor who taught the course and who is responsible for approving and supervising the examination or 
making individual arrangements.  Circumstances for missing an exam include, but are not necessarily 
limited to: verified illness, participation in athletic events or other group activities sponsored by the 
University, serious family emergencies, subpoenas, jury duty, military service, and religious observances. It 
is the responsibility of the student to notify faculty members of such circumstances as far in advance as 
possible. 
 
GRADE CHANGES:  Grades properly arrived at are not subject to renegotiation unless all students in the 
class have similar opportunities.  Students have the right to check for possible clerical errors in the 
assignment of grades by checking with the instructor and/or teaching assistant. 
 
Students with justifiable complaints about grades or classroom procedures have recourse through well-
established grievance procedures.  You are expected to confer first with the course instructor.  If no 
satisfactory solution is reached, the complaint should be presented in writing to the department Director of 
Undergraduate Studies or the Coordinator of Undergraduate Advising (909 Soc Sci).  If these informal 
processes fail to reach a satisfactory resolution, other formal procedures for hearing and appeal can be 
invoked.  See the departmental advisor in 923 Social Sciences to explore options.   
 
DISABILITY SERVICES: Students with disabilities that affect their ability to participate fully in class or to 
meet all course requirements are encouraged to bring this to the attention of the instructor so that 
appropriate accommodations can be arranged. For more info contact Disability Resource Center in 180 
McNamara. 
 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT: University policy prohibits sexual harassment as defined in the December 1998 
policy statement, available at the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action. Questions or concerns 
about sexual harassment should be directed to this office in 419 Morrill Hall. 
 
SOCIOLOGY PROGRAMS INFORMATION:  The Sociology Department offers two options for the Bachelor 
of Arts degree and a Bachelor of Science degree.  We also have an Honors Program.  Students interested 
in majoring in Sociology should view the online-information session about the major.  Further information 
can be obtained from the following persons and offices or online at http://cla.umn.edu/sociology 
 General information, Sociology Department, 909 Social Sciences - 624-4300 
 Coordinator of Undergraduate Advising, Bobby Bryant, 923 Social Sciences – 624-4300  
 Director of Undergraduate Studies, Professor Kathy Hull, 1131 Social Sciences - 624-4339 
 Sociology Honors Advisor, Professor Joachim Savelsberg, 1144 Social Sciences - 624-0273  

Director of Graduate Studies, Professor Ann Meier, 1074 Social Sciences – 624-9828 and/or  
Graduate Program Associate, Becky Drasin, 927 Social Sciences - 624-2093 

 
Undergraduate jobs, internships, volunteer and research opportunities, scholarships, and much more can 
be found in the Undergraduate Resources site - http://z.umn.edu/socugrad 

http://onestop.umn.edu/
http://cla.umn.edu/sociology
http://z.umn.edu/socugrad

